Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



IS. /t^J. 



J 



^aaUft^'^'f*^**^^ .5*/«^<^ 



' 



J. J^./TZf 



THE DOCTRINE 



Of 



THE CHURCH OP GENEVA 



• • 



• • • 



ILLU8TBATBD, 



IN A 



l^erieis of l^ermom 



PRBAOHBD BY 



THE MODERN DIVINES OF THAT CITY. 






lOITBD BY 

THE REVEREND J. S. PONS, 

and MMwQf ike French EpUeep^ Chnrckg 

caUed EgUee iee Qreee. v^fM^lT^ 



LONDON: 
TREUTTEL, WURTZ, TREUTTSL, JUN. and RICHTfiR, 

SOy tOBO SQUAlUi; 

CfcJ.RIVINGTONs HATCHARD & 80N| AND SBBLBY ft SON. 

1826. 
457. 




us. 



tx 



LIST OF iSUBSCRIBERS. 



THE KING. 

H. R. H. THE DDKS OP CLil[RBNCK.' 

H* R. H. Princess Augusta. 

H. B. H. THE Duchess of Glotjcestbr; 

H. B. H. Princess Sophia. 

H. B. Q. THE Ddchess of Kent.' ' 



i ♦ 



I .. 



• i 



Henry Amedroz, Esq., 
Mrs. Anderson. 
Pred. Appleyardy Esq. 
Samuel Audinet, Esq. 

Mrs. T. Barnar4. , 

Bev. Mord. Barnard. 

. . . . . • , • . 

George M. Barnard, Esq. 
Miss Baumont 
— Beaver, Esq. M. A. 
Mrs. Beckett. 



Mrs. B^aet,: Ouemsey. 
SL Bickneliji Esq. ft copies-. 
Jul. Bordier, Esq. . - 
E. Bicknell, Esq. ' ^ 
Bev. C. T. Boyks.' ^ - ^ 
Mrs. Boyles. 
E. C. Brandy Esq. 



> « • ► » J * 



Miss Carter. 
Jno. Chalon, Esq. 
Bev, J. L. Chirol. 



^•^'A»/*» ^ *< 



▼I 



The UbA KAop ^OtMnmA, Miss Galley. 

3 copies* 
Bey. Caleb CoUias. 
Countess Copper. 



Miss Giles, 
▲lex. ja-^«r4/^Bs<{; 
Rev. £• Goddard* 



^ < 



Lady E. Cowper* 

Bey. Jas, A. Cmaer, Oxford. Ch. Greenwood, Esq. 

Eev. Niclu C^ey, Giienwey. Mrs. Grey. 



3 1 ^-41 

4 ■ '/! 



Bev. the Dean of Guemaey. 

Em. de St Dalffias^^.^i/i^ipr 

sey. 
Mrs. A. Dpiibiif, 
Mrs. M. Daubuz. 
L. A. de la Chaiimette, ^g« 
Eev* H. de la Fite. 
Fred. De Seigneux, Esq. 
Mrs. De Soyrqs, BiistoL 



Miss Grp^an. 
Miss Gulston. 



'— . V 1. , hi 



« fVi 



'.ft 



Wm. Haldimand, £s%i^M# "P,* 

8 copies. 
G. Haldimand, Esq. 8 copies. 
Rev. Dr. Hamilton, 2 copies. 
Otho Hamilton, Esq. 
Jno. Heath, Esq. 5 copies. 
Rev. — Hervey. 



f * 



BobtPpdgWli,E.a.««opw«. Sir. J. c. Hippisley, Bart. 

Miss Dupin. 

Capt J. DuTf^ 

J. L. De Vi^de, Esq. 



rv 



Earl of Hchester* 

« 

Rey. — Jackson* i 



Hon. Mrs. Egertoij. 
Merrick Elderton, Esq. 
Rey. Th. Eyans. 

Robt Falcon» Esq. 1 
Missfidoe. - 



Rey. Sir 8. C. Jervoise, 3 copies. 
Lady Jenroise, 3 copies. 
Miss Jenroise. 
Fred. Joly, Esq. 

George KeBSil^3s<|.^ thihtik ^ 



tii 



ReT. B. Knapp. ^^ VmOHOmUkp Irifegtomi * ^ 

Sir Wm. KailMoibL^ Biwi. « 



copies. 
Lady KnightOU, B abpteH. 
ICss Knigbtoil* 

Rey. — Lawrence. 



Be?. O. ParaiiiieD. 
And. Paateur^ Ba^* 
Henjy PAtry, Ba^. 
Fred. Hd£ l^Mdet; Bi^: 
L0yvteP«lftbeiiE^.lt.f 



•J 



PLLefeyre, Esq. Sottfhampton. '• ^ P««*^' *»* i 

lfr8.Lightfoot Mr8.Pliippd. 

Miaa Litde, Brixton. '"^ Pickering, Ew,. 

<i. liowiier, Esq. Bey. J. B. Pitmaaf. 

Bev. ]>r.Liiscombe. ^'^•^" ^' ^^^"• 

AI. Prevoat, B6$.^i6JEAi». 



r 



J. L. Mallet, Bsq. 2 copies* 

James Mansd, Esq. Oxfoiod. 

lbs. Marcet, 3 copies* 

juxs. manaiegui. 

Miss Martin. 

Hiss Metder, 2 copies. 

Bey. Wm. Milner, Bristol^ 

copies. 
IGss Monroe. 
F. Mori, Esq. 



.'; 



« r 



Mr. Bichmond, ^Bookaellery 10 

copies. 
Bey. If m. Babnu 
Horatio Bipley, Esq. 
Messrs. Bobertson and Co« Bdin* 

burgh, 12 copies. 
Bey. O. Bobin, 6 copies. 



' *• ' ij ' 



•♦* 



Mrs. Osbom* 

BdmOatoni>^B|» 



'i a * 

A. Shirley, Esq. Islington.] 

Mrs. Safanond. 

> '■ • 

.♦ 

Bey. O. ScholL 

Sir M. Seymou^t Bart. 

Mrs. Seymour* , ,-i 

Bey • J. H. Saymour. 



• • • 



%; Arthur Turner, 5f^^iOrtoir4^. :i 



CjL ^ »-m ■U I ' * . «.t«>^ 



J. L. Siordet,Esq, , 

J. M. Siordet, Esq. 

Mrs. Smith. . j » . A. J. Valpy, Esq. 

Miss Sparrow, - , *, .. Ph. Va^ch^r, Es^, .,? . . , 

4 * 

Rev. J. A. Stepb^DSQD. . - Steph. Vieusseux^.E^q. .. ^ . 

Rev. A. Sterky, 2 opmes., . i R. Vincent, Esq. 
Fr^. Sterky, Esq. Orfaijd. , 

i / . , . < I _ 

Rev. C SumuGE. . Rev. H. Wagnier, JBrightonJ 



^ 1 



J. .^ . J 



Rev. T. P. Symmonsf, 



4 w » 4 



Rev. G.TaveU r 'i 
Miss Tullockx J&din^Kg^. ^ 
Mrs. Tuxner,,2 copies, m 

i. *. 

J, H« Turner, Esq. 



' <, 



i 






,l,c.-i-. 



,, Rev. Wm: Ward. 

Mi3S Welchon. 

Hon. W. Wickham, Esq. ' 
1 — Wickham, Esq.tdncoln'slnn. 
y Benj. Ed. WiUoughby, Esq. 

Anth. Wiss, Esq. 



': .,• .1 , 



:/ 



f 'm i \. 



.^ o .-*. . 



.' .J . 



Ml. 



i' 



t K 



■.jL f<.k..^..^i_... t«.i^ If « 



i <■ . 



• \ 



• * 



V -• 



*. r 



> ... 






» • ~ 



■ ■« 



t ' -• 






7 

"■ r . , . . . . . ' ' ' 

,,,„:„PPlS,TENTfs." " ■ 



I I 



I 



. . — : — : — : — r- . . - : / 

Editor's Preface : ;• ,*5i . r t /• . • '• ^ 

Sermon I o 

»0n the Christian Faith !»/..»./'. 

J. I. S. iQbv^b^^i^ 

SbrmonII. . . . z/ 

. On the Incarnation of our Lord J^s^js Chrint./ . ; ; ^ 

C. E. F. MounNii?, 

Sbrmon Ilf. ; •:' T ( 57 

-On Ihe Nature and Necessity of Repentai)ce^. , , , . 

Luke, xiii. 1—5. .'^ '«' -'''ii *" '« •■' '' 

S. R. Ii^Cir4yfW5W>» 

I ,- . '* ^i 
Sermon IV. '. . T 85 

'On the Natore-of -Repentance, and the^ojoily'iiicitibod 

of attaining td4i 0' '^ *• '-'^ ^'i^ ••■•<•*• --•"^^ ^''^' •'' * 

Ltifce, xin. 1—5. ■" ^ '•■• '^'' ^ '^* 

•» ':.i H' * i ..I S. R. L. Gaussbn. 

Luke, 11. S, 9, 10. .m * mi/ \ ^ 

r^ tt -. FT '" -* ^ Ph. MoucHON, 



X 

Page 

SSRMON VI 143 

On the Natiyity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lute, II. 11—20. 

]P|I. H OlJCHON. 

Sermon VII 167 

On the Holy Ghost. 
John, xiy. 16, 17. 

P. De Joux. 

Sermon VnL. . . J . - •.*..* 307 
The Cross of Christ the Glory of the Christian. 
Oaht. VI. 14. 

Al. a. E. DiODATI. 

Sermon TX. «..« .r ..... . .^ /94d 

Ott &e Gooclitio^ of Juslificiitipii« — ^E«l5t«r Seittiaii^ 
Rom. viu. 1. 

A. Thouron. 

■J ' - I ^ 

Sermon X. , ... » .^5 

On Baiefieence. 
He Cbr^ IS. 9* 

P. PlCOT. 

• • ■» 4 r . * . . ,- . . • ^■. 

SbamohXI.. .........•<«•#. 315 

On the real Obstacles to a Holy life. 
II. Cor. 11, 16. 

L. Ferrierb. 

Sermon XII. ^ • • . ^ « ^ « • . .^ ^886 
Christ wa^aipys^IMfieipkfei^Ftfrtr a fessott^ 
John, xm. 1—16. 

J; El. Cbllbbibb, Jun. 



V 






' *! I 



PREFACE, 



BY THE EDIltm* 



I . 
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A Theological Review highly esteemed on the 
jQ<Hitiaent — the *' Archivts du ChristianUm^M^^-rr 
commences an article in its number for M^y, 
1924, on a work of one of the Genevese di- 
Tines, with the following observations :— " It 
is a happy circumstance/' says tbi^ wfiter^ ^s for 
a Church to observe among her junior members, 
the spread of that spirit of charity and of zeal, 
which entitles her if> entertain the highest 
hopes of the rising generation. But> perhaps, 
it is an advantage by no means less deserving 
of her regard, to be able to boast among 
her older leaders^ men whp v^y be justly 
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called the patriarchs of the faith. This remark 
applies, with peculiar force, to the important 
period in which we live. Those grey-headed 
men who have been found faithful amidst the 
general corruption, exhibit a brilliant attesta- 
tion to the faith which, in their infancy, they 
received from their fathers. They stand forth 
as witnesses, that those divine principles of our 
religion, which, though > new champions pro- 
claim them with new zeal, so far from being, 
as the world would' term them, novelties, 
are, on the contrary, no other than the old 
Gospel ground which our iancestors have trod- 
den before us: Such veterans in the service of 
Christianity, a remnant of whom is found in the 
bdsoin of every Church, serve as links to connect 
the epoch, which, beginning at the Reformation, 
expired amidst the disorders that darkened the 
closing years of the last century, with the new 
era which, taking its birth from that disastrous 
crisis, and fertilized and secured by the diffu- 
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sion of genuine scripturaL principles, promises ^ 
to disseminate. Christianity through the world, 
with a purity, and . copiousness such as. have 
hidierto been unknown to ; the . Church. Their 

. * * 

apostolic influence is yet needed among us, to 
restrain the excesses of a zeal not, . perhaps, 
always sufficiently enlightened; to set before 
their younger brethren lessons such as it would 
not' be possible, for them, to . receive, with, too 
much earnestness ;. and to instruct every/class 
by their example and their precepts^ that: the 
spirit wiUi. which . God endues hia servants is ta 
'spirit of power/ indeed, but *of love' also,; 
and ^* of a sound mind/ " 

The writer then proceeds to particularize the 
Church of Geneva as peculiarly. happy in being! 
enabled to number in the lists of her leading^ 
members; not a few of those justly venerated 
men who, after, having explored the fields of 
science, come; and place the treasures which - 
their labours have collected there at the foot of 
the Cross of Christ. At the. head of these ve-; 



netable teacbers be nmtes? Jambs Lo0ia Vm$- 
CHIBR-*-^ name no less de»r td the chiii!!ehM of 
Fimice than to that of the Generesfe repute } 
having pronounced a yata/t eulogy npon the 
ejqbepi and profundity of erudition byti^ehh^. 
is. (dtstiAguished^-nand of whieh a remarl^Ue' 
proof iff givan~-the f eviewer adds tl^t in the^ 
G^iiftraeter of . M. Pesehier the humility of the 
Ch»tian is yet' still more conspicuous tfaaa , 
the learning cS tiie professor. 
. Ob account of a painful weakness of sij^t^ 
Willi which he has been^ afflicted fer many i 
yeans past, M. Peschitr^ has beiNi obliged toe 
confine himself to eMempoi»ii4ai)» pi!|a^ng^r 
to thiacircttiastanee it ia owing that the Editdv 
hea t& regret hia being uoable: to earioh the 
present selection with any discourse of tii^ pro« 
fessor's oomposition. 

To those acquainted with Graeva, the reputa- 
tion of Gellerier is equally wdl known^r Five 
generations have been edified by the pitifus sad 
affectionate lessona of this excellent divine ; 



attdln tibe'ittisdil of tikt oldest » iveH as 
youngest of to Wifvm eiiksens^ nitateTer sug- 
gests the idea of goodttess, greattie»of niikl^ 
sennd piety, and Christian^ b^ievolence^Js asso*- 
dd;ed with his name. U:aasson»tog> diskvle^ 
MEitad^ and without the lent particte'Ol worl^yi 
aw^ii^OD, the Rev* J. I: S; Oeli^iiei^ devotod 
thirty yearn ot his life' to the eai^oi Uicountvy 
parisl^ oi^ opcamaaUy^ preMshing at (S^eta ; 
and whett at length he was ; prarafled' i^>on to 
nt&po npon a smaU j^eosioBk, andtni^famferliia 
laiMmM to^ his^^ soUy be stiU dhotfe to^ rraiaiiK' 
apiottg &e flodp oirep wimsi ha had pMiuded; 
ISie^soii ptnifMb hittiselfiiotiYinwsoHhyiof suoh*ft 
ffllher. Ha was some* titi» aftsc^ wUed ta the 
chair ofithaprofessoK^ Hthvew/at Ctetieta, on 
wideh^oceasiaDhe was siseceeded by Ml G^vn^ 
s£ir, who has ever since contiiiuedt Itf tteadrui 
the^ peth^ iaariced oat fiM!^ him. hsf his-Mrecfed 
ptedeoessoraQd friettd^ 
nie-Bditor^ whose design in this voltime is 
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ta IntMduee to the>&c<]fii*intaiiteifitf^ tk^^EitglttH 
reader as misuiy of thje> eetebifated ixi^xAgm^ 
tbe GeMVJ&se ehii^cb as ^ts^ n&ntom^ limUs^ MAI 

some- idea, .^i the ; .sui^cessors . o£\ iMu j JOelleskiv ^ 

WelLttehttoniaddcessedlta this/village; cmffsdgB.it , 
tioskf iiii3l£]i6,: by ijlJbatiexie&Ufititi. man j];iiq^f> 
''ryjOrtDitegflfet/i 'he »$f|y^iiiaU«di»g> tpuhig ii«t»rfr 
*r)thexjb9s6 4)ifrtb«iyQuiigyimipi^ter tsfhoijffas my?/ 
imiiMiiato$wcj3asoram€»^ti){qu«. .He.yfas^om; 
amimgfitiyo^ivhiB {toreesA{wjishvw[a$[ toilvmim&i. 

&NtJ y4uku>ypmtiial{aiid4ieterAiiU'iweif{ife. j:.Hi«[. 

rented^ itoto^^aitotisierjtdisuuiel^j 9iidr jiI^ 
hua^ekt 8wri(>.W'ljBiat>lie.>seoB bixaself iusidt r^ ti^. 
neoesd^yrof leaviiiglyottt after. 80 Jkfl0*>t ai|^Qd». 
a»d of submittiag to tlMwensuperiop :Pi5d©s^ 
whichjf unden : divine Providence^ qaJJ; ih«ii i to 
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supply the waaits of the Church ia another 
nmnner. 

'* That Providence, ever merciful, gives you 
in his room another self^ the friend of his 
heart, a man mighty in the Scriptures ; one 
who, like his Master, will speak = to you. wilA 
authority ; one who has the inestimable gift of 
awakening, of inspiring, of elevating the soul ; 
whose heart already yearns after you; who, 
worthy to be the organ of God's word, will 
preach it to you in the same sublime purity in 
which he received it. He comes amongst you in 
the happy season of his youth — to you he makes 
an offering of the first fruits of those eminent 
talents which are treasured up in his mind — he 
places wholly at your disposal a rich deposit 
of high and unadulterated feelings, fed and sup- 
ported by fitith. To him, with unbounded 
confidence, which he will not &il to justify, we 
resign the awful charge of your souls, hitherto 
entrusted to us." 
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' 'Eight yeatft tf a vigSani and stiectesfiil mi- 
histry hare fully justified the proud hopes eni* 
t^HEa^d of M. 6aussetibyfai& venerated frknd'^ 
still a daily witness of his zealous and assi- 
dfuous laboqrs to promote the cause of tsruthr. 
^ ' Prcfm the fo^ur admirable Tolbmes of sermons 
j>ubli6hed by M. Gellerier, the Bditor has se« 
looted one only, (Sermonl^^ His selection would 
probably have been less limited, had he not 
known that the Rev. Dr. Luscombe, who, dup- 
ing a residence of many years in France, has had 
atnpde opportunities of acquiring a knowledge 
off the Protestant clergy of that kingdom, and 
c!^f the excellent publications which they havfe 
sent into the world, has included several of the 
dii^cotirses of* this authoif in a work ^ich will 
appear about the same tim*, and which was 
dnd^rtakeh with the same object as the Editor^s 
compilation. 

Of Mr. Gaussen's composition the reader ^^l 
find a specimen in Sermons III. and IV. ; and 
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he mil also be enabled to form an idea of the 
talents and piety of the younger CMi4hmil» 
fiiom Sermon XII. which was kii^ly commum- 
cated to the Editw by the author bimaelf. « 

Another name, not less entitled to the re^peet 
of the friends of religion, which ia assodated 
with these in the present volume^ (see Sermon 
II.) is that of the Rev, C. E. F. MouuNii; 
who, in the course of forty years of uniemitted 
public service, has employed himself in thtf 
publicaticm of a vsyriety of tracts and theological 
works,, which, altogether, may be regarded as 
a complete course of divinity, Thus> his ijaton* 
tion in his '^ Litres h um Mire Chritimne,'' ww 
to lead men to embrace the truths of the Gospel* 
by showing them the dignity of their nature^ 
and thjsir relations with the Almighty. (Am 
abiidgment of this work was afterwards pub«- 
lished under the title of *^ Moyen dc cwneitre 
XUw/') Shortly after this wc»rk» M. Moqlii^ 
published his '' Imtmcti&m et Miditatiem sur 

b2 
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^imiChmtr theobjeot of wfaicliis, tocoiMsidor 
^m Lord m all the various reapects i» whioh 
^be is Tepresented to us in revelation^ ^'"Ih 
another tracts — *' Enseignemcnt graduel desiVSritis 
reUgwises * fKir Jksm Christ et les ApAtres'\ — he 
tays ddwti the basis upon which is founded our 
faith in itke mysteries of the Gospel ; while^ in 
the- *^Chaine dcs ViriUs Evangiliques,'' these 
truths ate presented in a series, so as to 
feitn a complete system of belief. But 
a most important topic remained yet to 
^e discussed'— the existence of evil, and the 
f(»lleE condition ' of mankind. After having 
slightly touched upon the subject in his *^ Pro- 
menades PMlosophiques et Religwuses aux En- 
virons du Mont Blanc, au Jura, et a t Hospice du 
Grand St, Bernard,'' M. Moulini^ undertook a 
more specific and regular discussion of this 
question in his ^' Legons de la Parole de Dieu 
mr rEtendue et tOrigine du Mai dans V Homme J^ 
Finally, in the course of last year, M. Moulini^ 
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^iMkhedt a volume oh • tke Dimity af Cktik, 
md oiie on the Redemptumof Mankmd^ to be idlf- 
Ibwed by two others, the subjMts of which yffSlL 

• be Sdncti/ication^ and Final Judgment 

The Rev. Pierre Dejoox, a contemporary df 
these distinguished men, equally 'indefktigatdb 
in his professional exertions, an almost tiid- 
versal linguist, and gifted with rare talents as 
a teacher, is author of four volumes of sermcMis, 
8vo. entitled " Predication de FEvangile/* (See 
Sermon VIL) 

In the Rev. Pierre Picot, another of her 
most brilliant ornaments, the Ohurcyh' ^of O^nevk 
has recently (in 1822) sustained a loss^^ WhitSi 
will be long and severely felt. Almost fifty 
years df a successful ministry had endeared 
him, like a father, to a numerous train of affec- 
tionate pupils, by whom his mild and cottcfli- 

• adhg manners can never be forgotten. - N"ever 
did an individual exist endowed with ' finer 

'feelings, less liable to be disturbed by envy 
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or distrust/ olr mow free from tbe least tiogts <>f 
-morobeaess. Hid whole life was p^sed in the 
.exercise of ckfuitif and love ; wliilst the dignity 
and manliness of his eloquenoe in the pulpit, 
nev^ failed to penetrate his delighted auditory 
idth l^e deep oooviction with whkh he was 
himsdif imbued. Of his forcible appeals in 
the cause of chieuity, the reader will find a spe* 
cisnen in Sermon X. ; nor were the exertions of 
the same fenrid zeal less powerfal when kindled 
into a flame of gratitude and devotion to his 
Maker. 

It is not poesible, within the limits of a pre- 
hcb^ to perform ihe agi^eeable task of pointing 
ottt aU who are worthy of praise, or fit to be 
held up for imitation, ttmong the established 
ciecgy d* €!eneva — not to speak of the <^harge 
of iavidiousness and of prolixity to which the 
Editor exposes himself, by singling out indivi- 
duals for that purpose, firom a church so dis- 
tinguished by tatentj piety^ and virtue. He 



j»w% li6Me to t^Q iBipu^^OL of 0)gr^tijtU,(jl^ 
imn be to (miit th^.ateati^ of t^e» who^ to 
their other claims upon his recoUect^pfi hfrje 
added Umi of, kiadly aiMi rpadMy- ^o^fauting 
their valuable nmpuscr^pts to his yfoxk. Amqqg 
thejse* he e4;^9wledg^8 hims^lif {^tseid^ljr 
ifiKkbted to the Rev. Louis. F£B|Rz£Bji^t-'tha 
fnend of his ypu^ i — ^who i^ excelled by none, 
in a Ghvir^ whwe assiduity OS the^n^ral Qha- 
fficterist^t Vi ii^ <^oii^pieatioii«^ii4 tu>;re^t^^ 
disdbarge of the pastoral functioiuk The i^|if||e 
of Diodati xw}^ hi^ ia th^ histpry of t)ie £re«- 
MYese diurchs its s^neestral refifpectability fs 
worthily suppprt/^d by the I^ev. Ai* A. £. 
DiiH>An, th0 abi^ wd pious author of Sermon 
VIIL 

The Rev. A» Thou&ok> (see Sennoii, IX.) is 
xemarkable for his nmily and energetic orato^. 
JBdMcatied.imder the eye ai his. &th^, the veae- 
itible aenior nwmber of th^ chvKh at Geneva, 
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pariish in whieh that ei^eemidd'minii^ter pdsddA 
atwtlf the whole of his profe6i^k>]ia!l life^^utii^i^]:^ 
Ablly beloved I » ;^. > imI 

■'With 6xaint)les 6^ch ad theto/ which P)rovi^ 
Senee ha» liQft ceased to set before their eyfei^y 
it may be easily believed that a deep and i^Iu-^ 
tiiiy impression is perpetuated in the miudsi of 
the succeissive generations^ which, by ^ tnrnsi 
Comprise the Gene vese national church. Undei^ 
lie silent but efifective influence cif an internal 
discipline, which, almost without change or in* 
novation, has been constantly operating upon 
this establishment from 'th6 tii»e df Calvin td 
the present day, a body so constituted c«ai 
hardly fail of realizing, for the time to come> 
those happy auguries which are drawn from a 
reriew of its past and present state. 

That some diversity of opinion exists with 
regard to certain points, in this Church, is no 
more than the history of the human mind would 



xQQOjbBrs i»pi!§jli<teife,f59m the wtuperof ijtOreiJSfl 
blishment in the small state of Qooeya^i ^f^ 
t\i^ fiUmPi^XkQi^ must wll^atply iSr9ve,fi[(Jf|in- 
tag^Qu^ to the J discovery* ;?ni4 fwroBaof igft,: 5rf 

'. Iii(^€4ible 9^ ;th6 fact i^ay appe^. tq ytjlbf} 
EpgjUsh, reader/ a. Gf^^ye^e . clergyi^^j]^ pf^9B 
tb^ealrli^t; moment of hi^ irec^iyipgi^s^iriicj^i^j 
iMiti^ 4ay of his ordwatipn; ^^nd as^u^ shoul4 
lie liemaia in hi$ native town, frppi that tim^^lig 
jm appointment to> his. liviQg-T!nay> even.th^ 
to <Uie latest period of his lifehrrlives under. t)|f 
jEaost : vigilant and r^ocous surveil^fice of t}ie 
body, to which he belongs; and knowsj to a 
jc^amty, that not a single act eithenof hii^ 
public or private life passes unobserved or uu- 
controuled by the tribunal of his peers. The 
.public benefit which, accrues from the pperatii)|i 
of such a system of superintendance> is incaji^^- 
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table. In a country, wkere high^miiided and 
iodependent persons revolt at the idea of any 
interference in the transactions of private li&^ 
such a system would, no doubt, be branded 
with the name of an inquisition: nevertheless^ 
it exists at Geneva, in the very bosom of re- 
publicanism ; whilst the only observable trace 
t^ its existence appears in the promotion of 
the public good, and in the welfare of every in«- 
dividual to whom its operation extends. r r 

For ages, has this salutary system continued 
to exert its beneficial influence; and for ages^ 
to the honour of the clergy of Geneva be it said, 
iu>t an individual belonging to it has ever been 
brought before the civil tribunals of the country^ 

The admirable disicipline of the great Refor- 
mer of G^oieva, has efiectually preserved the 
hearts of the clergy from secular ambition and 
jealousies, by reducing the salaries of die 
ministers to a very moderate common standard; 
and by subjecting all appointments to equJU- 
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aMe and invariable mkes, luiown to all, atid 
iimversally approred. An official meeting of 
tiie oleii^ takes place twice every week, to 
regulate the internal policy and discipline of the 
dhureh, or to discuss matters of more exten*- 
sive importance, affecting the interests of 
morality and religion. Besides these regular 
canonical meetings, another, of a more social 
description, is held, once a week, in theeveniivg, 
by rotation, at the houses of the clergy. 

Public woi^hip is an object of unremit- 
ted attention at Geneva; insomuch, that it 
may be truly said, not a day passes in the 
year, on which some church is iM>t thrown 
open to die population of the «ity. On the 
Thursday mornings, throughout the year, a 
43erviee takes place, the object of which is the 
famaUar exposition of the scriptores. At this 
mteresting duty^ every clergyman of the estab- 
li^mesat is called to officiate in his turn; and 
many humble and pious Christians have tluis 
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an opportunity afforded them, of attendifi^g 'a 
«gtilar and. complete course of lectures on thfe 
Old and New Testaments. The discourses de^ 
Hvered upon these occasions, are called '^'iSfe^^ 
nums de Congrigatian r they are a complete tWb^ 
sury of biblical and critical disquisition, and ih 
general, abound in all the knowledge necessary 
to salvation. The reader will find an examp}^ 
of this sort of compositioui in Sermons V; and 
VI., from the pen of the Rev. Ph. MouchOn; 
whose dignity of manner, and purity of style, 
place him in the first rank of his cbntempdr^*- 
ri^, and render him worthy to continue the 
reputation of his eloquent and excellent Father. 
♦In no Church do the pardchial duties receive 
an amplei/ shbre of daily attention; and the 
Sditor has often tieen, with peculiar pleasure^ 
the ^n\^i% memoranda of his clerical friends, oh 
the plan of . the Speculum Gregis, many years 
fodfore that useflil little book was offered to the 
attention' of the English clergy. In fact, such 



.a cAahiialtisi0>di$f^easable to a Geaevesa p^ergy- 
maiXy every (member of the establishment being 
<}^lled uponj at stated periods, to give in a 
dn&tailejd aQcount. of the state of the flock 
epMHi^ted to his care.: thug^ the clergy have 
AlM^ays ivk their hand^ a body of infformation, 
yihence a complete and accurate Aption may be 
formed of the moral and. religions condition of 
the entire population of the State. 
, From the foj'egoing data the, reader will be ena- 
bled to form a judgment for, himself-:— iand. it can 
hardly be an, unfavourable oner— respecting the 
ci'£aaToii'0£N£VA;:andtheDiscouRS£abr6ught 
together in this volume are^ the Editor humbly 
thinks> calculated to confirm that impression : 
C^onscientiously attached to the doctrines of the 
Church of England, and a sincere friend to her 
yenerable establishments, he has long felt an 
earnest desire to introduce more directly to the 
notice, and to recommend to the liberal judg- 
ment of its members, a clergy, inconsiderable 
indeed as far as regards numbers, but still a 



HuinoNAi; CL£ROY. Should the present voltttne 
meet with an encouraging reception, a second 
may probably foUow; for which,materials not less 
Taluable are at the Editor's disposal, consisting^ 
like the present, chieAy of manuscript discourses, 
and mostly on the subject of the relative social 
duties. 

One observation more the Editor vrill allow 
himself, upon the subject of the established 
Church at Geneva, for the purpose of pointing 
out its close and intimate connection with the 
government of the State, and with every lay 
member of the university, and learned resident 
in the republic. 

This admiraJbile triple union of the ministers 
of rdiigion, the rulers of the State, and the emi* 
nent teachers in every department of seienoe, 
identifies in a manner the three great sources of 
authority; and unites them into one powerful 
body, capable, at all times, c^ offering effect 
tual resistance to the attacks of fanaticism, of 
ignorance, and superstition. 
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< . The happy results of 0ueh a hasmony betweea 
mni and religious authority, adorned with thfr 
splcmdoutB of science and of Uterature, are well 
eispressed in the following pasjiage of a noble 
Frenfih writer, — ^M. de Barante, in his '' Litti- 
rature Fran^aise pendant le dis-huitikme SUck,^' 
** A miniature republic existed upon the borders 
of France, speaking the same language, reading 
llie same books, carrying on a daily intercourse 
with the French metropolis. The same thicst of 
knowledge, the same zeal for the progress of 
the human mind, the same disposition to ib& 
study of mathematical and natural science^ the 
same general acquaintance with fori^ign laii!* 
guages ; in a word« the same en^getic impulse 
wddch agitated France during the eighteenth 
century, was felt, perhaps even more forcibly^ 
ih' the republic of Genefira; but among a people 
where a severe morality preyailed, when leli** 
gioil was rererenced, where the influence of the 
laws was constant and regular, and the simple 
habits of former ages were yet strong, this im- 
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pulse did not, as among their neighbours, give 
rise to a spirit of petulant scepticism, much less 
attack any of the bonds of society. Their wri- 
ters never lost their veneration for those princi- 
ples and institutions which were consecrated by 
the veneration of past ages — their manner of 
advancing to every question was still charac- 
terized by gravity and moderation ; whilst the 
general tone of society displayed enlightened 
information, and a lively interest in the cause 
of letters, tempered with reserve and delibera- 
tion in judgment and opinion," 

The Editor has only to add, that he trusts the 
style of the translation, for which he is indebted 
to the kind assistance of the Rev. R. Catter- 
MOLE, Secretary to the Royal Society of Lite- 
rature, will be found worthy of the originals, 
and of the Public, to whose opinion, he now 
conunits his volume. 

J. S. PONS. 



Kensington Gore, 
March 1, 1825. 
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ON THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
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SERMON I. 



Romans v. 1. 

Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through 

our Lord Jesus Christ 



WHAT a consolatory declaration^ My Brethren, 
-—to " HAVE PEACE WITH GoD !" How sublime 
and affecting is the sense which these words 
convey! What happiness ! To be permitted to 
regard the greatest and most perfect of beings 
in the light of a Father,*— to be allowed to draw 
nigh unto him, and with calm confidence to 
Depose upon his love,, — to be allowed to calcu- 
late upon his protection, — to be allowed to 
apply to ourselves that affectionate language 
whii^, ia Sacred Writ,, he addresses to Hiose 
that bcdlteve on him, and those glorioiis hopes 
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which he holds out to them ; — where is the 
man in whose bosom thoughts such as these 
excite no emotion, or who is indifferent to so 
inestimable a privilege? Peace, to the good 
man, is dear beyond every other blessing ; he 
esteems it as the chief good, as the indispens- 
able condition of all enjoyment; but, to ''have 
PEACE WITH God," is to have it with one's self, 
with mankind, with all things that live, with 
the universe; it is to possess all things, to 
enjoy all things. 

Christians I only the religion of Jesus Christ 
can secure to us this blessed peace. Every act 
of worship, by exalting and refining our affec- 
tions, ^nd by approximating us to the Deity, 
may be said to be the means of our obtaining 
it : but it is here, at the Lord's table, that it is 
more peculiarly put within our reach, and that 
our being enabled to enjoy it is made certain. 

Of what importance, then/ is it, to ascertain 
by what means it may be secured I For, you 
must be sensible that so excellent a benefit 
cannot be bestowed but upon some condition, 
nor lavished indiscriminately upon such as 



ipifould make no exertion to receive it worthily. 
There are certain dispositions indispensably 
necessary to its enjoyment ; and those disposi- 
tions it is, which are to form the subject of our 
present discourse. Hear then. My Brethren, 
with attention and a teachable spirit, and may 
our meditations, by the dime blessing, prove 
beneficial to us all I 

The dispositions required, in order to ** have 
PEACE WITH God," may all be reduced to a 
single one, viz. Faith : — " Beikg justified by 

FAITH, WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD." 

This is one of the fundamental truths of our 
religion. From our childhood we are. ;pa^e 
familiar with it ; from childhood oi^r ,ea^ ace 
accustomed to the sacred woi:d» i^aitb^; yet, 
how rarely do men form any .thing like a defi- 
nite and j ust idea of its meaning wd importance I 
The greater number of Christians are divided, 
on this subject, between two erroneous conclu- 
sions. Some there are, who^ self satisfied, and 
relying upon a certain character for integrity, 
and a certain staid moral deportment,, deem 
themselves secure of salvation without any faith 



at eQI; they in a manner exclude it, br^ at least, 
adapt only so much of it as suits their conve- 
nience. Others, while they acknowledge the 
indispensableness of believing, consider &ith as 
,no mdre than a bare mental assent ; thdy are of 
opinion, that if they subdue their reason to the 
demands of revealed truth, nothing more is 
required of them ; and soothe themselves ynth 
the notion, that this docility of the judgment 
may be substituted for love and obedience, and 
will of itself suffice to secure their salvation. 
Thus, the former disregard the necessity of 
faith ; the latter deny its efficacy. To the first 
class we shall make it appear, that faith alone 
can procure justification; to the second we 
will demonstrate, what are the true characteris- 
tics of a justifying faith.^^^Such is the design of 
this discourse. 

I. Since God is a being of infinite holiness, 
we cannot *' have peace" with him; there can 
be '' no fellowship " between him and us, ex« 
cept either through justice and innocence, or 
by pardon and repentance. But the justice 



and innocence here req^red differ widely 
from that worldly uprightness, which is soffi- 
cienty in the intercourse of society, to ^obtain 
for a man an hoqorable reputation. Men's 
powers are weak and limited; the idea: which 
they torm to themselves of moral, eaccellence 
partakes of the imperfe<>tae8s of their concep* 
tions and the narrowness of their. judgments: 
they are able to judge, besides, of the extemd 
conduct only ; and even of that their knowledge 
is imperfect ; their decisions regard ona Mde 
only of our lives, aad that the side which we 
pr^are, if I m^ay so express myself, lor sb&w 
and ostentation. Faults long ooramitted Ibey 
pass lightly over; and into the estimates of 
human opinion only the evidence lof the present, 
or of a very recent pa^iod is* admitted. 

Far otherwise the S^upreme* JFudge : The 
duties of in&ncy, of yo'uth, of .maturity^ of oM 
age ; the duties of ^health and of sickness ; those 
which proceed from the various relations of 
citizen, father^ child, wife, :brotfaer, friend, 
neighbour, master^-semant ; duties mdiioh relate 
tofiety^ to justice, to cfaarityi to sincerity, to 
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chastity, to temperance; actions public and 
private; indtnations, desires, thoughts, nay even 
words, — the foolish and unweighed expressions 
which we inconsiderately let fall, as if they 
melted into the idle air ;^— all these will form 
the materials of the Almighty's decision. He 
does not. rest satisfied with the observation of 
the surface, but looks into the motives of 
aplions; of which the most splendid, if human 
passions be the principle in which they origi- 
nated» are in his eyes as nothing, or perhaps 
eyen partake of the nature of sin. We delude 
ourselves respecting our faults, ten thousand 
ways. : He beholds them as they are. Our cor- 
rupt nature overlooks them ; before Him they 
stand naked, and are hateful in proportion to 
his holiness* We commit them almost without 
observation ; He weighs them in his balance : 
we forget them, we banish them from our re- 
membrance ; He remembers them, and inscribes 
them upon the xecords of eternity. 

Alas! when I think upon these truths, it 
seems to me that all nature becomes our accu- 
ser, and that every emotion of our soul^ rises 



up in judgment against us. '' If thou, Lord/^ 
exclaimed the Psalmist, when oppressed by a 
similar feeling, ** if thou shouldest mark iniqui- 
ties, O Lord, who shall stand ?" ** How should 
a man be just with God ?" asked Job ; 'Mf He 
will contend with him, he cannot answer him 
one of a thousand/' ** There is none righte- 
ous," declares St. Paul ; ** no, not one.'* — 
Where, then, is that presumptuous mortal, who, 
relying upon his own righteousness, shall dare, 
without idurinking, to approach the judgment- 
seat of the Most Holy ? Be assured, that, extra- 
ragant as the pride of man is, there is &r more 
of thoughtlessness than pride, in those whom 
we see animated by this daring spirit. Let 
them but examine their own he&rts ; let them 
listen to that roice which even now speaks 
from their conscience ; and, struck with fear 
and confiision, they will con£^s, that man'd sal- 
vation can be obtained by divine grace alone. 

But, you will, perhaps, ask, are we not en- 
titled to expect that grace, and the pardon 
which is consequent upoa it, through the mercy 
of our God? 
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My Brethren, we could have no assurance on 
this head> unless He hiipself vouchsafed to afford 
it to us. In the administration of his provi- 
dence, justice has her claims, no less than 
mercy. God himself. must speak; it is from 
him that we must learn not only the mode 
selected by hito for reconciling . those claims, 
and for effecting our reunion with himself, . but 
also the condition upon which this benefit is 
conceded. 

And he has s^poken. That mode is the sa- 
crifice o&red upon the . cross by the great 
Mediator, the Son of God : that condition is, 
that we apply to this merciful Redeemer, — ^it 
is Faith. Look into the Go&pel; there you 
will find, on every page, that jnan is justified, 
not by the merit of works, but by faith ; that 
he is justified, not as human tribunals justify, 
but after a mode of justification peculiar to 
infixdte goodness. He is not found . innocent, 
but he is restored to the privileges of innocence. 
What is required of him, is. this : that, feeling 
his own insufiiciency, he fix his hope upon Him 
who dies for the sons of men ; that he look to 
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Him, as the expiring Israelites of old. looked to 
the brazen serpent^ lifted up to give diem health 
and healing. 

Such is the sole medium of siilvation : the 
language of Scripture is expi«ss upon thb 
point. — " God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.** — ** Neithel: is there sal- 
vation iQ any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men» whereby 
we, must be saved.*' — " In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace.*' 
Thus, My Brethren, no sooner does man come 
to Christ with sincerity, and with all his 
soul, than (O divine efficacy of faith!) the 
merits of Christ veil his transgressions, the 
righteousness of Christ becomes his righteous- 
ness, the immunities of Christ become his im- 
munities ; and, identifying himself in his wishes 
and hopes with his divine Saviour, he hence- 
forth becomes " one'' with him. From that time 
he is in a condition to '^ have peace with 
God," — to haTe communion with God. 

This is that truth which you have never un- 
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derstood ; you, who venture to speak lightly^ 
and almost with scorn, of the Christian Faith. 
Never having seriously reflected upon this sub- 
ject, you entertain respectii^ it no clear and 
accurate notion. To you the sublime word 
faith is either a word devoid of meaning, or else 
you attach to it I know not what vague and 
mysterious idea, which renders it repulsive to 
you. Do you now perceive that truth which 
forms the grand end and object of the Gospel, 
— that man, redeemed by the great sacrifice 
offered upon the cross, is saved by faith in the 
Redeemer? Do you now admit it ? Do you feel 
an incipient conviction that you are guilty, 
obnoxious to condemnation, and in that state 
of peril which the Gospel declares ? Are you 
x»>ntented to present yourselvei^ before God as 
sinners unworthy of favour ; — to weep at the 
Saviour's feet with the Magdalen ? or do you 
feel anxious for a mode of reconciliation less 
humiliating, and not an absolutely free gift? 
Is that which is pleasing to Gt>d, pleasing to 
you ? or do you find within an unconquerable 
repugnance to submit your will to the divii^ 
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will ? Oh! be warned ! The mercy of Heaven 
is ready to comply with all your necessities, 
but not to give way to your prejudices or your 
pride : Uiese you must either renounce, or else 
to you also will this complaint of the Saviour 
be applied : ** And ye would not oome unto 
me, that ye might have life !" 

What is your reply ? Is it too much for God 
to require of man, that, having neither within 
nor around him any means of salvation, he ac^ 
cept that mighty one provided for him, and seek 
for none besides ! Is it too much for God, after 
sending him his Son, and giving up to him that 
which was most dear to himself, to require that 
he should become a party to that stupendous 
sacrifice ; that he should consent to avail him* 
self of it ; that he should accept, as his sole 
title to salvation, a gift so costly and so indica- 
tive of love ? Is it, lastly, too much for God 
to require of man, whom pride has undone, to 
renounce that pride with the acceptance of his 
grace; to strip off his pretended righteousness; 
to become sensible of what he owes to his 
Redeemer ; to become obedient to him in mind 
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and will? Ah! at lai^ acquaint yourselves 
with the faith to which you have done so 
much injustice, and with your own selves! 
Look back uppu the multitude of your days 
gone by, of which not one has been uixmarked 
by uumbedess offences, and so few have been 
signalized by works that can be truly called 
good. Descendants of a fallen original, ac- 
knowled^ how much by your feult you have 
added to your ancestral guilt. You cannot 
achieve your own justification : put on, then, 
that lively faith, by means of which you may 
attain unto it. 

II. You must understand, however, what it 
is, which that faith requires of you, and what 
are the sure marks by which it may be known. 

Here also we, unhappily, labour under an 
equal delusion; we know as little about the 
nature of faith, as about its necessity; and 
they who expect to be saved by its means, are 
just as ignorant of it» as those who venture to 
presume that it may be dispensed with. They 
regard it in the light of a mere belief, like that 
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which applies to historical &ct ; at the utmost^ 
as an assent of the reason: in a word/ they 
regard it as an opimo>n> and not as a vital prin-* 
dple. A fatal error ! and often no less perni- 
cious to those who adopt it, than to those who 
see it persisted in ! That it gives a handle to 
the scoffs of unbelievers, is little ; it leads the 
children of the truth astray from the truth ; it 
suggests to them, that man has only to ^' con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound;" it leads 
them to imagine, that he is not made better by 
faith ; thence to conclude that he must come to 
God barely by works : as if the faith, the jus- 
tifying fieuth of Christianity, were not insepa- 
rable from works. Oh ! if faith did but shine 
forth among Christians in its genuine lustre — if 
it were always to be found accompanied by 
sincere zeal, by elevation of soul, by holiness of 
life, it would not be thus misunderstood, nor 
would there be any longer found men desirous 
to throw off its empire. This was the faith of 
the early ages of Christianity. To believe 
then signified to love, to obey. Thus, in 
order to our participation in the benefits of 
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redeiliptioBt nothmg mofeJbfffeqinrat^ of as in 
tbe GotpeU than to • believe in Him who halit 
fedeemed us. - '* God so loved the wodd^ tbM 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoevM 
believeth on him should not perish, but hove 
everlasting life/' 

Nothing, My Brethren, is more certain^ thtitn 
that the word Faith, in its scriptural import,* 
comprehends every virtue; inasmuch as it isikhe 
source' whence they all emanate. D<»ibtless> il 
includes the acquiescence of the intellect; biit 
it consists, in a still greater deg^ee^ of love, mA 
the devotion of the heart. It is the profound 
conviction of a mind thoroughly conscious of 
its naturally lost condition, and of.. Christ's 
boiefits; which ^'loveth mudi, because its 
sins, which are many, are forgiven," — rf oner 
who, clinging, as his sole hope and only goody 
to the blessed Saviour, puts his whole being afc 
his disposal, unreservedly resigns himself to 
him> aspires only to be animated by his spirit, 
lives no longer but through him and for him; 
all whose affections are renewed and made 
conformable with those of his Lord; who, in a 
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nanner, j^aitidpirtes in 'hi» fi^Msfrj' ttad hH 
dudes his own exii^tence in'his. ^ Thns^ wben 
the htiiid>aDdman grafts a feeble branch upon a 
stem of tigorotB growth, it cannot^ if die union 
is complete^ remain barren ; but^ nourished by 
the same sap which circulates in the tree of 
which it has become a part, it is clothed with 
blossen, and crowned with abundant fruit. 

Ah I how could the wretch who felf . him- 
delf on the point of perishing, and whom a 
saving hand snatches from destruction ; --r 
how could the sinner, who has known the hor- 
rors of condemnation, but who now bdiolds 
the Son of God suffering the penalty due to 
us ; — ^how could such an one endure, how.dare, 
to ofltend his benefactor anew! Would ncrt 
even the very inhabitants of hell, the *' spirits 
reprobate" themselves, were it possible for them 
to b^ the objects of so much mercy, be thereby 
constrained to love and serve Him I 

Again, therefore, I repeat it, — and too often 
re-asserted it cannot be, — ^true faith consists in 
a sense of our own deficiencies, and of the 

« 
» 

blessings obtained for us by our Lord. At 
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cMji^e ,1^ moti'Kfi Mid « congequenc^, it mff^t^ npt 

ibfi j^efM !to lie unfruitful . ^d uamoveid. 1% 

' . . ' ' ' 

works there as; an operative principle, and 
stimulates. it by the most energetic impulses; 
it stri'^^es . to exhibit external evidences of its 

» • 

existence, both t actively in works, and pas- 

» 

sively by: sacrifices^ " The love of Chiist con- 
straineth us ; because we thus judge, that they 
which live, should;. not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died for them, 
and rose, s^^«" 

You, then^ who lay claim to faith>, and yet 
cont4nue in sin, and live, still .^ sensuaUife, and 
give lip no habits of criminality, none pf your 
v^ces, natural or acquired ; — you deceive yourr 
selves grievously :. yours is not Faith ; you love 
not ; for, like the Phariseef you deem you have 
no need of pardon;, you have never yet felt 
what you. would.be without Christ, Aever con^- 
ceived what Christ hath suffered for you. 

The Christian, in whpse soul Faith dwells, no 
longer questions, no longer procrastinates : he 
is prepared to do every thing, to sacrifice every 
thing, for the love he bears to his Redeemer. 
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If, in a word, you loved Him^yod would sur- 
mount all obstacles ; and to complain that this 
sacrifice is too great> that this effort is tba pain- 
ful, amounts to a confession that you do not 
love your Saviour as you ought ; for^ to those 
who feel that love within, all things are easy. ' 
Now, then. My Brethren, do you conceive 
tlie value and the extent of a genuine faith ? You 
have had set before you its surprising efficacy. 
On God's part, it disarms his vengeance, and 
propitiates his mercy. From having been ob- 
noxious to his indignation and wrath, it renders 
us the favoured objects of his pity and his love : 
through its influence, the lightnings of his an- 
ger become the crowns of our immortality. Oh 
the part of man, not only does it tranquillize 
him, console him, and excite in him the most 
glorious hopes ; it inspires him with a new exis- 
tence. It is of him in whom Uiis £uth dwells, 
that Scripture uses this consolatory language : 
*' Whosoever is bom of God doth not commit 
sin." — Can there be any principle in the world, 
nobler, greater, or more blessed, than such a 
feith? 

c 2 
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Let us, Christians, make it the object, of our 
wishes ; let us exert every endeavour in our 
power to possess ourselves of it. And thou, O 
my soul, awake ! and recall into thy meditations 
the death of the Son of God, which we this day 
commemorate. Now turn thy gaze upon Cal- 
vary. What object strikes thee there ?— The 
Prince of Heaven suspended upon the cross, the 
coDfipanion of malefactors. In his adorable 
countenance, I behold the Divinity veiled by 
the shadows of death ; — ^his glorious head wears 
a crown of thorns ; — ^his sacred blood trickles 
drop by drop ; — ^his feet and hands are pierced 
through with the nails. Oh, King of Glory! 
Creator of the thrones and dominions of hea- 
ven ! is it indeed Thou, whom I behold reduced 
to this condition of debasement and of woe ? 

■ 

Were we but to see a mere man, like ourselves, 
undergoing a like torture, even were he un- 
known and unrelated to us, the last and lowest 
of mankind, we should yearn over him with an 
emotion of the deepest pity. But this crucified 
sufferer is no stranger, no unknown person, no 
criminal : he is not even a mere mortal man : 
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he is the Holt One, the Just ; — ^he is our Bro- 

•v - • 

ther, our Head, our King ; he k the Ouly-te- 
gotteh Son, in whom the Father is well pleaded ; 
before whom the hosts of heaven bo^ down id 
adoration! . " 



And wherefore does he thus suffer? — ^Ahf 
that recollection, like a sharp arrolv, has pierced 
me to the soul ! It is I,r— it is my sins that nave 
caused his death: the just sentaice of my 
condemnation is executed upon my unofTeiidmg 
Saviour; and by his stripes and his agonies, 1 
am healed. At length, Jesus, I embrace 

Thee ; with every faculty of my being I adore 

• ' I ■- • V*" « vTf 'ly 

Him who dies for me. Too long' I have been 
ungrateful; too long obdurate; now, at last. 
I feel my soul impressed with a just sense of 
thy benefits — *' I am bought with a price, 
therefore will I glorify God in my body and 

- ; . ■ ' >V ;■.;.- w f 

in my spirit, which are God's." 

Are these, dear Brethren, your seutiments r 
May God inspire such, or may he strengtneri 
them, and impress them upon our souls by his 
spirit everlastingly ! Of that spirit, this faith. 



I « 
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which at once justifies and regenerates, is a 
" gift/' and the most gracious of them all. 

Frail and unhappy creatures, how little can 
we do by our unassisted strength I Those very 
things the most calculated to affect us,-— our 
own dangers, onr own miseries, and the bene* 
volence which frees us from them, are hardly 
sufficient to awaken our concern. Yet^ if with 
all our heart we supplicate that Almighty God, 
who hath promised^ that, ** if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareih us," — ^that 
€rod, who hath already provided help for us 
unasked, ** who hath first loved us, and hath 
s&Ekt his Son, to be the propitiation for our 
sins ;" — if we implore him, in the name and 
tiirough the merits of that adorable Saviour, 
he will assuredly help us to fulfil the condi- 
tion to which he has subjected us; he will 
endue our souls with the faith which he 
demands* 

God of Mercies! perfect the work Thou 
hast begun : ^' Grant us to be strengthened 
with might by thy spirit in the inner man, that 
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Christ may dwell in our hearts bt Faith f* 
O Lord Jesus ! grant us this day to bear that 
gracious language, which thou didst address to 
them that came unto thee for help: ''Thy 
Faith hath saved thee ; go in peace !** Enable 
Us thus, '' m our patience, to possess our 
souls/' whilst encompassed by the tempests 
and the sorrows of this life, until that blessed 
period, when thou wilt bring us to the abodes 
of peace everlai^ting, there to be one with 
for even Amen ! Amen ! 
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SERMON II. 

ON THE INCARNATION OF OUR LORD 

J£SnS CHRIST. 



MouHnii. 



SERMON II. 



John i. 14. 

The word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. 



MY Brethren, '^ the only begotten of the 
Father/' He who alone came forth from the 
bosom of the Father, — He who is called *^ the 
Word/' because it was by Him that the Fatibier 
spake to effect the creation of all things ; and 
through whom, when he is pleased to ** mani- 
fest himself to the world/' he speaks to the 
beings whom he has created ; — He, who ^' was 
in the beginning with God, and who was 
(jod," takes upon him our nature, in order to 
visit earth : What was the purport of this em- 
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bassage to mankind ? For what purpose does the 
Almighty send the most glorious of that which 
be hath in heaven, down to what is most for- 
lorn on earth, — his rebellious children ? O dis- 
pensation inscrutable, which it not only baffles 
our weak reason to comprehend, but the depth 
of which even the Angels have hitherto sought 
in vain to fathom I the Divine, miakes himself 
human, — the Creator, creature, — the Immortal, 
mortal ; — the Lord of all things takes the form 
of a servant, the Ever Blessed strips himself of 
his ineffable blessedness. But, omnipotent as 
he is, he is unable to divest himself of his love. 
He takes our nature upon him, in order that 
he may present us with the riches of his mercy, 
viz. Grace, which justifies^ — ^Troth, which 
i^nctifies^ — Glory, which blesses for ever : And 
these are precisely the three things, of which, 
as sinners cut off from the fountain of life> we 
stand in need. ^ ^ 

AsKuredly our nature must be of a high order, 
our destiny a very glorious one, sin exceedingly 
inimical to our happiness, and our salvation 
fearfully endangered, for God to have sent us 
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his own Son, aad for Christ to have consented 
to that painful and protracted sacrifice, which 
commenced with his existence upon earth. O 
what love ! And, what disinterested love ! for it 
is not for himself that Jesus saves us. His 
love was the love of a frien;d, of no less a friend 
than God himself. He '^ was m6de flesh/' in 
order that he might sanctify our nature ; he 
^' dwelt among us/' in order that he might 
sanctify our abode ; and might teach us how 
we ought to dwell on earth, and prepare our- 
selves for our abode in heaven. 

How many lessons, My Brethren, and how 
many encouraging motives, may we hence de- 
rive ! Let us listen to the Son of ^God, who 
brings us peace, and let us remember what he 
hath suffered, that he might procure it for us : 
And if Mary received with such profound 
humility the promise that she should become 
the mother of the Saviour of Mankind, how 
much more humble ought we to be ! — ^We, who 
are better able to estimate the value of the 
benefit which he was to confer upon us ; and 
in whom, as sinners unworthy of recehring 
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it, contrition and humility are peculiarly be- 
coming. 

I. " Who," our Lord was once asked, ** Who 
can be saved?'' "With man," answered he, 
" it is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible." And in truth. My Brethren, it is 
"impossible" for our pollution to be united 
to the divine holiness ; it is " impossible'* 
for us to sadsfy the justice of God; it is 
** mipossible" for mortal eyes to endure the 
sight of his glory ; it is " impossible" for 
us to make good our claims to eternal life : 
but that God, with whom " all things are 
possible," has reconciled the claims of his jus- 
tice, with those of his mercy, by sending his 
Son,^' FtJLL OF GRACE," in Order to purchasc 
for us, and to bestow upon us, the pardon and 
salvation of our heavenly Father;* and the 
entire life of Jesus Christ is a manifestation 
and outpouring of mercy and beneficence. 

Who among us could presume to say, that 
he stands not in need of the pardon of God,— 
of that pardon which procures us an etemsll 
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lawt imvital^y ibUow QB the consequaiice <^ 
oar vtt^ jM^ptsoAti^m from God, the only source 
of aU. good ? Wave we but ciuidid ^th our own 
cop^pidii^efi^ we should perceive the extent of 
our cQn:up(tioii, — ^we should perceive that there 
is jRot^ perhaps, one of the divine command- 
mei40j which we have not violated, either in 
Idbought, wish, or intention, either in words, or 
i^ express acts oi disobedience, with regard to 
what God has forbidden, or by multiplied 
n^lect of what be has commanded; we should 
perceive that we have met his benefits with no 
due return, nor been strict in the observance of 
our own promises, and most sacred engage- 
ments ; in a word, we should be struck with 
the conviction, that our existence is passed in 
an incessant fluctuation between earth and 
heaven. And who, then, shall dare to assert 
his right ,to heaven, his worthiness to parti- 
cipate in the blessedness of the Divinity I 

The farther the Christian advances in the 
progress of sanctification, (and without humility 
what sanctification could there be ?) the more 
attentive, likewise, he becomes to the moral 
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ord^ of Providence ; tiie ttore ooni^iieed/ by 
experience, of his own weakness ; the moi^e 
capable of refinement, and of vigibMce, in tiie 

• • • , ' 

discovery of fresh imperfections in liimself ; 
insomuch, that, contemplating with terror the 
extent of that misery, of whicb he hStd ibrm6d 
at first so inadequate an idea, he exclaims : 
" O wretched man that I am ! ' I see another 
law in my members, warring digainst the law of 
ray mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin." No man, therefore, can be saved, 
but by ** GRACE ;" and as it is Jesus Christ 
wbo presents us with that grace, — in which 
is included the gift of eternal life through the 
pardon* of sin,«'--so it is he also whose merits 
have obtained it for us. 

He alone is righteous: — He alone has tho* 
roughly fulfilled the task of obedience imposed 
upon man ; — He alone hath shown forth, in all 
their glory, the divine perfections; and, by 
bearing in his own person the whole weight of 
retribution, has diverted and brought upon his 
own innocent head, the wrath by which we 
shbuld have been consumed. Christ bears the 
curse, while we obtain the bljsssing; ''the 
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cWtiieiMaH'oC our yeaae waei.(}p0B.]{ii% ^^1 
^i% his ' Btnpea we are healed :" Christ ^is 
cTo«n>^ witli^ thorns, that we maybecrowive^ 

ii 

with glory ; Him reproaqh covets, that we may 
be clothed with honour ; every pore of. hia. 
body bleeds, that our bodies loay be. glori^^^ ^ 
in hiB' soul he endutes the ej^treqiity of deser*. 
tion and casting off, that > ours . may bi^, fill^ 
with^he prieafence of God j 'He,diGs ia the: W^f^ < 
of tortdies^ that we may live in th^e. abod^, of, 
uraoingled blessedness. . In Chnst, coming.fi41 . 
of mency, to ivisit us, we , i^ee the victim ; whiql^, , 
pn>cuyes our salvatic^^ and th^e '5.gq4.c£". Y(hi<^]^ . 
ensures our pardon. > That which /appi^arp^.^. 
our feeble retMK>n, derogatocy of. Christ'^. gi;ef^7 . 
ness, is no derogation from, the gj^eatnesa of his \ 
love form. ^ J . .,* 

^ How'shaU we iBiguoeto oursteli^s.the.Savjk^ur , 
c*mia^ down to earth,> wjiith^a perjieK^tforekno^Wr: 
ledfe of.all that he would have to undergo fpP: . 
the obtaining of our salvatipn> and not st^an^.: 
struck with admiration before this unparaUe^d., 
exhibition, df mercy and of love?, How cam \f$? 
pass a single day without feeling the .dP9f ^P^t 



' ■■ • r 



34 

hnmiliation and heartfelt contrition; without 
dreading to have incurred some secret guilt > 
without imploring pardon through the merits 
of Christ Jesus ? 

Oh, then^ sinner! embrace the inestimable 
mercy which is offered thee ; and sue for that 
*f GRACE " without which thou canst not enter 
into the abodes of heaven ! Oh^ tiien, ye torpid 
souls ! take advantage of the time yet allowed 
you> to excite within yourselve)^. a livelier zeal ; 
nor forget that, while. you are asking of the 
Lord grace and mercy, he calls out to you for 
repentance, obedience, , and zeal; And ye, 
who are sinking under a .sense of guilt, take 
courage : it is because ye are thus contrite, 
that the Almighty makes you the offer of for- 
giveness. When the sinner is thus offering 
under a sense of his offences, humbled by the 
multitude of his temptations, discouraged by 
frequent relapses, terrified with the conscious- 
ness of his condition, how is he consoled by 
the contemplation of all that his Saviour snf* 
fered ! When, at the holy table, he. hears the 
Blessed Lord thus address him : '^ This is my 
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blood of the New Testament, Which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins/' how does com- 
posure succeed to alarm, and, in the place of 
sorrow, that calm joy which the children of 
God experience when reconciled with their 
Father! Towards this contrite sinner, Jesus 
shows himself ** full of grace " and love.— Let 
us, while we celebrate this first of the benefits 
of mercy, exclaim with the angels, — " Glory 
be to God in the highest, on earth peace, good*- 
will towards meai !" 

IL But, My Brethren, shall it be said of us; 
" They have been forgiven much," because 
" they- have loved much ?" — loved with that 
love which promotes humility, and fervency in 
prayer and in obedience ? That God pardons 
our sins, does not excuse a vicious life, or a 
religious indifierence, which render us both 
unworthy and unfit to iitherit the kingdom of 
heaven. When God declares, respecting those 
who are ^^ lukewarm and neither hot nor cold," 
that he will cast them off with indignant aver- 
sion, — thait '^ widiout holiness no man shall see 

D 2 
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him/' — when he points out to us as insepa- 
nble, his *' goodness and severity/' and that 
" scarcely shall the just man be saved/' how 
is it possible we can abandon ourselves to a 
fallacious security ? What then, you will ask, 
shall we do, to prove ourselves worthy of the 
benefit implied in the covenant of grace ? In 
order that you may learn this, listen to Christ : 
he comes to teach it you ; it is for this that he 
presents himself to us, ** full of truth/' 

Jesus," FULL OF TRUTH," is himsclf the very 
Truth ; — He is Truth itself, — ^Wisdom herself, 
" made flesh,** in order to be our instructor 
and our guide. " Through the tender mercy 
of our God, the dayspring from on high," the 
sun of the heavenly world, '* hath visited us," 
— Hiiscoyering to us the road to destruction, 
that we may be enabled to shun it ; and that of 
heaven, in order to induce us to enter upon, 
andpursue it, even to the end of our course.' 

Christ is '* truth," he hath come down from 
heaven, that he might acquaint us with hea- 
venly things ; — what a proof of the infallibility 
of his doctrine ! He hath suffered death, that 
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he might bear witness to the truth : — what an 
evidence of his veracity, in regard to all that he 
reveals as proceeding from God himself! Our 
Saviour's lessons, his most ordinary actions, his 
miracles, his virtues, his prayers, his sufferings, 
his death, his triumph ;-^the powers with 
which he invests his Apostles, — the promises 
he makes to his Church,r-.the merciful invita- 
tions which he addresses to his redeemed ; — 
every circumstance rdating to him is calcu- 
lated to recall the sinner, to encourage the 
believer, and to console the afflicted ; because 
they all tend to inform the understanding, to 
enliven the heart, to sanctify the will, and id 
direct man's freedom to its true and only end; 
Yes, he is ** full of truth ;" and his Church, 
the depository of the Gospel, is the school in 
which we are taught the elements of truth, and 
are prepared for comprehending, things higher 
still,— to be initiated into angelic mysteries, 
and to contemplate the Almighty ''face to 
face." 

" Shall we then persist in preferring darkness 
to light such as this ?. Shall we refase to avail 
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ourselves of the helps supplied to us in the 
H6ly Sci^iptures, in public and in private wor- 
ship, in devotional writings, and in religious 
discourse ? What, shall we rather starve our 
intellectual appetite, or else feed it upon the 
viEuiities of the world, — cultivate the evil al- 
ready overgrown within us, and wantonly feed 
the fire of our lusts ? But, to feed the fire of 
lust, is to feed the fire of hell ; that fire of 
which our Saviour hath said, that it ''is never 
quenched," and the flames of which are black- 
ness ! Ah, far better to follow Christ, who is 
the eveirlasting truth, — truth pure and conso- 
latory ! Better to beseech the Saviour to send 
dovm his light into bur souls, and to inflame 
our hearts with ardent love for him. May our 
souls beconie as a land where he '' hath a de- 
light" to dwell, — ^as so many temples, in which 
his voice is heard " with power," — emparadised 
by the contemplation of his perfections, by the 
peace and joy which attend upon him, by the 
virtuous actions which he inspires, and the lofty 
hopes to which, whilst abiding in us, ^* the hope 
of glory," he gives birth. 
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Go on with coniitancy^ ChrsstiiWy by the 
light of the torch of Christ ! Thea shalt thov 
perceive the inothinigness of all created things, 
of all which is not God ; tben shall the wodd, 
hell, and thine own heart, cease any more to 
seduce thee ; affliction shall no more cast thee 
down, death no more alarm thee; nor will 
the hand of Providence, that guardian pow« 
that showers down upon us innumerable 
blessings, find thee any more heedless of its 
guidance, or dead to its beneficence. Aye, 
Christian, march onwards by the light of. this 
torch, with firmness, and with peisevwance ; 
and be thankful to heaven, which saves thy 
soul by aficMrding its light to thy feet. 

III. And what inward will they reap, who 
shall have wisely and profitably employed 
the ^' GRACE AND TRUTii " wluch are in Jesus 
Christ ? Hear, My Brethren, the Saviour himself: 
^' Father, I will that they also^ whom thou hast 
given me, be with me wheife I am ; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given 
me, — that the love wherewith thou hast loved 



40 

I 

me may be in them. And the glory, whioh tbou 
gsavest me, I have given them ; that they m^y 
be one, even as We are one*? . And for the pur-^ 
poee of affording us an idea of the glory which 
he has obtained for us, and. which, he as^ks in 
our behalf, he calls up, from the midst of that 
obscurity in which he envelopes himself on 
earth, a divine light, altogether superior to 
that of the greatest prophets- that had preceded 
hiin. 

Moses makes his appearance in the house of 
God, as a servant only ; but Jesus appears 
there, as the only Son of God ; for his glory 
suipasses that of the first of those created in^ 
telligencies from among whom the Almighty 
selects his angels and his ministers. Christ's 
glory is peculiarly his own ; and when he per- 
mits a shado^tr of it to be seen by bis disciples, 
it is because he is willing to admit them to 
share in it ; and when he assigns them a dif- 
ficult task to fulfil, he encourages them with 
a foretaste of their reward, — the honour of 
being endued with supernatural powers, by 
means of which they are enabled to dictatie 
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laws to nature; to heal the sick, and to reani- 
mate the dead. As they themselves express 
it, ** with open face beholding as in a glass, 
the glory of the Lord, they are changed into, 
the same image from glory to glory/' All that 
in Jesus relates to earth, is mean ; all that 
relates to heaven, is glorious. 

Christ's advent approaches ;*^and an angel 
announces it to the Blessed Virgin destined, 
to be his mother, and to the venerable priest 
Zacharias, who was the father of his precursor. 
Christ is born; — ^and angels, with hymns of 
mercy resounding through the firmament, pro* 
chum it to the shepherds ; and a miraculous 
star conducts the Magi to the cradle of the 
Son of God. Being " warned of heaven," 
Mary and Joseph preserve the life of the divine 
child. They observe with wonder the unfold-* 
ing of his wisdom, as the *^ earthen vessel," in 
which that matchless treasure is deposited, 
grows and strengthens; and in the earliest 
years of Jesus, they contemplate the dawn of 
his resplendent day. 
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The Saviour is about to enter upon his 
earthly mission ; — and on the banks of Jordan^ 
his precursor, by divine inspiration, recognises 
him, in the sight of many persons assembled 
there, for '' the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sins of the world ;'* whilst, in order 
to solemnize his inauguration, heaven opens, 
the Holy Ghost descends upon his head, and 
the voice of his Father proclaims : '- This is 
my beloved Son, in whbm I am well pleased." 

Having vanquished the tempter in the wil- 
derness, angels approach to minister unto him, 
and presently nature itself is seen obedient to 
his word : he speaks, and the sick are healed, 
the dead restored to life, demons are expelled, 
the wrathful wind and the raging sea subside 
into peace. He shows himself to three of his 
disciples U[^on Mount Tabor, transformed, and 
shining in such a sh&pe of brightness, as made 
thetbi prodlaim, that they " had seen his glory." 
Again, on the eve of his crubifixion, a voice was 
heard *' from heaven, saying, I have both glo- 
rifled my name" in thee, " and will glorify it." 
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Nor is the aecoiAplishiiient of this promise de- 
layed: He expires, indeed, amidst shames and 
tortures; but, in the quaking of the earth, the 
rending of the rocks, the bursting of the sepiil* 
chre, the rising of the dead and their entering 
into '* the Holy City,'^ and the roiling of the sua 
in darkness,— rail nature glorifies its Lord, whom 
ungrateful men conspire to outrage* 

And with what still brighter glory is Jesus 
crowned, when he issues, clothed in light, fron^ 
the tomb, a^dnds majestically to heaven, sends 
down the Holy Spirit upon his Apostles^ ap« 
pears seated at the right, hand of his Fat}ier> 
surrounded by the divine Majesty, made Lord 
of the angels, and an object of adoration to the 
blessed ; who, while they proclaim him '* the 
faithful," " the true," '' the word of God," and 
blend his worship with the worship of God the 
father, are heard saying: ''Blessing, and 
honour, afid glory ^ and power^ be unto him that 

r 

sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever r 

Such were the things which the Apostles 
witnessed, and, in various degrees, others also 
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of Christ's disciples — *' more than five hundred 
brethren/' as we are told by St Paul; of whom 
one, the intimate friend of the Apostle St. John, 
who had himself seen Christ after his resurrec- 
tion, speaking of this subject, wrote thus to 
one of the churches of Asia : *' Why may I not 
speak to you of heavenly things ? But, babes 
as you are, I fear to do you harm. Forgive the 
silence, which proceeds from an apprehension, 
lest, unable to bear these things, you be over- 
whelmed by them." Such are the expressions 
of a second St. Paul ; who, after being " caught 
up into the third heaven," declares that he has 
seen things such as it is not permitted to him 
to utter. 

We also, My Brethren, shall behold the glory 
of "THE Only-begotten of the Father," when 
we shftU become men, for at present we are but 
^' babes;" when we shall become Christians, 
for as yet we are but sinners : we shall see it, 
by being partakers in it ; we shall see it when, 
after the completion of the work of " grace 
AND TRUTH," Jesus Christ shall transform our 
" vile " and abject bodies into the likeness of 
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•* his glorious body/' Such, then, is the des- 
tiny promised to us ; the blessed goal at "which 
will terminate the sorrows of repentance, the 
efforts of zeal, the sighs of contrite humility, 
the sacrifices of charity and self-denial, the 
pains of martyrdom, — ^all the active evidences, 
in a word, of a genuine faith. And, even here 
below, how many pledges are afforded us of 
all these divine blessings. — O, glory of the 
Christian! Christ's most immediate disciples 
have come into the possession of the first firuits 
of this everlasting heritage : O, glory of the 
Christian ! the lives of the first believers w^ 
rich and radiant with every hallowed virtue : 
O, glory of the Christian ! Christ's sincere dis- 
ciple may be seen, even in this life, adorned 
with " GRACE AND TRUTH :" O, glory of. the 
Christian ! he, during so many ages, has 
drawn yearly firom the fquntain of our evangelic 
festivals living waters inexhaustible : O, glory 
of the Christian ! he is spreading abroad, even 
now, the word of life unto the ends of the earth, 
and thereby preparing other children for God, 
for Christ other worshippers. 
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Oh, how is the soul impressed, at thoughts 
like these, with a consciousness of her own. 
dignity ! how does faith increase in vital energy, 
and confidence grow in firmness ! until we feel 
the assurance of St. Peter, that '* the trial of 
our faith shall be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." 
Nay more : " Having not seen Christ," how do 
we yet feel we " love" him! How, '* though 
even now we see him not," yet, believing^ we 
"rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory : receiving the end of our faith,"— that 
faith which is the mother of earnest ^eal, and 
the nurse of every virtue, ''*in the salvation of 
our souls !" 

My Brethren, there is but one mode in which 
we can truly glorify God, who hath giv«i his 
Son for us ; atid that is, by being Christians. 
But who :is he, who may be truly called a 
' Chnstian ? It is he who, acknowtedging his 
utiwordiiness and his manifold enN)rs,,iyies to 
the 5^ GRACE " of his Saviour, and applies to bia 
progress in sanctificatioa ^/' te urn "whose 
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light the Saviour causes to shine out before his 
eyes. In the estimation of the true Qhxi^tiflji, 
God's love to him is paramount to every other 
object. He shuns, with the utmost aversion, 
every thing which can enfeeble his i^|Jbi, of 
prove injurious to his virtue ; roots put every 
evil propensity ; and, never allowing himself to 
be diverted by the current of the world, keeps 
his eye steadily and exclusively fixed on the 
end in view. That which he devotes to hi^ 
Saviour, is far more than all that remains, of his 
time, of his affections, of his Acuities : it is his 
^itire being. He is spared the torment <^ 
passion and the remorse of sin ; he abandons 
neither his true interests, nor the cause of the 
Gospel ; he defers not, till it is too late, self- 
knowledge and self-correction; he deems all 
love unworthy of him, but the love of righteous- 
ness. *' It was for me," he saith to himself, 
" that Christ evinced so much love, — for me be 
suffered : Oh, how shall I forbear to glorify him 
in life and death ? How forbear to make his love 
known, his sacrifice s^preciated, his Gospel 
delighted in? How forbear to conpuc bi.ti^ 
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promotion of the design for which he csutne to , 
visit me, or to follow in his footsteps ?" 

" The Word was made flesh ;" nor did he 
ever utter an unholy expression^ or one unwor- 
thy of the Deity. Let us apply this lesson in 
our own discourses,— ^never to let fall a word in- 
jurious to faith, to piety, to humility, to charity, 
to justice, to purity; never for the purpose of 
lying, or for disseminating discord or vice ; 
never with the view of seducing others ; never 
for the purpose of taking the Lord's name in 
vain ; but always in order to glorify God, al- 
ways to promote the good, temporal and spiri* 
tual, of our fellow-creatures : such is our duty. 

*' The Word was made flesh." — ^Jesus, that 
he might extricate us from our miseify, came 
to share it with iis. Let us take this for a 
lesson of charity and brotherly tenderness : let 
us learn to share in the difficulties, the priva* 
tions, the suflFerings, and the dangers of our 
brethren. Not satisfied with sending them 
proofs of our beneficence, let us for a time 
leave our habitations, where comfort and ele- 
gance reign, in order to visit the sick and iiidi* 
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gent in/their qiouTnful retreats^ carryings where- 
ever we go, the charity which aids^ and the 
truth which consoles ; and thus let us distin- 
guish. this great festival, and every day of our 
lives, by exhibiting to the view of our suffering 
brethrei^ ; the image of God our Saviour, in 
which ^consists the glory of the Gospel. Ar4 
let us at the same time not forget, while we are 
careful to gpard against despising the poor, the 
menial,, the weak, and the ignorant, that the 
piety of 4ie ppor sufierer, who prays to God 
for his bene&ctors, is a more gratesful offering to 
heaven than all the easy virtues of prosperity. 

" The word was made flesh." — He who 
was, '' in the form of God, humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death/' for our salvation* 
In this, we have a lesson of humility and self- 
denial. He humbled himself: shall we be 
always striving to be exalted? He became 
poor : must we of necessity be rich ? He lived 
in obscurity and neglect : cannot we dispense 
with men's honours^ esteem, and regard ? He 
voluntarily subjected himself to suffering : must 
we every day enjoy our pleasures, our luxuries, 

£ 
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our feasts? Alas! are we following Christ, 
when humiliation offends us, when a single pri^ 
vation drives us to despair, when a trivial dis«- 
appointment irritates us, when a retired Kfo 
wearies us and we can live only for the worldv 
when temptation renders us cruel or unjust ;— 
when, in fine, we submit, for the sake of our 
passions, our caprices, and our worldly inte^ 
restd, to sacrifices which we shotld refuse to 
make to our duty and to heaven f Where, w 
this case, is the resemblance to Christ in us ? 
Where, when we suffer our affections to be 
entangled with earthly things, istnd we have 
cause to blush on account of the little care we 
take to encourage holy dispositions,-*— whore 
is our preparation for heaven ? wher0 ar^d the 
evidences of our treading in the path marked 
out for us by Christ ? 

And yet, who could concentrate his medita- 
tions upon the life of his Saviour, and upon whjat 
we owe to his sufferings and his instructions, 
and not feel his heart expand witii glowing and 
tender emotions, his mind exalted and enlarged, 
h£s ardour awakened, his affections purified, his 
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turbulence of passion quelled ? Who could help 
becoming better, or, at least, refrain from form- 
ing solemn resolutiotis of ameodm^it, and from 
labouring with incessatit assiduity to realize 
them ? Thus wise is man, whcfn he gives him- 
self up to the divine guidance ! Thus exalted 
is the Ohrii^tian, wheh hei falls prostrate at the 
feet of JesQS^ adores, and obeys I Oh, let us 
exckim with the Apostle, «^ afid may these 
words befound applicable to all whc^hear me:-^ 
*' Grace be with them that love our Lord Jesus 
ill sincerity ;" who love ihini that -they iziay 
serve and glorify him, that they may purify 
their hearts with teal fo^ his service, and grati- 
tude for his betiefits, tb&t they may cause him 
to dwell til and round ih6txt tbem ! 

And, I will also say, ''Grace be with all 
tbem " vvhd have never learned to love the Lord 
Jiteus. May it abide with them, th^t they may 
obtain mercy, And diat it may sanctify their 
souls ; that so faith inay succeed in them to 
unbelii^f, — feeal to indifference, — the love of God 
to the loive of the world and of themselves! 
May their very sins be the means of opening 
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their eyes, and of making^ them sensible that 
men^s passions are tyrants as perfidious as the^ 
are merciless^ and that Christ is a dear and 
faithful friend, who alone will not leave nor 
forsake them at the brink of the grave, — no, 
nor beyond the grave ! 

Adorable Saviour! *' Oflly-begotten Son of 
God!" blessed be thou for all that Ihbu faa&t 
done and: siiflTered, in order to enable us to 
become yiet again his dear children ! From 
that heavenly abode^ whither thou didst reas^ 
cend after thy great sacrifice, thou hast conti- 
nued ever to be unto us *' the word " of salva- 
tion, by speaking to our hearts, and calling us 
to life and happiness. With what earnest 
longing dost thou wait to receive us into thy 
paradise ; where there is no strife, because 
there God alone reigns ; no darkness, because 
nothing intercepts thy light ; no misery nor 
death, because it is the abode of that life, which 
is life, indeed ! Happy the man who, after 
having quitted this life of trial, and in all his 
being become united to Thee, enters upon a life 
of glory, and feels his eyes opening upon the 
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transporting light of heaven ! And happy the 
light of that eternal day, in which we shall 
contemplate the full completion of the work of 
our salvation through thy blood ! With what 
raptures shall we then bless the Father, who 
hath loved us with so much love, — the Son, 
who hath redeemed us, — the Holy Ghost, 
who hath renewed our nature, and changed us 
into glorified creatures ! How unlike such rap- 
tures to those transient flashes of zeal, in which, 
here on earth, we devote ourselves to thee, and 
then instantly fly off in pursuit of some plea- 
sure of this world. How often, alas ! have we 
promised to be thine, and thine alone ; whilst, 
almost as often, O loving Saviour, we have for- 
gotten and offended thee ! Put an end to this 
criminal inconstancy ; and enable us to apply 
all our powers and our will to choose what is 
good, and to do what is good, and to serve thee 
truly now and for ever ! Amen ! 



SERMON III. 



THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF 

REPENTANCE. 



Gaussen. 



Note. — /» the original, the third and fourth DiscowBes form 
but one: which, onaceount of its unusual, and (in relation to 
the rest of those selected for the present volume) its dispro- 
porticnate length, the Editor has taken the liberty to divide in 
two, without, he trusts, any injury to the effect of the whole. 



SERMON III. 



Luke xiii. 1 — 5. 

There were present at that season some that told him of the 

Galileans^ whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 

sacrifices. 
And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these 

Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because 

they suffered 'such things ? 
I tell you, Nay : but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish. 
Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 

slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men 

that dwelt in Jerusalem ? 
I tell you. Nay : but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish. 



A PREACHER remarkable for a truly chris- 
tian energy and for a persuasive tenderness of 
manner, being asked what was the feeling which 
predominated in his mind, whilst his imploring 
voice and his affectionate language penetrated 
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every soul with an emotion so deep and so 
devout, replied, that he never ascended the 
pulpit without this pathetic idea: ''Perhaps 
there may be, in this temple, one who is about 
to hear, for the first time, the Gospel of Christ ; 
perhaps, also, there is one who is now to hear it 
for the last time." Oh, how effectually. My 
Brethren, would not the hearers of the Word 
receive it, did they never ent^r into our places 
of worship but with this thought t *' Perhaps 
the Word of life will be this day proclaimed to 
me, as it were, for the first time ; — it may be, 
also, that I am destined now to hear it for the 
last time ! But, am I not told that this Word 
is the very voice of my God, that it is those 
* Good Tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people V — And yet I have hitherto received 
it with so much coldness ! Am I not told, that 
it is ' a weapon mighty, through God, to the 
bringing into captivity of every thought to the 
obedience of Christ V And yet it has produced, 
hitherto, so little impression upon my heart; 
and still I remain unchanged during so many 
years, that I am in the habit of reading it in the 
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Holy Bible, and of hearing it preached ! Per- 
haps, therefore, I have never yet well under- 
stood the spirit of' it ; perhaps, alas^ I am of 
that unhappy number, spoken of by our Lord 
in the Parable of the Sower, who receive his 
word without effect, because they have heard 
it without comprehending it : — then, it may be, 
that this day it will be addressed to me, in an 
effectual manner, for the first time.*' 

But, above all. My Brethren, above all, with 
how much efficacy would the hearers of the 
word receive it, could they but say to them-* 
selves : '' To-day, perhaps, for the last time« 
I hear the invitations of the Gospel, and 
the v<Mce of God my Saviour. Soon, for me, 
will the scenes of this life of trial have all 
passed away, like the spectacle of an hour, and 
like a morning dream. Time flies on; the 
hours cease not to strike ; eternity advances ; 
the Lord is at hand ! Ah, therefore, now is, for 
me, the acceptable time ; now, therefore, is 
the day of salvation," 

Hear then. My Brethren, hear with these 
dispositions, the word which the Saviour of the 
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world again addresses to you this day ; and im-^ 
press upon yourselves, that, if ever there was 
a subject to which you were bound to listen 
with the pious self-coUectedness of a spirit 
which communes with itself, and which con- 
templates eternity, it is, assuredly, th^t which 
the text of this day presents to you. 

These words were spoken by our Saviour at 
the close of a long discourse, in which he had 
urged the necessity of turning to profit, for the 
purpose of repentance, the uncertain and fleet- 
ing time during which the word of salvation is 
preached to us ; and as, then, several persons 
present at this exhortation instanced to him, in 
confirmation of his discourse, the sudden end 
of certain Galileans put to death by order 
of Pilate, " Suppose you," said he to them, 
" that these Galileans were sinners above all 
the Galileans ? I tell you, nay : but, except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish," 

Such is the important subject proposed for 
our instruction this day. 

After haying, therefore, briefly set before you 
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the particolara accessory to our text, we shall 
proceed immediately to the important lessoa 
which is there offered to us. And, with this 
view, calling your attention, in the jfirst place, 
to the question : *' Suppose ye. that these Gar 
lileans were sinners above all the Galileans ?*' 
we shall show you, that you all stand in 
NEED OF REPENTANCE :— Sccondly,' ill reply to 
the question : Wh^t js it to RiejpfiNi? ? we will 
entreat you to; agk yourselves, whether you 
have already repented -' — ^And lastly, by way 
of reply to this final inquiry : What aee. the 

MEANS OF REPENTANCE ? WO wiU poiut OUt tO 

you, that the repentance of each of you is in 
your own power, — 

Oh, thou Word of God, merciful voice of my 
Saviour, Wqrd " mighty to. the pulling down 
of [Strong holds, casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God," come, shed thy influence 
upon our consciences, — come, address every 
heart here present ! May we all listen to thee, 
with the humility of little children, with the 
attention of immortal beings ; even as though 



62 

we were hearing thee upon our death-bed, at 
the approach of our last hour, at the dawn of 
the day of Christ ! 

Lord, Lord Jesus ! that art " the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever,'* do thou there- 
fore speak to all these thy people ; enable us 
plainly to declare to them *' the word of God, 
as of God, in the sight erf God, and in Christ ^ 
be with us, and put into our souls, as well as 
on our lips, the simplicity of a heart devoted t^ 
thy love, which seeks after Thee, and seeks 
Thee only ! Amen. 

When our Lord uttered the solemn declara- 
tion which is now to form the subject of our 
meditations, he was surrounded by a great 
multitude, ** insomuch,** says the Bvangelist, 
'' that they trode one upon another/* He had 
been addressing to them the most earnest ex- 
hortations to watch over the condition of their 
souls before God, while there was yet time, 
while it was yet day. *' Let your loins be 
girded about,*' said he to them, *^ and your 
lamps burning ; and ye yourselves like unto 
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men that wait for their Lord, that they may 
open unto him immediately. — ^Ye can didcem 
the face of the sky and of the €arth : but how 
is it that ye do not discern this time ? — ^When 
thou goest with thine adversary to the magis- 
trate, as thou art in the way, give diligence 
that thou mayest be delivered from htm ; lest 
he hale the^to the judge, and the judge delir 
ver thee to the officer^ and the officer cast thee 
into prison. I tell thee, thou shalt not depart 
thence, till thou hast paid the very last mite/' 
I'hat is to say: '' Oh, immortal souls, why 
discern ye not the tiihe of the patient waiting 
and invitation of a Redeeming God ? You have 
an ' adversary ;' and that adversary is the God 
wh(mi you have so deeply offended : you are in 
'the way* to the judgment-seat of Christ ; and 
that way is youjr brief existence : Whikt^ then^ 
you are yet in the way, ' give diligence that you 
may be delivered from him,' lest you arrive 
'before the Judge' eternal, without surety, with- 
out remission of sins, without reconcilement, 
without a Saviour." 
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"There wire present at that season," 
cmr text relates, " some that told him op 
THE Galileans, whose blood Pilate had 

MINGLED WITH THEIR SACRIFICES ;" either 

with the iatentioa of confirmitig the great lesson, 
which they had just heard from; their Lord, by 
adducing to him th^fatalexample of. those un-» 
happy persons, thus brought before their judgef 
at the moment when; doubtless^ they imagined 
that the way of life was to be lengthened out 
a long time yet for them ; — or else,. w:holly pre- 
occupied with an: event which had lately ^oit^d 
in Jerusalem universal ittdignatioo, they w;ere 
desirous of ascertaining. what sentence tbe Lopd 
had passed upon these Galileans, and upon the 
odious governor, who, for five years, had made 
Judea groan . beneath the weight of his extor* 
tions and his cruelties.. . 

We can only form conjectures respecting the 
motive, which could induce Pilate thus to pro- 
fane the public worship, and the holy places 
consecrated to religion, by a murder, which, 
moreover, but too closely resembles some 
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other acts of his authority previously ^nown. 
Haughty^ always in arms^ and ambitious of 
independence, the Galileans lived under the 
dominion of Herod Antipas, and were but in- 
directly subject to the Roman authority ; but 
at the yearly return of the solemnities of the 
Passover and of Pentecost, they assembled 
together by thousands at Jerusalem, in order 
to join the rest of the Jews, who, from the ex- 
tremity of the East, and out of every province 
of the empire, came there to the celebration of 
those festivals. It is therefore very possible, 
that those here spoken of had provoked the 
rage of Pilate by the use of some rash and se- 
ditious expressions. Less than this, however, 
would have sufficed to urge on to the most 
cruel excesses this fierce and zealous soldier, 
who hated both them and their king ; and who 
was always ready enough at shedding blood. 

Alas, there is the blood of another, which, 
at the last day, will cry out yet louder against 
this iniquitous and cruel ruler. — The year fol- 
lowing was to obtain for Pontius Pilate the 
fatal distinction of an immortal infamy. At the 

F 
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next Pfeissover he was to deliver up to death 
the Priace of Life^ in spite of the voice of his 
conscienoe and the warnings of heaven ; and^ 
thus consummating the great sacrifice, which, 
during fifteen huxidred years, the Passover ha^d 
prefigured^ to destroy the Temple of God in 
the person of the Messiah, and to shed the 
blood of the everlasting covenant. 

In the mean time, aaother catastrophe, less 
tragic but not less &tal,. had just furnished 
Jerusalem with yet a new lesson, upon the ne- 
cessity of ealling herself, without dday, to an 
account for the things dime m her. 

The brook of 8iloe, to the south-east of Jeru- 
sal^tn, ran out of the hill of Sk>n, at the ter- 
niination of the deep valley which aepwated 
the city of David from the mountain of Acra, 
upon which the lower town was buiit. The 
waters of this spring, which, according to 
St. Jercmie, was the only one whence Jeru- 
salem could be supplied, after escaping from 
the city, ran along Aht some distance by its 
walls, and thence crossing some pleasant gar- 
dens and groves, poured their limpid waves 
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into the torrent of Cedron. Now» it hsA lately 
happened, that a tower^, erected in thi^ vicinity 
of this stream, probably upon the wall which 
waa carried rpund for the defence of Jerusalem, 
had fallen down suddenly ; aijid eighteen per- 
sons had perished under its ruins. 

These two melancholy events, and upi parti- 
cular the former, occupied at that time the 
public attentioA at Jerusalem, and were most 
likely the general subject of cqnversat],on \n 
that capital. People discussed the causes 
which led to them ; th^y repeated all the par- 
ticulars, from mouth to mouth ; they took up 
various opinions, respecting the wrongs of the 
one set of sufferers, and the misfortune of the 
other ; instead of confessing that all such cala- 
mities, which the Providence of God calls us 
to witness, are so many silent but eloquent 
appeals in which it is his pleasure to address 
us, — so many striking le^on^ which a long-suf- 
fering Gqd is pleased to afford one part of man- 
kind in the sufferings of others. 

Alas, while " the Prince of Life," dwelling 
among men, and traversing their towns and 
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countries, had, during thirty months, been 
calling lost sinners about him, — ^whilst his 
affectionate voice was beseeching them to 
repent, — even then, as at this day, the cur- 
rent of secular events absorbed the universal 
attention. 

So it ever is! — Men, alas! occupy them- 
selves with the things of life, only to forget the 
end of life ; with the death of their fellow- 
creature's, only to forget their own which is 
drawing nigh ; and with the judgments which 
God displays here on earth before our eyes> 
only to forget the judgments eternal, and the 
tribunal of Christ. And whilst the stream of 
time bears onward our frail bark, with so rapid 
a course, towards the ocean of eternity, the 
succession of fugitive s^cenes which its banks 
present by turns to our observation, — that very 
succession which ought in so impressive a man- 
ner to remind us with what rapidity we glide 
through life, — is the cause of our forgetting 
that " we are strangers with God, and so- 
journers, as all our fathers were ;" — that we are 
** in the way " to " the magistrate f — that it 
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behoves us to repent ; — that we bear an immor- 
tal soul which we must save. 

Frequently, we even persuade ourselves that 
we are religiously employed about divine 
things, because we attach much interest to the 
purely external circumstances which belong to 
the kingdom of heaven. We take praise to 
ourselves for having exercised our curiosity 
upon the plots of Caiphas, of Herod, or of 
Pilate ; without, however, having thence taken 
occasion to draw nigh to God, to commune 
with our own hearts, and ourselves, to take 
account of our lives. 

This was, doubtless, the idea of those per- 
sons, who, in order to make it appear to our 
Lord how great an interest they took in the 
temple, in the divine service, in their Gali- 
lean brethren, related to him what had occur- 
red to those foreign worshippers, whose blood 
Pilate had shed with that of their victims, in 
the consecrated courts whither their devotion 
had conducted them. 

But observe well here. My Brethren, our 
Lord's answer: it will instruct you how we 
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ought to apply to ourselves those judgments 
which his Providence sets before our eyes for 
our admonition. 

*' Suppose ye/' he replies^ " that these 
Galileans v!ere sinners above all the 
galiltans, because they suffered such 

THINGS? I TELL YOU, NaY : BUT, EXCEPT YE 
REPENT, YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH." 

And immediately afterwards, lest those who 
faeatd liiin should fail to take in the full mean^ 
ing of this declarati6ti, or might conceive that 
it implied an exclusive cotidemnation of the 
inhabitants of Galilee, our Lotd looks out for 
a fitesfa illustration within the very circuit of 
Xerutolem :■—•*' Qr those eighteen ujpon 
WHOM the tower in Saloam fell, and slew 

THEltf, THINK Y« THAT THEY WERE SINNERS,** 

— (in the Greek it is " debtors," alluding, no 
doubt, to the parable which precedes our text,) 

— "THINK YE THAT THEY WERE SINNERS ABOVE 
ALL MEN THAT DWELT IN JERUSALEM? I TELL 

YOU, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shaIl 

ALL LIKEWISE PERISH." 

As if he had said to them : '^ You instance 
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to me^ as teiniiDf to second my urgent ^xiior- 
tatioDs, 4iie sadden fate of diose unhappy per- 
sons whom Pilate^ swcnrd bath abruptly cut off 
from life, and sent, unawares, to appear in the 
presence of the eternal Judge ; your minds are 
wholly taken up by 1^ act of atrocity ; per- 
haps even the harsh pwty spirit which animates 
you against these sons of Israel, bom under a 
different government and in a different clime 
from your own, leads you to regard tiieir ex- 
termination rather as a just judgment o£ God 
tiian as a martyrdom : But, I tell you again, 
have regard to yoursdves ; think seriously of 
yomr repentance ; and look upon events such 
as these in the light of warnings from above, 
calculated to engage you eamesdy in the work 
of salvation. Do not imagine, that ^ these 
Galileans, or those eighteen, were sinners above 
all the Galileans, above all the dwellers in Jeru- 
salem : — ^I tell you, nay :' you all are sinners, 
all guilty ; you all need to be converJ;ed ; and 
ye yourselves who hear me, I have not ceased 
to declare to you, that, * unless ye repent, 

Yt SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH ;' aud in the 
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same manner as they perished &>x evet, as to 
this world, shall ye perish for ever, as to the 
world to come. Place, therefore, less confi-* 
dence in the mere name of Jews ; for I make 
known to you, that ^ he is not a Jew which 
is one outwardly ;' and that * verily, verily, 
except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.' " — 

O, my soul! — do thou, therefore, become 
serious and thoughtful whilst thou art contem- 
plating the dispensations of thy God; — and, 
whilst the children of this world, absorbed by 
the din of society, and by the turmoil of earthly 
things, turn their attention to those dispensa^ 
tions, only for the sake of deriving from them 
a passing amusement, or of forming harsh 
and hasty, or, at the best, vain conclusions, 
respecting the instruments or the victims of 
them,— do thou, my soi^l, for thy part, call up 
thy profoundest thoughts in the presence of 
thy God, and enter upon a severe and solemn 
self-examination. Think that the word of 
Christ is this day preached in Jerusalem ; turn 
thy thoughts to eternity, and begin by judging 
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thine own self. Art thou prepared? — Thou 
hast just witnessed beside thee some awful 
stroke of the Almighty ; — a violent and sudden 
death, — the untimely loss of a being tenderly 
beloved, who has just been called away from 
life, at the period of hope and of confidence ; — 
groans now burst from that dwelling where 
yesterday were heard but the sweet accents of 
homefelt joy. At this calamity some weep ; 
others are terrified; it absorbs the minds of 
all. — And thou, my soul, hast thou prepared 
thy ^reckoning ? Had I myself been found this 
morning lifeless, — Oh, my soul, wert thou pre- 
pared ? — Thou art upon the brink of eternity ; 
thou art but a few days firom the day of Christ ; 
there is but a breath — but a breath ! — between 
thee and the tremendous scenes of futurity. 
Hast thou repented ? Is all ready ? Art thou 
prepared to meet thy God ? If my sin is 
forgiven me, all is well ; but, if I am yet in 
my sins, all is ill: and nothing should be 
allowed to call off my thoughts until I have 
rendered my hopes secure, and made the 
Saviour mine. 
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Let us therefore, now. My Brethren, give all 
our attention to this important and sdBTecting 
declaration, which our Lord this day calls 
upon us to meditate : " Unless ye repent^ 

TE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH.'' 

Some commentators, giving a paTticular em- 
phasis to this last expression, have thought 
they perceived, in this threatening of our 

Saviour, a prophetic allusion to the approach- 

* 

ing destruction of Jerusalem ; and to the man- 
ner in which the inhabitants of that rebellious 
city were destined, thirty-eight years after- 
wards, •' to mingle their blood with their 
sacrifices," and to be destroyed at once by the 
sword of the Romans, and under the ruins of 
their demolished ramparts. 

We see no reason for rejecting this idea ; 
and we willingly admit, that this declaration 
of our Saviour, at the same time that it bore 
a particular i^eference to a future judgment, 
might also have regard to those temporal judg- 
ments which he was shortly about to bring 
upon the Jewish people. 

But, let us look farther ; and not lose in 
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critical researches, the precious time which we 
ought to employ to our edification. 

A solemn appeal speaks to our souls ; from 
the ruins of Siloe, and the blood of the Gali- 
leans, a voice proceeds, which cries : Repent 
ye ! Our Lord calls upon us this day, to medi- 
tate the most important truth,— the funda- 
mental truth, — ^of our religion. 

1. In fafct, My Brethren, — and we beg of you 
to be attentive to this observation — the asser- 
tion of the text applies genfetally . It addresses 
itself to each of you who ate here present, as 
it addressed itself, eighteen hundred years ago, 
to the men of Jerusalem, — as, a hundred years 
hence, it will address itself to your children's 
children : all need repentance. Do not ima- 
gine '' that these Galileans, or those eighteen, 
were sinners above all the Galileans, or all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem ;'' do not, either, ima- 
gine. My Brethren, that all the inhabitants of 
Galilee, or that all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, were sinners above all the inhabitants 
of our country, of our time, or of our city : 
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** Nay," upon the authority of our Lord, ** I 
TELL YE, Nay :" We must all of us repent. 

Repentance, then, is not a duty which con- 
cerns either the heathen only, or those aban- 
doned men, whom the world censures, and 
public opinion condemns. Throughout all 
Galilee, throughout all Jerusalem, every child 
of Adam must repent or must die : all stand in 
need of repentance. 

Such is, doubtless, the meaning of our Lord 
in the text ; but such is likewise the doctrine 
of every page of the Holy Scriptures ; such is 
the doctrine that God has never ceased to 
declare to his people, from the earliest ages of 
the world; and it is still the doctrine which 
he commands his ministers to '^ preach among 
all nations, and to every creature, even unto 
the end of the world." 

Prophets, apostles, evangelists, — all affirm 
that every child of Adam, circumcised or un- 
circumcised, baptized or unbaptized, before he 
can become an inheritor of the kingdom of hea« 
ven, must have experienced, in his habits, in 
his character, in his affections, and in his habi- 
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tual mode of thinking, a change ; Which Scrip- 
ture calls, indifferently, " Repentance, — Rege- 
neration, — Renewing of the Holy Ghost, — New 
Birth, — Renewing of the mind;" and which 
it characterizes by the strongest expressions 
which human language can furnish. — It de- 
clares to us, that we are not by nature in a fit 
condition for the kingdom of heaven ; that we 
are all by nature miserable sinners, bom in 
corruption, prone to evil, unable of ourselves 
to do good; that we thus, by the just judg- 
ment of God, draw down upon ourselves con- 
denmation and death; that it concerns us, not 
that we should not lose ourselves, (we are 
lost !) but, to save ourselves ; that Jesus is 
called Jesus, for no other reason but be- 
cause he is come *' to seek and to save that 
which is lost;" that all Galilee lieth in guilt; 
that all Jerusalem lieth in guilt; and that 

*' UNLESS WE REPENT, WE SHALL ALL LIKE- 
WISE PERISH." 

Such is the sentence of the eternal Word; 
but such also. My Brethren, is the sentence 
which a world at enmity with God was never 
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wiiling to bear. It is a|raiii$t these declara* 
tKHds of tke God of love, who '' hath no plea* 
wre in the death of the simief, but rather that 
he turn from his way and live/' — ^it is against 
these declarations^ humiliating, no doubt, but 
salutary, that the enemy of our souls has at all 
times most earnestly endeavoured to excite to 
rebellioa the pride of mankind ; '< lest/' as 
our Lord saith, *' they should believe and be 
savedr" No sooner had our first parejat re- 
ceived from God this express decree : '' In the 
day that thou" violatest this commaiidment,. 
^' thou sbalt surely die," than Satan, eager for 
his ruin, began to say to him : '' Thou shalt not 
surely die,"— And so it is still, that, ever since 
the fall, whilst God proclaims in bis Word, that 
^' by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin/* and that ** unless wj: refznt 
VK SHALL PBBI3H/' the enemy insinuates to 
us : " Ye shall not surely die," — Whilst God 
assures us in his Word, that we are all 
** debtors," all '^ sinful," all '' the children of 
wrath even as othexs;" but that Jesus hath 
appeared, to ^^ deliver us from the wrath to 
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come/' and ^' to save that which wa& lost ;^ 
the enemy labours to persuade ua, that we are 
not exposed to '' wrathf," that we are not 
'* tost," aad that we are not in need of 
" repentance/' — ^Whflst God cries out to us 
in his Word : ** Let them be at peace with me ! 
Let them be at peace with me!" the enemy 
says : " Peace and safety ; Peace^ Peace," 
M^n there is^ no peace. — *' They have belied 
the Lord/' saith Jeremiah, '^ and hare said^ 
It is not he, neither shall evil come upon us/' 

But, what need to dwell upon the proof of 
a truth which runs through every fundamental 
truth of our religion ; and which is proclaimed 
to us in its turn by every page of our sacred 
Book, from Genesis to the final Revelations of 
the Apostle St. John ? 

All must repent : that is the whole subject 
of the, preaching of our Lord, of his prophets 
before him, of Im apostles after him. — " No 
man can enter into the kingdom of God, except 
he be bom again /^ such is our Lord's first 
address to Nicodemus: and when the latter 
marvels at a doctrine which is every where 
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appMent in the Old Tefttamoat, t)uv 'Lo»l.ire^ 
pUesito him ; '" Art thou a master in l&f^lrtfuAt 
knpwest not these things ?" — ** I send theeHOit 
turn th^o^.from darkness to ligbt^ and friQip jthQu 
pQwer of Sigtaft unto God, tb^t th^y may.:re^,| 
caive forgiyeijo^ o£@ins, and inheritfunceaisMHligi. 
them w|iich are sanctified by fieuth th^Ai^in.'. 
me :" Such is the suj>stance pf the commisavmif 
of Christ's nnnisteics*-r'' Now God poiiMiiandc^b t 
** all n^^ §very wliere to repeftt,:" SMjcfe yrftip., 
the tenour of the Apostle P^ul'i^ preaohing. ip . 
the city of Athens, — ." In jChri^tjJesuB* ni^t^r 
cirqumc^^iqn ^availeth apythjingi. n9ir pncwcmpsv i 
cisiox^, but a new creftture :" Such is th^, ApWf- 1 
tie's declft^*atio^ to the Galatiajis. — ff J^or^h^m, 
is no difference/' he says s^ai^, §inc^. J^i^ly 
have sinned and qome ^hort of th^ g^l3f.;f)f$ 
God; since ** every mputh ought to bQ.;$tQp^;; 
ped^ and all the world become < guilty ;bofoi:0it 
God ;" since ** there is npne righteQ\if»^ hq*, 
not one/' audr '" we are all by^ nature th^ ohU-, , 
dren of wrath, even as others.'* 

We must " REPENT ;" we must be ** barn 
again ;" we must be '' circumcised in heart ;" 
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we mwt be '*^ quickened/' and '' pass from 
death unto life ;" we must '^ make us a new 
heart and a new spirit ;" we must be '< re- 
newed by the Holy Spirit/' and *^ transformed 
by the renewing of pur min4 ;' ' we must '• put 
off the old man^ and put on the new man ;" we 
must be '' turned from the power of Satan 
unto Gk>d ;" we must become ^' new crea- 

« 

tures/' pass through a *' new creation;" and, 
in the words of the text : ** Unless ye repent, 

TE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH." 

Now, then, I turn to you who hear me, and 
I implore you all, to compare these declara- 
tionSi so express, of the eternal Word of God, 
with what has passed in your bosoms, since 
you have heard the preaching of the Gospel. 
I implore you to consider, how very vain and 
frivolous, by the side of declarations, such as 
these, appear the notions which so many perr 
sons among us form for themselves, respecting 
religion, the conversion of the heart, and their 
Christian service : — ^^certain external forma- 
lities, certain religious observances, in which 
the heart feels not and speaks not ; certain 

G 
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cdd and languid pevformances of ao^ ever feeble 
devotion^ certidn vague projects of future re^ 
pentanee^ rather than hearty resolutions and 
sincere endeavours. — Ah ! what in common 
have these empty seemings^ this sickly glow of 
devotion, these dreary shadows of piety^ with 
what Scripture tells us of an efficacious re«- 
pentance, when she represents it as the deli- 
verance from a 0tate of dea&« as the passing 
from the power of Satan t(y God, as a resurrec'- 
tion, as a being bom i^n ? Oh, then, I imr 
plore you once more to ask yourselves, while 
yet there is time, with earnest solicitude, 
whether you would be led by the various 
cares, the various honours, the many delights 
of a world, which, after all, is but '' a fiishion 
that passeth away," should it be found, at the 
last day, that you are not of Christ's flock, 
that '^ your heart is not right in the sight of 
Ood,** that you '' are yet in the bond of 
iniquity^ ' and that, to speak the language of 
Scripture, you have *^ neither part nor lot, m 
this mtttterr 
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words.: Go, my son ; *^ thy faith hath saved 
thee ; go in peace." 

Go to hiro, than — go to him as you are, 
freely aad without distrust, remembering that 
ha invites unto him '^ all those v^o are weary 
and heavy laden ;" remembering that what he 
commands you in his Word> he will obtain for 
you by his Spirit, he has purchased for you by 
his blood ; and that himself hath said : ''He 
that Cometh unto me, I will in i^o wise cast 
out.'* Go therefore to him, exclaiming with 
your whole heart, in the words of David : 
** Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 
O Lord : If thou. Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
who shall stand ? But there is forgiveness with 
thee, that thou mayest be feared :" — Aye, for- 
giveness, that thou mayest be feared ! — I come 
then to thee, my God, *' poor, miserable, 
blind, and naked,'' with no other offering than 
the confession of my unworthiness, with no 
other claim to thy mercies but my misery and 
thy promises. ** Purge me> O God, witlj 
hyssop,'" and the blood of the Tabernacle^ 
** and I shall be clean : Create in me a clean 
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heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me. 

If, My Brethren, you do these things, if you 
thus draw nigh to the Saviour, I am authorized 
to affirm to you, upon the word of God, " who 
cannot lie," that, assuredly you will find 
peace, assuredly your prayers will be heard, 
assuredly you will repent, assuredly you will 
be saved. 

. Herein trust the Word of God, herein trust 
the believers of every age and nation. These 
are the sole means which wrought the repent- 
ance and salvation of the sanguinary Saul of 
Tarsus, the sinful Mary, and the unjust pub- 
lican Zaccheus. These are the sole means 
which have wrought the repentance and justi- 
fication of believers of our own days ; who will 
all tell you, with the Apostle Paul : ** This is 

^ • 

a faithful saying, that Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mericy, that 
in me Jesus Christ might show forth all long 
suffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on Him, to life everlasting." 
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Then will the Saviour ftilfil for yoti his two- 
fold promise, — the remission of yout sins, and 
the conversion of your soul. Then will the 
spectacle of Jesus, dying for you with tortures' 
at which humanity diudders, and amidst the 
anguish of the second death^^ — that spectacle 
unfolded to your view by the Holy Spirit,— sug- 
gest to you feelings and convictions respecting 
the enormity of sin and the goodness of God, 
compared with which every discourse of the 
most eloquent human wiisdomi respecting vice 
and virtue, will appear to you no more than 
*' sounding brass^ or a titikling cymbal." — 
Then, in like manner as the earthy when the 
warmth of the sun returns after a protracted 
winter, feels the melting of the ice which held 
it bound in the fetters of sterility and death, 
will your spirit, when once it shall have beheld 
Jesus ''the sun of righteousness, with healing 
in* his wings," drink in, together with the light 
of faith, the warmth, the peace, the joy, the 
spring-time of a new existence, causing it to 
be renewed in youth and freshness, to the glory 
of its God. — Then you will daily become morei 

I 
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your SaTioiir, '* meek and lowly of heart ;" 
you will *' put off all anger^ wrath, malice', 
evil concupiscence ;" you will *' put off the 
old man with his deeds/' and will put on, as the 
** elect of <iod, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
long suffering ; and the peace of God *' will 
" role in your hearts." 

O, *^ good tidings I" O, tidings how joyful to 
t|ie. heart of 6 sinner conscious of his wretch^ 
edi^ess, and m search of p^ace ! O my soul, 
drink in long draughts of these living waters of 
heaven^ whose refreshing is unto eternal life I^ — 
Is not. My Brethren, is not this €ktepel,«-^ 
are ])ot those good tidkgs^ indeed a subject of 
great joy to your exhausted souls ? 

Ours is a Saviour '' nughty to save/* Let 
us not then refuse to go to him ! Wretched 
sinners, wretched mortals, wretched worms as 
we are, on the brink oi eternity, '' to whom 
should we goT Hath not he alone ''the 
words of eternal life ?" It is such a joy, it is 
such a bliss, to resign one's self to Christ ! — It 
is so delightful a thing, even in the midst of 
tears, even in exile, even under the darkest 
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cloud ,«f>woe» eveadn. ther house oC.tauliiimilg^. 
^en'on the* bed .of death j-^ttt&oo {lol^tfuJl 
a thiDg t6 di8bmden<2Be'3;8el^..at: thetfbdt of 
th^ . Of dis, of the :lQad of pile'a/ 8]tt»n*-to> dday 
one's self— to gWeohe'siself whuUyiii|>.teiImd 
— ^to follow him— to resign our heart to him ! 

Almighty God ! in thy name I have said to 
these thy people : " Repent ye ; except ye 
REPENT, YE SHALL PEBisH :'l in thy name I have 
said to them : ^* Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead> and Christ shall give thee 
light/' — but nevertheless what is it that I hav^ 
been able to do, save only " to sow," and *' to 
water/' It is Thou only, O God, *' that givest 
the increase," it is Thou only that givest jsalva^* 
tion, it is Thou only that makest the dead to 
live ! Here then, O Lord God, we once m<»e, 
in the presence of thy divine majesty, confess 
ourselves miserable sinners, deserving of con- 
demnation and death ; but humbly we fly for 
refuge to thy grace ; and we implore thee, for 
the love of thy Son, to help our wretchedness, 
to pardon our transgressions, to increase in us 
daily the graces of thy blessed Spirit : that so, 

I 2 
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acknowledging more and more our offences, 
andibfiing converted to Thee, we may with all 
bur heart forsake sin, and bring forth fruits of 
righteousness well pleasing to Thee, through 
Jesus Christ Our Lord.— Amen. 
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SERMON V. 



ON THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST. 



Ph. Mouchm. 



SERMON V. 



Luke ii/8, 9, 10. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And, lo, the Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them : and they 

were sore afraid. 
And the Angel said unto them, Fear not ; for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great Joy, which shall be to 

all people. 



THE work of God, as far as man's salvation 
is concerned, includes two things equally wor- 
thy of our adoration : — the one, the benefit in 
itself; the other, its application. The one is 
the gift, which he presents, of his Son, and. 
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together with him, of all other blessings that 
could accompany this amasiing act of love ; the 
other is the knowledge which he aflbrds of that 
Redeeming Son« to those individuals or na^ 
tions^ whom he jadges prepared or worthy to 
receive him: — the whole means he employs 
for the manifesting of this '' great salvation/' 
and for the propagation and triumph of his 
Gospel. 

There is. in these two branches of the divine 
proceedings^ a character of grandeur aiid mag* 
nj^ceaci^ con^nipn to both: but, in both, l^at 
^n4^iif,.(^d.j'that magnificence lose them^ 
seines, asU were, in all that is most hunbte^ 
The Almighly descends upon earth, in orders 
as it appeiirB, to search out the obscurest, and 
the most abject forms, wherein to conceal him*^ 
self finom the eyes of the ungodly^ \i^o are 
there ificapable ^of perceiving him. 

A helpl^sis .child, to whcmi, in the recessei^ 
of a sti^ble, a humble wooum bath just gii^eor 
birth, is yet the Son of God, the future Lord 
of earth and h^ven ! The world knows himi 
not ; the nation which expects him for ite 
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Mag, ^maittitf whbfUy unsu8pioi<>u8 <A mHSLM 
tatjr :-*^iidi is the first step ib th« divihe't^to'^ 
eeddings, the eaiiiest ubIod of grandeur ^it& 
meanness, by \rittck weak mifid^ are sda!nda- 
Iked, but which deeply affects bimf ivho kndt/v^ 
how rightly to regard it, as thu^ givtti^ id 
humanity a generous friend-^to the^ pcrdr/ ^ 
brother — to the afflicted, a conrfortef. ^ *^ ''^^"^ 
And with respect to the first manifekt^fitm 
which Heaven makes of this g}h, ^you haV^'^st 
heard it rdated ; and tnus^ hav6 reifi^i^Siidf^lfl 
it a similar conjnnction of eirdtitlM^la&^s^diS 
most opposite :^-^so close is the'^a^aK^^B^S 
tween this mystery and that of il^Mgb^?if ^§ 
the promulgation. Let us^ then vei^d^^m^4'S 
pierce its depths^^f possible to j uitSP^^ nf,-^ 
to obtain/ at leasts a glimpse of it^ ot^^^P^ 
above all, to draw from the narrative b^^^^§ 
the valuable lessons it contaittsv Of ^ ffi^i^ 
lessons some are Bffbrded us in the cd^hd^ct 
of Heaven itaelf^ and of the angek b^ Wliok 
it v^as manifest^ ; othem» in tii$t of ''ibi^ 
humble individuals, who were hohpured' with 
this glorious revelation ; die formic pre^ntipg 
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uft with an opportunity of reflecting upon the 
ways of God, in the application of the benefits 
of grace, — the latter, upon the manner in which 
it is fit they should be received. — Oh, that we 
ourselves, blessed with the knowledge of that 
great salvation which the Lord hath obtained 
for us, may learn from this afiecting medita* 
tion, to feel its value, and to merit the posses* 
sion oi it in eternity ! 

It is not the miraculous part of the event 
which we are considering, that could be of a 
nature to excite in us a painful astonishment ; 
nor is it in that quarter, that scepticism could 
make the slightest attack upon our faith. It 
was natural, according to our human notions, 
that God should signalize, by a prodigy of the 
kind, the nativity of his Son ; that he ishould 
dignify it, in the eyes of the world, by such 
messengers. We no where read, that those 

4 

celestial spirits were ever employed to an- 
nounce the birth of the greatest of men. They 
foretold, indeed, to Abraham, that Sarah should 
have a sdin ; they cbAferred the like honour upon 
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the fether of John the Baptist ; but they icame 
not in angejdc pageantry to proclaim to the world 
that either of them was bom. This priyilege 
was justly reserved for the Redeemer, the ob- 
ject of their adoration, — for Him who came to 
unbar the gates of their glorious habitations, 
and to present them with companions of their 
immortality. 

The imagination, which, in a subject so 
adapted to exalt it, may be allowed to pic- 
ture to itself those scenes which no eye httth 
witnessed, — the imagination delights to repre* 
sent those inhabitants of heaven, as attending, 
at his advent, upon the Son of the King of 
Glory*; forming his bright train; proclaiming 
his praises ; cdebrating his love towards us ; 
ministering in the accomplishment of that mys^ 
tery, in which he takes upon him mortal flesh ; 
sharing, after its' consummation, in the hap- 
piness of mankind ; assuming, with delight, 
a visible form, in order to solemnize, by their 
hozannas, that glorious epoch ; and affording 
to mankind a foretaste of the blessings with 
which Jesus came to crown them. Yes, 
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My BreUuren, you will ncAdeny^ that the m^re 
magnificeDt the mode of revelalioii, tbe more 
eur miads would be disposed to give it ere* 
deuce, because the subject is worthy of it iii 
the highest degree. 

What, therefore* at first sight, strikes with 
fatoDi^hBoeiit in this occurrence, is, that in on^ 
poi9t ^ view, it seems to present something 
mean^ or (shall we say?) little analogous to its 
otiiei? sifi^pMt;-^it is, that not only the ewth 
uniiferstiUy was not permitted to hear pro^ 
(dtinied'its Bfft^efector and its Sovereign, but 
t)i9& ^o fery people among whom he was 
b^irni'^he People whom God, with a view to^ 
thin ^ff^i beiiefit, had separated from the 
rmU'-pi whom, for so long, it bad be6n thd 
d^ightoof his pr<>phets to announce him,^*^. 
whos^lmirts- were beatings and at diait instant, 
which they had designated, especially, with 
the hope of at last possessing their glorious 
Messiah,-*^who, in short, were prepared to De- 
ceive with tmnsport the heavenly infant into 
their arms-^sinee, as appears by the very words 
oftheangeUtfaetidhi|g»ofhisbirth weveto be>a . 
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kubfect of OREAT ior to the whole fieople ;^)^ 
thst tlmt people, I say, should, with an inootiJ^ 
siderable- exception, be altogether esrisludisd 
bom tAiis immediate r^relation from heaven. 
What a contrast with ideas, apparenlly t\i 
natural and so just, is formed by these cdipres* 
sions of the Sacred Historian : *' There were ill 
the sane country shepherds abiding in the fteld'ii 
ke^ng watch over their flock by nigbt*'!^ ' ^ -^ 
Such, tiien, is the theatre of the-HM^slPalii^^ 
ing spectacle that ever ml^tal eyes b^ifd^.^^^^ 
fields covered with flocks ! Sueb ttei ^ ia^MsmIc^ 
diosen for this solemnity, — the depth of '^glifi' 
when scarcely an eye could be enftlUed<^^ld^ 
ea|oy it I Subh are the p^rsons^ ^hooi AA^^ 
Almighty exclusively distinguit^s^ ^ tteNt^ 
honour, — Shepherds! men of the loWeitt 4b>^ 
greee, men^ of simple and credulottt mMdi,*^"' 
at least that. is the first idea we^ coni^^iii^e of^ 
them, — rude, men^ perhaps, ^faose exterior <and ^ 
wbose<cAnrao(er wiil, in some sort, justifythe 
unbelief of the nation to whom they are sent 
with that joyfiiL message! How is/ it possible, 
but that this relation should^ for the mom^t. 
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suggest some difficulties and occasion some 
doubts^ even in minds tbe most open to con^ 
viotion ? 

. Nor does the Holy Spirit positirely con- 
demn thfise fiunt misgivings, provided ithat we 
decline not, in order to their removal, any of 
the means of illumination which he offers. U8« 
Before attempting, however, to place such 
means before you, I make my previous apjieal 
to, your fi^elingSk — Is there not discoverahle in 
thei^ circumstances, that sort of divine charm, 
which produces the presentiment of religidus 
truth ? — Does not your heart delight in this 
rustic solitude, and amongst these messengers 
of peace ? — And they — do they not themselves 
appear to you in their place, rather here, than 
wherever crowded assemblages of men give an 
idea only of tumult and of corruption ? — Does 
there appear to you nothing calculated to at- 
tract or to charm them, in that midnight repose 
in which their celestial voices encounter not a 
murmur that can obstruct their approach to the 
enchanted ear ? On the other hand, those men, 
whom, notwithstanding the inferiority of their 
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ponditiou, we should be wrong if we racked 
them with the hired servants who keep our 
own ^cks,^ — (for in those days the occupa*- 
tion of a shepherd was much more honoured, 
David himsdf 4>eing one,) — do those men, ha«- 
bituated, it may be, to contemplate, ia that 
lovely climate, the works of the Almighty, 
appear to you, upon reflection, unworthy on 
their part to be thus favoured of heaven ? Is 
it not, in short, beneath that starry vauH> 
and in the midst of that ben^cent majesty of 
nature, that it became the mightiest benefit df 
Grod's grace to be proclaimed ? Is it not in 
this temple of creation, that Christ himself will 
come to worship his Father, and to instcuct 
maiikind? — ^Yes, abode of innocence and of 
peace, it was due to thee, to resound with 
language that promulgated a Saviour to the 
world ! The heart, at least, finds nothing to 
offend it here; and should , the judgment yet 
remain unsatisfied, the means of informing it 
are in our hands : — ^To this end let us consider 
the subject more deeply. 
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If,. Christians, you observe carefully, you 
will find that the event, which thus signalizes 
the opening of the Gospel dispensation, is iii 
perfect harmony with the spirit of the dispen- 
sation itself,' — with the object, I would be un- 
derstood to say, which our Lord proposed to 
himself by his coming into the world. It 
was not his purpose, you need not be told, to 
transfer to earth the " brightness of his glory," 
— to erect over us an empire, of which the 
advantages would have had an exclusive ten- 
dency to promote his own glory, or of which 
even the benefits had been incompatible with 
our self-respect. '* My kingdom,'^ he said, 
when his death was at hand, '* my kingdom 
is not of this world." And this he already 
gives us to understand at his nativity; an- 
nouncing, indeed, his celestial reign, by the 
train which attends him, and proclaims him the 
Lord, but indicating at the same titne, that 
the object of his coming is hot to summon the 
world to the acknowledgment of its King ; for, 
without doubt, in that case, he had presented 
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himself to it in another form, than that of a 
frail infant, '* wrapped in swaddling clothes/' . 
to whom poverty refuses even a cradle. If 
Jesus is pleased to constitute for himself an 
earthly kingdopi^ it is one imperceptible to 
the senses, it is one in the hearts tjh^t froely 
acknowledge him for their Lord^-^for iakul's . 
vicegerent. The. object he proposes^, is, tjie. 
solution of this important and difficult, |^;x)* 
blem. To furnish man with tbe,precip;us|,, a|}- 
powerful, and triumphant guidance gS,. ^^^\ .. 
without, however, forcing his belief, ,wtbq))t;, 
d^gri^ying'him of all merit, by rendering^i^pprr. . 
fluous the noble 'exercise of his reason, ,witboi9t. 
thereby diminishing the value pf his virtues,:. pf,,. 
endangering his, title to their gloriowi^ ,rewarcj;i. . , 
Now, ^y Brethren, hs^d Jesus .made his apr 

> 

pearance with the overpowering magnificence 
which belonged to his nature, — had it b^^Q 
granted to every ear to hear his power pro- 
claimed^ — this whole design, conceived by , 
divine meroy, would thenceforward have be^Q 
subverted; "every knee" would have ''bowed", 
instantly, before the time appointed for that 
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universal and inToluntary submission, ^hich 
will one day take place; but not till that 
of the heart and will shall have secured the 
glory of the elect. It was necessary that 
^* every knee" should ^* bow ;" and then it 
bad been, not with that delightful union of 
admiration and love, which breathed in the 
ejaculation of an Apostle, enraptured at be- 
holding, what he longed for, but bad not dared 
to believe, his Master risen from the dead, — 
" My Lord, and my God !" but with a dread- 
ful uncertainty of the fate prepared for frail 
humanity, by a Being, mighty, unknown, able 
to overwhelm it by the weight of his arbitrary 
wiU, or to consume it in the furnace of his 
anger. — Oh, how much more honourable and 
merciftil to mankind, is this entrance into the 
world, accompanied by circumstances, on the 
one part, glorious for the Son of God, on the 
other part, calculated to remove all dread, by 
revealing him as the Son of Man, and to win 
the affections by so noble a sacrifice of all mag- 
nificence ! To cause himself to be announced 
to Israel, expecting him as their king, by shep- 
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herds — ^what humility ! Nor, you well know, 
Christiana, is it solely upon this first manifes- 
taticHi of himself, that the great Friend of 
mankind is prepared to act towards them with 
diis considerate tenderness. What Jesus does, 
upon leaving the mansions of his glory, by the 
ministry of a few shepherds, that will he do 
ag^D, when he shall have re-entered there, by 
that of ather persons — to use the world's lan- 
guage — as mean; and all, ye genuine Chris* 
tians and fri^ids of the truth, for your glory — 
to enhance the excellency of your faith; to 
the end that, looking through this repulsive 
exterior, you may, by your instinctive per- 
ception of that which is divine, be enabled, in 
the midst of whatever is most contemptible 
and poor in human things, to discern Himself. 

Thus it is. Christians, that in every dis- 
pensation which Jias bad for object to impart 
the benefits of grace, have " God's ways" 
been fer from being " our ways," and " his 
thoughts" from '^ our thoughts." For, to re- 
turn to the subject at present under con- 

K 2 
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sideration, to what order of persons would 
you have judged it expedient to cause the 
first intimation to be given of an event, which 
the Israelitish nation was looking out for, with 
such an eager impatience? Would you -even 
have made it a question, whether it should 
be to their princes, their magistrates, to the 
men of learning, to the ministers of religion, 
to all those, in a word, who compose the 
select portion of a people, and in whom it 
takes pride; or to some certain individuals 
of the class uniformly overlooked,^ — to a few 
country-people, who, whether we regard the 
narrowness of those connections to which, in 
their seclusions, they are limited, or their 
poverty, their ignorance, their unacquaintance 
with ambition, have no influence upon society, 
and seem to place their happiness in their 
very insignificance? — Shall I shrink from the 
confession. My Brethren ? — It is on this very 
account— because, in such a case, our prefer-- 
ence would light upon the great and the wise 
of the world, that God denies them^ His, and 
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turns round to the objects of our neglect, 
perhaps of our undeserved contempt. 

Far be from us, at the same time, the absurd 
and inexcusable idea of contending, that God 
entertains an aversion for the great, the rich, 
or the wise ; and reserves his mercies only for 
the low, the wretched, the untaught. Such 
exaggerations are unworthy a preacher of 
truth : but it is not, therefore, the less cer- 
tain, that the unconquerable pride which is 
too commonly associated in men with every 
species of superiority, which presents in them 
the greatest obstacle to the faith, and to the 
sacrifices it requires, frequently renders them, 
for that very reason, unfit to co-operate with 
God, in the purposes of his grace. The learned 
and the great of the Jewish nation, deluded 
by that fond conceit which exalted them in 
their own eyes, above the rest of mankind, 
by the love of the world, by ambition, and 
£adse systems, — ^much more than deceived by 
the figurative language of the Prophets, — 
expected a Messiah who should give coun- 
tenance to these sentiments ; and could not 
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discover one in bim who came to oppose and 
subdue them. There was, therefore, no pro- 
priety in announcing him in the first place 
to them, who were incapacitated from belieT*- 
ing in him ; but there was, to persons unso- 
phisticated, humble, content with the supply 
of nature's wants, and over whom no preju- 
dice of national greatness exercised an invin- 
cible controul. Such are the persons to whom 
it was natural to announce — what Messiah, 
Christians? — Him who came to exalt, not a 
particular nation, — not some certain classes 
in that nation, — not a few privileged indivi- 
duals, — ^but human nature in general; by ui- 
viting it to the practice of those virfcacs, whieb 
belong to all languages and to alt stations,— 
which put the peasant and the piinoe upim 
an equal footing in the eyes ef Him wfeo bath 
created them both, and destined them to an 
equal fate, — 

No, My Brethren, <jod esralts fiot the mi- 
serable and the indigent^ at the expense x>f Ae 
powerful and the rich ; but he exalts hmMmty, 
in which the powerful and the rich are com- 
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prised together with the miserable and the in- 
digent ; which had not been, if his choice had 
fadlen upon the former ; for then the miserable 
and indigent might, perhaps, have deemed 
themselves passed by, — an idea which the 
Almighty has no wish that they should enter* 
tain, or even conceive. As to the powerfiil and 
the rich, can there exist this danger for them ? 
That danger alone to which Uieir fortunate 
circumstances expose them, is, lest they grow 
unmindful of the value of those advantages 
which God has thrown open to all alike, — mo(re 
particularly of those virtues which every man 
is in a condition to cultivate ; and lest they 
neglect to place in them the only greatness 
worthy of themselves. Now, is not the divine 
conduct, upon this signal occasion, obviously 
calculated to cure them of that &tal error ? If 
still they permit their pride to blind them, 
they stand without excuse before Him, who, 
in the dispensation of grace, has done every 
thing that could be done to mortify and sub- 
due it. 
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If the scene chosen for. the publication of 
the Saviour's births — if the choice of persons 
to whom was granted the privilege of hearing 
it, both give occasion to profitable reflections 
upon the ways of God, in the manifestation 
which he makes of the benefits of grace ; the 
words of the Angel commissioned to deliver th^ 
blessed message, are not less pregnant with 
salutary lessons to the same effect. '* Feah 
not/' he hastens to say to these favoured 
mortals, ** for beholp i bring you goob 

TIDINGS of great JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO 
ALL PEOPLE. For unto YOU IS BORN THIS DAY, 
IN THE CITY OF DaVID, A SaVIOUB, WHICH IS 

Christ the Lord." 

'* Fear NOT," saith the Angel to the Shep- 
herds. They trembled^ then; — those awe- 
struck men trembled at the sudden appari- 
tion of an inhabitant of heaven, and because 
of " the glory of the Lord," which shone 
round about them." When they should, have 
given way to an ecstacy of joy, they trembled. 
Alas! such is human nature! Always ready 
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to believe that the strong rejoiceth in the 
abuse of his strength, its first impression is 
terror at the idea of a power whose delight 
is alone in protecting the weak, and in bles- 
sing the innocent : and thus it is that it sub*- 
mits itself to the degrading and intolerable 
yoke of superstition, and becomes the willing 
sport of her fantastic terrors. It belonged to 
Christianity to restore Religion to its true 
character of paternal love ; and this, it appears 
to me, is finely expressed beforehand by those 
words of the Angel : *' Fear not." 

Can any communication, they seem to s^y, 
of evil import proceed from the abode of peace, 
of love, of blessedness? Can there be any 
thought of evil in *' the mighty God," and 
his ministering Angels ? If we descend here 
below, it is not to bring destruction hither. 
At times, indeed, for the promotion of virtue 
and the real good of mankind, to put an end 
to crime, and to obviate worse calamities, 
we have appeared as ministers of justice and 
messengers of extermination r but it is not t6 
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the peaceful inhabitants of the country, it is 
to the Sodoms and Gomorrahs of the world, 
that we are terrible. This day, the Angel 
continues, a far other office entrusted to my 
ministry, conducts me to these solitudes. An 
act of love, such as a Deity alone is capable 
of conceiving, even now blends heaven, ** the 
powers" of which ** are shaken," with earth, 
which lies yet in ignorance of this divine work. 
To you alone it is granted, to learn it from my 
mouth; and to your guileless lips, to spread 
it through the land, among all those whose 
hearts shall be enabled to unfold for the re- 
ception of the joyful tidings : — " For unto 
tou is born this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord." 

Words worthy to engage our undivided 
attention ! — and which, with the assistance 
of God's grace, will form the subject of 
another religious exercise : — Words which 
ought to produce in our souls, as they did in 
those of the Shepherds of Bethlehem, feelings 
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of rapture and adoration ! May we then again 
assemble together in this temple, disposed, in 
the spirit of true Christians, to celebrate the 
solemn festival now in preparation, and to 
receive, with faith, the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Lord ! Amen. 
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For unto you is born this day in Hie City of Darid, a 

Savioury which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto yon : Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying : 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- will 

towards men. 
And it came to pass, as the Angels were gone away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another^ 

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 

which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 

unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 

and the babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the 

saying which was told them concerning this child. 
And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 

were told them by the shepherds. 
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Bttt Mtty kept all these tkings, and pondered them in her 

heart 
And the shepherds retmmed, glorifying and praising God 

for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was 

told unto them. 



LET US, Christians, employ ourselves a few 
moments in meditating upon these words, so 
worthy of our entire attention. It appears as 
if the ' celestial Spirit who uttered them, had 
studied to comprehend in every expression 
some subject of surprise, of admiration, or 
of ; jdy ; and so to accumulate together 
every circumstance capable of exciting the 
c^ciaity of his hearers, of interesting and re- 
joiciBg tfaetr hearts, of striking and dazzling 
their imaginations, of creating in them rapture 
and adoration. 

The first thing upon which he fixes their 
attention, is the novelty of the event, '' This 
DAY," he tells them, — at ths very instant, iri 
a manner. Herein he has regard to that weak- ' 
ness, too commmi to the human heart, through 
which it gives itself wholly up to th^ things of 
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moment ; permitting it, alas ! to lose, with the 
lapse of time, all its ardour, its freshness, its 
fascination; even though the good in view, 
supremely great in itself, defies the influence 
of time, and outlives the flight of ages. 

The indifference of the greater part of Chris- 
tians of our days, with regard to the event in 
contemplation, — an event which makes them 
Christians, which, consequently, still retaii>s 
all its real claims to their concern, — justifies 
this reflection but too well. 

*' In the citv of David:" the second cir- 
cumstance offered to the attention of the Shep^^ 
herds, and no less calculated to excite an 
interest in them ; from its referring to a place 
dear to them, as being their own country, — as 
ennobled by proud associations, — as the birth- 
place of a King whose memory they held 
sacred : another condescension of the Angel to 
^ weakness — but a very affecting weakness — 
of the human heart, Alas, My Brethren ! do 
we not here too sensibly experience the 
absence, in our own case, of even this slender 
interest? Would not their religion be held 
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«ioM dew by msokj Gbristiaiis, if it l^id .not 
hud Ha ocigin in a eouatry remote jfrom their 
tmm, among a pec^le unjustly h^H ia extreme 
ooftteiaptl^^Bethlefaeml thov venerable and 
sainted . iifwe» thou speakest nqt to their 
affwiiaQs.: and yet tbou oughtest never to be 
pMmHtfified mthout emotio9,-^not for David's 
sidM dim% but) above all, tot the salce of Jesus, 
thMfriend of mankind, and of e$ich one of us in 
{M^ni$Hil«r I 

• ?f' Unto xou is born a Sayioue :" — Several 
ideas equaUy^oonsoling are comprised in these 
yiftfUiii^, " A Spivioui;;" — the character of this 
€&$tpK^rdmary and endeared Being. This de- 
atgyia^lion, it ^ may be^^ suggested but a viagqe 
HieasKig to those who at ths^t time he^d it 
mfel^f^. !*,* WbiBtt deliverance/' tjhey asked,, per- 
(^9l»><|of^§aiph,ojthe9r,-r^^^wliat^ comes 

he ^«9IQ9^99npUsh.? But, in tr^th, isman a^y 
thJig }?ff^ W ;ai|9|^mb]4ge of weaknesses ? Is he 
H^l^ ^fi))l(g tp a .thousand dftngers,-T-tp a thou- 
s^d evils I . Wjiichapever of these weaknesses 
i^;be» tp th^iaid of which the Saviour is pleased 
tpt appear; whatsoever dangers^ whatsoever 
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evils fa^ comes t6 subdue, to dispdr McCi 
remedy, is he not ^ beti^u^tor, whom ouv Iw^ 
should fly to weleome ? And if he be sent ^of 
Heaven, — if hearings with^him Heaven'spower 
and goodness^ the ills which draw him^td iMiff 
help, are neidier light, nor transitory, norifli^^ 
nary. But are there any evils mdlse'formiilBiblei 
more lasting, more real, than thdse of Che sMd? 
If that, then; be the salvation he brings, h^m 
precious is it !''; — In this manner might fneilMSf 
discerning minds, such as we conceive the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, have reafiforied. ^' ' 
This Saviour " is boen :'*— This is aii^'^k^ 
circumstance to be observed ^ and one wtil^ 
humanises this divine Being. Although tti6 
benefit which he is to confer, is del^y^ 
by it, yet what an interest is added by this 
circumstance ! What ? this Almighty Beingy 
our destined Protector, our future Saviour,—^ 
comes he as a feeble infant, to present Itimv 
self to us? — as himself previously in need of 
protection, and of tenderness? Surely this 
tpuching affinity ought to secure him a more 
welcome reception, and render him yet moi:*e 

L 2 
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dear I The cradle of a King !— With what lan- 
guage does it not address the hearts of his 
people, when an oracle had already pointed 
him out to them^ as destined to be the greatest 
^Jad most excellent of princes ! 

Lastly, it is " unto you," that this Saviour 
iif bom : " Unto you is born a Saviour." 
This is a further particular, as the heavenly 
messenger appears to intimate, which ought to 
,9)^ke him inestimably dear to you. You will 
see in him no triumphant conqueror, who, 
pxx>ud of his heroic deeds, encircled by trophies, 
4nd enriched with spoils, re-enters his palace 
-an^i^st the acclamations of an intoxicated multi- 
tude,! full of contempt, ppssibly, even for those 
;wbp -Wtgnify his exploits; animated, at the 
leasts by no regard for any individual of them 
in . particular, since he does not even kuow 
them. The Saviour's . benefits are not the 
ibfsnefits of vain glory ; they are addressed to 
efvery one of you ; to every one of you he 
comes to maJce the offer of himself; there is no 
9ne among you with whom He jls unacquainted, 
whom He does not love. And to give you thi& 
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assurance^-you, the least among his people — 
is this not sufficiently to set aside all excep- 
tion ? Is it not to proclaim to you 5^ Timi^as 

WHICH SHALL BE OF GREAT JOY TO ALL 

PEOPLE?" Is it not to give you to under- 
stand, that this salvation, now beginning to 
make its appearance in Israel, may be the 
portion of every individual, in every nation? 
Is it not to recall to your minds that oracle of 
one of your prophets : " I have appointed hito 
to be my salvation to the ends of the earth. -* ' 
If the Shepherds, however, are yet unablfe 
perfectly to comprehend what this salvatidfl Is 
to be, a single circumstance which the An^d 
adds, although it have not the effect of fliUy 
informing them, will have that of raiding their 
conceptions, and of exciting their adoratidn.— r 
•' A Saviour which is Christ," he, \n J the 
first * place, tells them : f' that is tt> say, h^ 
is that Messiah, in whoqi are to be fulfilled 
the promises made of old to your fathers, ^e 
it is that the Lord your God had in view, 
in the calling of your father Abraham ; \yith7 
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0ttt him Israel bad not beeo^ He it in^ .y^bom 
Moaai — He it isi vrhom all the pn>phet3.have 
made it their office to promise^ and to point 
out to you: He it is, whom 'many prophets 
and kings desired to see^. and have not seep; 
and to he«r» and have not heard :' Hb .it is, 
vbom, at the present crisis, above all, your 
wise inen are expecting : He it is, who is the 
hey of all the mysteries of your Coyenant 
with your <3rod» — the substance of all its sha** 
dt>w6,-*^he explication of all its figures. Npr, 
^:fine, is this alL Hear the whole, and adore; 
for; w in duty bound> we adore him ourselves; 
?*?fkilpw, that He is 'the Lord.' Far, how* 
eJMVy ;fipom. you be the thought of divining this 
lnyiBtery ; <intO which we ouraelves,— we 'de- 
sire to lode/ Bumble yourselves, therefore: 
^t— but, what do I say ? — O, mystery of love> 
Qsor mor^ than of ^ understanding t-^He him^ 
sdf humbles himself « Draw nigh to him; it is 
you who appear, by comparis^^n, the power- 
ful and the rich; for he hath made himself of 
iK> reputation. ' You wili find him wrafyped 
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be ye hot bff^ded ; but rather let y6lir'liMxfc& 
dissolve in tht^&hiess and love/' * I : ; ui 

Snch were tiie words of the Messenger' jqI 
Heaven, on> that memorable day, the aniiiuerj^ 
sary of which we are now celebrating, on 
common with the Christian woiid. Sucb "iwdra 
the (iioughts and dispositions* ^icbtbeT^imgirii 
well call up in the ^hephevds of Bethleh^mi 
those happy objects of celestial iovour./ ifioc 
what yet more transporting scene snciraedb 
to that which we have been idkesoribing^iitaifci 
cnlated to impress upon them, that this giftiol 
Heaven to earth is pf a price tvanscendingi^ihe 
estimati<m of mortal faculties 1 ^^' A nniitUnMie 
of the heaveoily host," declares liset £vi|a^[tit^ 
joining themselves to the An^el, appear; pwH- 
daiming the part which they ttrioe m *the 
happiness of manhind: oFot,* My fitetteen, 'all 
tiie intelligences of the umvsnse . ace ^boimd lite- 
ge^er^ by secret srekatioiisi andtowctpMeii^ 
Ikm^y; >all the members of which «rq>iniUed 
by lAveir Creator to take an intereiit QSi^h-tHi 
the otJtiers' fate. Those who, in the abodes 



152 

6f bliss^ . distinguish themselyes by the svMw 
mity of their faculties^ yet more rich in love/ 
employ themselves in prayer for every crea^: 
twe tikst breathes. The incalculable distances 
of ithose heavenly abodes from each other /are 
no obstacle to the exercise of their charities ; 
wJtich^ kindred to the divine nature^ compre- 
heitdi the universe, and connect together all 
ij;^ js^ons. ''< There is joy in heaven/' saith 
the Siaviour^ ''.over one sinner that repeiiteth/' 
Obi I then, how tcan it be, but that the human 
rac^i altogether sunk in wretchedness, to whoser 
a$^9tanee I the Almighty, by an amazing exhi^ 
bitipn. rof iove,. deigns to appear, should; excite 
th^t most,, profound, the tenderest interest,. in» 
ti^9A pure - spirits who look upon us as br^th^-^ 
ron, and desire to have us £6r the companion^ 
(^ their immortality ! 

. To.. express^ therefore^ their own peculiar 
delight^ their admiration^ their transports^ at 
the i moment when this work of love ineffable 
is oompleted,»-^o express these feelings itor 
those favoured individuals, who themselves had 
just ba^ii made acqusuated with it,r-to expresft' 
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thetn in> strains which mortal ear^ had neve^ 
heard ;*— this they set about with ardour, in ai^ 
hymn, in which their voices and their hearts 
alike are blended: — an hymn. Christians, <«>f 
which, it is probable, the sacred historian pr^^^' 
sents us with the substance only, but which)' 
even if we imagine it complete, offers, in the 
three ejaculations it comprises,* the ex^^S'^ 
sion of praise, of love, of benediction,— whs&Peitii 
the divine sentiments are forcibly stamped.- -'i^J 
" Glory to God in the highest P- -TMfe^ 
was tlieir first exclamation. We pteawelrfmi^^Ji^ 
we, his thousand thousands who minislei^ icM^ 
him, and his thousand times ten thousaind W^ 
bow before him, — ^we, who ** continually ^^fci<j;rt^- 
one to another: '• Holy, Holy, . Holy ^i Ltftt(if 
God of Hosts !" we praise him this day for .bis* 
mercy. He has vouchsafed to come Co thfe' 
help of iallen man>^ — of man, hardly our inferior 
in his oirigitt and by his nature; whoiri w^ 
have commiserated,, and sometimes ^upheld-v 
but who seemed for ever, in his wandeidngs^ 
to elude our wishes. ^^ We- praise him for a 
bene^t designed to restore « to Heaven liim 
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whose loss Heaven deplored, — to open to him, 
to facilitate to him, the way, by teaching him 
how it may be deserved : — " Glory to God 
In the highest T 

''^^ Peace on eakth!" Oh, that earth may 
worthily answer this work of mercy ! — that 
she may accept this salvation ! — that she may 
rejoice in the Lord! He cometh to present 
her his *' peace." The Lord hath '* anointed 
him to preach the Gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent him to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised/' 

He comes to subdue men*s hearts ; but in 
his laws there is no severity ; they are dictated 
by love, they are fulfilled by love ; they con- 
vert this world into the image of heaven t — 
** Peace on earth !*' 

^' Good will towards men!" — Family o^ 
human kind, — family, miserable through thin^ 
own fault,— blessed, if thou wilt be so, through 

4 

the loving-kindness of Him who takes upon 
him thy likeness,— we also, the Angels say, 
we partake of that love, and to his unite ou^ 
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benedictioBs ; .yre wQuicl offer thee , pur hjQl{v 
if .the help of his Spirit, werje tiot sqffiQipnt fp;: 
thy.mreakness. . But such, of .you as shall oi^^jj 
come^ them will we receive with acclaiu^tio^ 
among us; we wiU conduct them in.tr^qmph 
to the throne of Him, who, by his ejpBpoipJb^ 
is now about to teach them how to overcpmeii 
we will proclaim them as the< weU-bploved of 
God : — ** Good wili* towards men/' . „.^« 
Thus was it. Christians, that the first nidfUti 
festation which was made of the dispensatipii 
of grace, the first knowledge that was aflbxde^ 
of salvation, and of him who came to - bripg i% 
about, was accompanied by all that could, ^ive 
rise to ecstatic joy. Nevertheless, there is noi^ 
a person of religious sensibility now in posses?t 
sion of that knowledge, who can declare, that 
(rod has done less in this way to . excite in 
his soul amotions of delight* The condqct of 
those who were the immediate objects of this 
divine revelation, indicates, th^efore, to us, 
what ought also to be our own. To a con- 
sideration of this point we will devote the 
conclusion of this discourse. 



* , * 
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Recovered from their first surprise, and be- 
conle capable of reflection, after the wonderful 
vision with which they had been honoured, 
the Shepherds of Bethlehem fix their thoughts 
less upon the joys which they had experienced, 
than upon the real and yet superior happiness 
in reserve for them ; which is not a bright and 
brief apparition, but a Saviour whom they 
posl^ess ; who is given them to contemplate, 
and bf whotn they are one day to receive 
benefits incalculable. A sentiment new to 
liieir ^nfaptured minds — impatience — succeeds 
to* the delirium of their senses: they say one 
to. another : '* Let us now go unto Beth* 

1BH£!1II, AND SEE THIS THING WHICH IS COMIJ 
TO PASS, WHICH THE LoRD HATH MADE KNOWN 

The Shepherds did not entertain a doubt 
concerning the truth of the Angel's discourse: 
but, notwithstanding, what a lively satisfac* 
tion must > it have been to them, to have the 
further evidence of their eyes to the same 
effbct I Arrived at the humble scene of the 
mdst august and the most aiiecting of miracles. 
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^permitted to <^ontemplate the peaceful spec- 
tacle which it displays — so little adapted to 
fix any regard but theirs, but by so much th6 
more sublime to those initiated in this xvor 
penetrable mystery; — into what temple do 
they not deem themselves introduced ! How 
sensibly does the divinity there make itself 
perceived! With what feelings of adoration 
do they fall down before that divine infaatj, 
the object of veneration and of love ! At first, 
doubtless, emotion chained their tongues. 
Soon, however, in the most animated Ian*- 
guage, with an eloquence proportioned to* their 
artle&snessy they pour forth the excess of their 
overflowing souls; in terms such as nature 
supplies, they recount to those around the 
wonderful things with which the Lord hath 
honoured them. Only truth forms the sub- 
ject of their honest tale, whilst dischargingi 
with all the winning efiect of ingenuous sim^ 
plicity, their noble and most afiecting mission 
--rto make known the Saviour> to mark him 
out to the assembly, which this seene, this 
tumult af enthusiasm and of joy, has collected 



158 
roiind tbem: — ** thet made known abroad 

,THE SATING WHICH WAS fOLD THEM bONCERN- 
iNa THIS CHILD.** 

' Their artless narrative, which declares, as I 
have just said, truths alone, and truths respect- 
ing which the witnesses all agree, inspires 
confidence in the hearers*. 

And' this. My Brethren, it was, which, in the 
primitive times, in like manner ensured sue* 
cess to the preaching of Christianity in the 
world,— ^the simplicity, I say, of the mode of 
that preaching ; the detail, without affectation 
arid' Mritliout art, of the life of our divine Sa- 
viour; the pure and plain exposition of his 
doctrine, without other ornament than its own 
eicellehce : " That which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of Life, declare we 

unto you." ' ' 

> . «' . 

Such was the language of the first heralds 
of the Gospel, and the lofty mysteries of our 
religion, — mysteries, which, set forth in their 
naked evangelic simplicity, present only claims 
to adoration, — subdued the reason, while they 



I 

person^ 
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addressed tl^e hieart. Happy, in aay age^.tba 
Christian, who accepts the divine grace with 
a pious simplicity ! And how abundant are 
the fruits, — ^how precious are they^— which 
he is the instrument of its bringing forth, by 
means of the same simplicity in communis 
eating it to others ! 

*^ Akd all th£y that heaed ijr/' say3^ the 
sacred text, ** wondered at those th^i^gs^ 

VHICH WERE told THEM BY TJIB SHE|?HEJID8^" . 

And for ourselves. My dear Brethren, if pur, 
our minds were not, instead of beii^g. tl)i];o]yn} 
open to the truth, and to the jgr^fie ^f, ,Q(^f 
subject, on the contrary, to the per^iicifitnf., 
influence of the things of sensa, shoy^d ]^ernott . 
find occasion, let me ask, fpir a yj^|; , rpi:9r ^ 
founder admiration ? Jesus proclfdm|eji|. by^ 
angels, — is he i^ not surpassed by.^f^v^ iuj 



of his power? Jesus bom in <;>b9cari1{y .fi^r 
our sake, — does he so overpower the i^agina-i 
tion, as Jesus nailed volujutarily to the ignomi- ^ 
nious wood, in order to the completion of 
that achievement of love ? Jesus proclaimed . 
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l4(>rd in the hearing of a few shepherds, — has 
he not been declared Son of God, much more 

r 

effectually, in the hearing of the world, by his 
resurrection? — And has not Jesiis, since his 
entrance into his glory, has he not caused the 
same to shine, without intermediation, upon 
ourselves, by the successive triumphs of his 
Gospel, and the accomplishment of his numer- 
ous prophecies? — Ah, all that brightness of 
his ' divinity appears dim to our eyes, only 
because it has, unhappily, to pass through the 

dense atmosphere of our worldliness, of our 

. ^i ^i' . * ^ 

indifference, of our vices ! 

Yes, My Brethren, if God has. done such 

great things for us, it is in order that admi- 



If 
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ration should be, in a manner, the habitual 
disbosition of our souls ; but, secondly, it is, 
more particularly, in order to make sure of 
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our hearts: " But Mary kept all .these 
THINGS," says the Gospel, " and pondeeed 

THEBI I!N her heart." 

A second example, Which the Hofy Spirit 
proposes for our imitatioii* Nor -let us. My 

* * • "J • ' i 

Brethren, ask here, what relation can exist 
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between our. sentiments and those of that 



, ' 



blessed Mother? This relation ye could your* 
selves, jn some degree^ make appear, ye meek 
and Christian spirits, in that calm satisfac- 
tion, in that sweet and serene enjoyment, 
with which, in the seclusion of your pious and 
believing bosoms, you could retrace those 
numerous but neglected passages of our Gos- 
pels, which are calculated to excite in you the 
liveliest interest, and to familiarize you with 
your Saviour. Our piety ought not to be an 
affair of mere memory, the business of which is 
with words alone ; salvation is worthy of the 
exercise of other and far nobler faculties, — to 
Qome more home into our soul, to enter into 
it, to establish itself there, so fully to occupy 
it, that it may no longer live for itself, but for 
him who " hath loved us." 

And, finally, Christians, a third consequence 
of the knowledge of salvation, thus deeply re- 
ceived and exquisitely felt, is that which the 

* 

Gospel indicates to us in these words, which 
so admirably close the narrative : '' The shep- 

M 
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!U£RDS RET'URKfi0,'GIiORlFVlNG AND PRAISING 

God fo^r all the things that they haI) 
iH£Atti> ANP sjsBBr." Oh^ how appropriate a 
tecminati0ai4^ this glorious scene !-^The ctea- 
tsmhotioured^* succored, saved, gladdened, 
hfi themavvdlous bounties of the Oreatbr/and 
to/Jnm^MCSibinl; ithe glory due, in praises and 
thanksgiyings I See h^re the grand end which 
the I Almighty ultimately proposes to himself, 
in dooferring. upon us these distinctions; — to 
usaider US' more fit for &at glorify iug of him^ 
selt^wbich is theip^ection and &[ial j^urpose 
of every intelligent and sentient being. We 
are, it is declared in the Holy Scripture^ 
'' a chosen generation, a xoyal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people ; that we should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light/' 

Let us then make it our happiness, to utter 
forth his adorable praises ; worthily to cele- 
brate his undeserved mercies; to repeat to 
ourselves, unceasingly, how far we had gone 
astray from him ; all that has been found 
necessary on his p^rt to overcome the hardness 
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of our hearts ; all the prodigies of power, of 
wisdom, of love, of long-suffering, which have 
been lavishly employed, in the preparation and 
accomplishment of this undertaking. Above 
all. My Brethren, let us celebrate his perfidc- 
tions, by making our own actkms a reflection 
of them ; for this is the only true glorification 
of him, — a good life. This is the most grateful 
incense, in which his holiness takes delight: 
and, after having presented it to him here 
below, we shall be permitted to unite our 
voices to those of the Angels of Heaven, and of 
" the just made perfect/' Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 



John xiv. 16, 17. , 

t 

I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even 
the Spirit of Truth ; whom the world cannot receive. 



THE occasion upon which Christ pronounced 
those words you well know. It was upon the 
eve of his sacrifice of blood, of the last day of 
his life, — an evening such as there had never 

been before, and the like of which shall never be 
again. Prepared for the separation from those 
whom he had most loved, he wishes to open 
in their souls, oppressed by grief, some source 
of consolation ; — to call up before their eyes, 
bedimmed with tears, the dawn of a happier 



I 
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time to come. Th<s, sweetness Qiihm persim* 
sifei a4^ceDts gives birth to hope ia the l^eaorts^ 
of \m disciples ; for a i»omeal they forget thei 
B^te of bereavement ia which, they vriU pre- 
sently be li^t; they behold a divine energy 
des^^eiiding &om heaven to dry their tears^ 
"(^ho will not abandon them as orphans in the 
M^ld. Already this new stsur is rising upon 
t^ifink^-^already a glorious light breaks in upon 
t^fiir souls, — they are already in possessicm of 
iMt OoiTFOHTsa, who will be to them ^ th« 
pseBeoee t>f their heavenly Friend, until their 
nekunicm beyond the gloom of the grave, with 
Mm whom their hearts esteem dearer than 
all things besides. 

There was he yet!— that revered ohjeot- of 
so much love cmd so many solicitndtis^ whik 
he informed them that he was about to .be 
snatched from their sight; that soon he must 
repose in the bosom of the earth; whence 
rising to the height of heaven, he will delegate 
to them the care of that holy universal Chusdi^ 
which he was to i^cquire at the price of his 
blood. It is then upon them,-r:upon feeble 
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vo/m, f}iat'^he ciia»rg6'k pvkently to 'fill nf 
^divrerting' t6 the trath dik idol^trdus^^oridt 
It ds against tbem that* the keen, anbW df 
persecution will be all pointed. Shordy y&^ 
may«ee them ^'as sheep having no shepherd^ ---^^ 
as fragile reeds that bend every way at the pkai> 
surecf the wind that tosses them.' Thisvtbdy^ 
foresee and feel; and Jesus foresee it ilike^ 
wise; he feels a thousand times mote keonly) 
th£U!i they, the sorrows which threqiAfainDtfaom^ 
he would arm them against their attaoki; ;sksb 
would strengthen them beforehand a^^aat ths^ 
fatal hour of aflSiction; he would/aflfoiidithBiiii 
consolation when he should be no boater viati 
ble among them. -.Ji ili 

Such, My dear Brethren, such is maiaiy'. Ihe 
object which our Saviour proposes in tbe;irord» 
taken for the subject of this discourse: audi 
assuredly, if the warmth of his feelings, and ishe 
depth of his wisdom appear strikingly conspi^ 
cuous, in every previous action of his life^ it is 
here, in this, as that martyrdom which he is 
going to endure for us approaches, that the 
tenderness of his nature is fully pourtrayed. 
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it is while his last moment is drawing nigh, 
that he gives us the most sensible evidences 
of his love, by unfolding his desi^s respecting 
the everlasting good of mankind, and the un- 
paralleled happiness, to which he permits us 
to aspire, of becoming sharers in the divine 
nature, of being made the recipients of the 
Holy Spirit, and of the powers of the world 
to come. 

■ 

1st. — ^To state to you, What is meant by 
" THE Comforter" promised by our Lord to 
his disciples, and to explain to you what is 
meant by the Holy Ghost, accordmg to the 
text of the Sacred Writers, and the testimony 
of the Christian Church ; — 

2dly. — To prove to you. That the consola- 

§ 

tory promise of the text is made, not merely to 
the Apostles, but likewise " to us, and to our 
children ;" — 

3dly. — :To exhort you to concur with the 
merciful designs, proposed to himself by the 
Almighty, in sending the spirit of truth : — 

Such is the plan of the discourse, to which 
you are now requested to afford a degree of 
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attention proportioned to the importance and 
the difficulty of the subject. 

« 

I. — ^The word Spirit signifies a substance 
different from body and from matter ; it is em- 
ployed in particular to designate the divine 
nature. With regard to the Holy Spirit, we 
can know nothing but what is discovered in 
Scripture ; and God will not require that we 
should have comprehended any thing beyond 
what he himself has revealed to us. Now, he 
teaches us in the Gospel, that the Holy Spirit 
is not simply a faculty or attribute of God the 
Father ; but that he is distinct both from the 
Father and the Son. 

The New Testament attributes to him voli- 
tion and intelligence ; it speaks of him as 
descending upon holy men, and even as having 
appeared in a visible form ; it ascribes to him 
perfections which belong only to God ; it de- 
clares of him, that he " giveth life," — that he 
is every where present, — that he " searcheth 
all things," — that he alone " knoweth the 
things of God," — that he understandeth men's 
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thoug^its and " search/eth out the depths" ojf 
them. Jesus, we are told by the Evangelists, 
was " called the Son of the Highest," because 
be wp§ ** conceived of the Holy Ghost;*' and 
an eternal kingdom was destined to him on 
that account. 

Again : the Holy Ghost " dwelleth" in 
the souls of true Christians; who are called 
fprmally '* the Temple of the Holy Ghost," 
oif, according to another passage, /'the Temple 
qf God." And in a third place, it is a$rme4 
lj>y St. Peter, that Ananias, in lying to the 
HpLY Ghost, lied not unto men, but unto 
God." It is He who was poured out upon 
the disciples of Christ on the day of Pente- 
cost, ai^d who endowed them w;ith extraor- 
dinary and miraculous gifts; it is the Hoj;.y^ 
Gmosx to whose " fellowship" believers are 
ajimitted, and who distributes to us, severally, 
his saving gifts, '' according to his will." 
. We, read, iporeover, in the Acts of the 
Apostles, that as the i^lders of '' the Church 

* l. ^» p 9 4 

that wa$ at Antioch, ministered to the '' Lord 
and £aLsted, the Holy Gi^ost said. Separate 
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me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I'have called them/' Our Saviour, n^hfen 
preparing to quit his Apostles, represents this 
Holy Ghost as alone capable of suppljriii'gl 
his place, — of enlightening their ' minds, aiili 

IT 

of converting their sorrow into joy; aiid he 
tfherefore gives him, in a supreme sense, the 
name of '* the Comforter." ** It is iexpe- 
dient for you," he says to them, 'V that* T 
go away; for if I go not away, the Cbn?-^ 

FORTER will not come unto yoU ; but if V 

•> , 

depart, I will send him unto you. He^'Shsffit 
glorify me: for he shall guide you int6 air 
truth." 13 

Lastly, the Holy Ghost is expressly joined 
with the Father and the Son in th^' divine' 
sacrament of Baptism, in which a co-equal 
authority is ascribed to him : *' Teach ye^tf 
nations," saith Christ to his Apostles, '** bap- 
tizing them in the name of. the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Gttost." And in 
the solemn benediction with which St. 'Pml 
closes his epistle to the Church of Corinth, 
the Holy Ghost is understood to communis 
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cate powers aad 'gifts indispensable to the 
hap]Hness of believers : '' The grace of p^r 
Lord Jesus Christ," writes the Apo9tle^. ''and 
the love of God, and the commwcupp^i of t}i6 
Holy Guq$t, be with you all." .r 

Thes^ ej^pressions. My ^r^thren, ^^wc^l}) 
as pis^iiy others to be found in our saec^d/^iith 
isgs, paonot certainly be employed tQ:de9igrT 

9 

mate any mere, cr^ture ; aikd the? ef<^e they ) 
prove inconte^tably that the* Holy Gbif)^rrf)ar« 
takes the same authority, the same perfections* 
aipkd tlie> same nature with God the< Father!; 
Wp know, notwithstanding, that thejre is bilt 
one God, — that there cannot be three. Sn^ 
preme Beings, -r4;hat there is no beip^ infe- 
rior to God, who has a right to our adoration : 
" Thus saith the Lord God of Hosts, There 
is no. God but me. — Have I not declared 
it? Ye. are even my witnesses. ^Is there /a- 
God beside me ? Yea, tbiere \& no other Gcod«f 
I know not any.^ — Before me Jjbiere was no 
God formed, neither shall there be. aftwr ine.TTt*. 
I am the Lord: that ijs my name : and::myi 
glory will J not give to another. — ^Thou shalt 
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worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve/' 

It is clear, frorb all these passages, as well 
as from .reason, that' there is no plurality 
in the Diyine nature ; whilst at the same 
time, in the Apostles' Greed, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are made to partake of the 
divinity with God the Fathi^r. Wheiice it 
plainly follows, as we profess to beiievi^, that 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
are essentially united in a manner ineffable 
and incomprehensible, and that ^^ thi^e* three 
are bisti:;" according as it is declared by St. 
John, and by our sacred Liturgy ; which saith 
of Jesus Christ, that he '"^ liveth ahd reigneth, 
widi the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end!" 

But, will not some one object, is no contra- 
diction included in these positions ? Is there 
not in this doctrine a* manifest' impossibility 1 
— ^No, Brethren, no: ctisnota contradiction^ 
for the same things to be,, in a certain sensd 
and in a certain r&speet, identical, and yet to 
be at the same time different, considered in 
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another sense, and under another point of view* 
With regard to the precise nature of the union; 
and the exact distinction of the three Divine 
Persons, God has not thought proper to afford 
us any information; probably because, in ou» 
present frail and limited state, it would surpass 
oar comprehension : it is not surprising, there- 
fore, thatwe are able to form respecting it but 
an indistmct notion. But shall we, on thatac^ 
count, deny the existence of those divine truths ? 
How many others are there, whicTi, though in- 
finitely less removed from our observation, are, 
notwithstanding, no less absolutely beyond our 
reach. 

Wretched, indeed, should we be, were we 
to refuse to believe every thing not evident to 
our senses ;— to regard as existing, only what, 
uiider our present circumstances, lies within our 
sphere ; — to admit nothing in the universe, but 
that ' which we can fully comprehend ! Then 
would there be for us no future life, no infinite 
being; Nothing but things gross and palpable."— 
But, i conjure you, in the name of truth/ you 
who, lowering every thing (to your own icon- 
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tpu;1;pd ^ts^dardj, would prescribe to the, Deity 
the mode of his existeace, and the limits of fain 
b^iQg,r— do you understand the things which 
imnftediately surround you ? You have . com*f 
puted the march of the heavenly. bodies^ you 
have studied the laws of their mutual . relat 
tions^ you have discovered the secret springs 
of their movements, and marked in the firma-> 
ment the fixed point of space, which . mui^t 
terminate their career. — Tell me, however, are 
you accurately acquainted with the qualitioi^ 
of matter? Yeu h^tve examined every fibne. 
of the human body, you have thoroughly scrju*. 
tinized every visible organ : but are you abJe. 
to explain the grand problem of life? Y^, 
who take so much pride in physical experi-^ 
ment, and are able to class the . elem^euts 
of matter, have you discovered the , segj; ojF 
thought? Have you investigated the inyisi* 
fo^e i^d subtle connections which unite, squI. 
and body ? Or can you even> tell,, with any 
degree of certainty,, in what consists that 
ppF^rful attraction by • which the magnetic 
needle turns invariably to the pole ?" , 

N 
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' Jia, JMy Bretluteii» to; we need apply no 
atkett kutruments of ealculalioii in matters of 
miflgiott^ than those made use of in the study 
of.natttial science; and i£ we put ftith in so 
many phenomeiia of daily ooeurrenoe which 
are above our comprehension, because we have 
soffieient oonfinnation of them, — ^if we admit 
a.mass of historical facta which almost ei^ceed 
belief, becamse Delated by grave and judicious 
authors, annd established upon credible testi* 
amny, — ^why fifaould we reject the testimony 
of the saered writers, respecting incorporeal 
existences? Why should we call in question 
those divine dedamtions and un&tbom^ble 
Irufths winch we find in the Holy Scriptures, 
eoncdming the adorable nature of that Infinite 
Being, whose Word is truth, and whose ejos- 
tence is so manifest, that without it nothki^ is 
eoiiiprefaensiUe ? 

In this Sacced Word, ther^re, we shall plaice 
0iftire eonfidenee ; and whilst, with tlvank^sgiv- 
Ing, with humility, and with unshaken faith, 
we esDfbrace the aw&l mysteries which it bath 
revealed to us, we : will add to it <nothuig of 
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oar own, we WiU assert ni^tiiiiigf bat olpoci thd 
testimony of Ood himself; and to avoid all 
danger of expressing oiirtehes in inappro* 
priate language ^^espeoting the divine essence; 
to whidbi all baman reasoning is inadaqnate^ 
we shall employ in this: discussioa, eifchte 
such terms as the Gospel snppfos us ^^th, or 
snch as experienoe has shown to be most effiic^ 
tual for preventing error : thas, for example, 
in speaking of the disiinction betwaoi' the 
Father, the Sok, and the HolV &rob:s, ws 
say, in the language of Sci^tare, lliat the 600 
i& BEGOTTEN : •* Thon art my Son/' sakh the 
Lord, addressiag the Redeemer of the wotldv 

*' THIS DAT HAVE I BEGOTTEN 7fl££«" lAod 

thus again, in the language of the Churoh, we 
add, ^t *^ the Holy Ghost ptiooitBDs from 
Ae Fatherand the Son." 

It) using these expressions,, we pretend to 
uiidef stand nothing jiiore than thaJ; these two 
W(tt4s mtA a certain distinction^^'^t they 
cannot by any means: imply a cneation^*— ^the 
mom^tdffy act of giving existenisae .<lii that 
wMeh had iu> existence ptettously ; i^incethe 

N 2 
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Son and the Holy Ghost are declared by divine 
revelation to be no less eternal than the Father. 
And because revelation, in or^er to express 
the, distinction .which exists between them, 
flfpeaks of them as of different Persons, we 
also* without understanding that the word 
appjlies to tiiem in the same sense in which 
it is said of men, call them the three Pfijisoif s 
OE' THE TwNiTT, and class them reverently 
atr they . zxid classed in the Gospel ; in which 
lye observe, that the Fathek is named the first 
i^ order ; that to him the Son is subordinated 
in, jrank> as is the Holy Ghost to them bpth ; 
and that the Crejation is attributed particularly 
to. the Father, as is Redemption to the Son, 
and l^imctification to the Holy Ghost. 

So pro^undly humiliating are the thoughts 
with which we approach the adorable per- 
fections of the Divinity, that we should pre- 
serve^ in regard to them, an eternal silence, 
had not God himself deigned to manifest them, 
mercifully to invite us to contemplate and iii- 
voke them in our prayers ;. and to indulge us 
with a hope that the time will come *' when 
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we shall know even as we are known/* We 
are ready to acknowledge, that, doubtless, dif** 
Acuities of various kinds may be started in 
reference to this sublime subject, seeing that: 
the Almighty has communicated to us no fnf^ 
ther knowledge respecting it. But we do not 
the less with heart and soul embrace these 
authentic truths, as being of divine inspiration : 
and, not pausing to indulge in captious sub- 
tleties, nor condescending to reply to sucli^ 
objections as are no more applicable here ihaki" 
to ten thousand other subjects, no less trii6'' 
nor less out of our reach, agailist vrhich we ' 
have seen that they may be brought forwafdi*^ 
we humbly submit our reason to the supreme 
reason of the Almighty ; we are content 4o 
remain ignorant of what he has not thought 
proper to reveal to us; and, observing the 
most rigorous caution slnd diffidence in our 
discourses concerning this sacred article of our 
faith, we avoid all conjectures respecting a 
question which claims so much veneration 
from us ; and lastly, we profess the utmost 
charity and unwearied forbearance towards 
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those who do not fully coincide in opinion 
with ourselves^ upon so profound a mystery. 

If, indeed, My Brethren, we are bound, on 
the one hand, to adhere firmly to every point 
clearly revealed upon the important subject of 
religious truth, we ought, on the other hand, 
to rest satisfied in our inquiries into those 
truths, with such researches as tend more or 
less to practical results ; bearing in mind that 
'^ secret things belong unto (rod,'' whili^t such 
things as are left as subjects of human know-> 
ledge, are meant to prepare the way to heaven 
for us and for our children ; and that our ob-> 
ject in examining tho^ Scriptures ought to be, 
by meanfi of obedience to the divine com*-* 
mandments, to attain to etemsd life. These 
considerations will form the subject of the 
second part of this discomns^e ; in which I now 
propose to show, that this^ Spirit of truth, the 
CoMFORT£» promised to the Apostles, did in 
efiect enlighten their minds, and sanctify theur 
hearts ; and that he yet, in our own time, pro^ 
duces the same effects, atid insUls the same 
graeea into the soul of the believer. 
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IL My Brethren, the Apostles reGeiye4 the 
divine gift promised to them by the Saviour^ 
— tbe^ gtft of the Holt Grost, who alone was 
able to supply by his illumination the corpo- 
real presence of tbep: divine Master, The Com- 
FoaTSR waste them spiritually, what Jesushad 
been to them^ upon earth, — a guide to direct 
thenny a teadier to instruct^ a powerful friend 
to strengthen them ; another Saviour, ia shcKit, 
to inspire them with such fortitude and such 
love for God and men as nothing could ovter^ 
come ; to place upon their Ups words 8^ch 
as no human language could gainsay ;. to mi^e 
their souls a temple whence God might cause 
his voice to be heard continually, — whenee, 
by miracles, by prophecy, and by. demoijkstira- 
tions of a wisdom and a charity truly divine, 
he might rouse the attention of. sm unbeliev- 
ing world, — ^whence, in fine> he might convert 
the nations by a revelatioa of truths whtcb, 
amidst the overthrow of idolatry, and by 
triumphing over men's corruption and pride, 
might bring back to this dwoteie world that 



N. 



ia4 

}tik|>^m6s& smd that irinocence, which had been 
I^aaished firom it by sin. 

It was, indeed* the *' Spirit of wisdom," 
THJ5 S^TEiT OP THE LoRD, which Came dowii 
tj^ give them life. As the seed confided 
tp th^ soil is no sooner separated from the 
coarse int^gumeot which covers its precious 
Q^ftxi^ than its living principle unfolds itself, 
OMTi^tAlates through a thousand verdant stems; 
angjL distributes the treasures of an abundant 
lianvest; in lils^e mariner, no sooner had our 
]ttord de|)08J;led in the sepulchre his material 
ot^jfY^ring^— tlie veil <rf thcr ** temple of his 
\fod^'' hfid be^n no sooner ** rent asusider," 
ihm M^ boundless spiarr* its diffusive ac** 
tivity lapiy^ released from all restraint, was disr 
tribute^ though the bosoms of those whom 
h^ l^vod dearly as his life>-^workJng in tbem 
offsets inli^Uasly exceeding all that he had eoa^ 
blipd them:t0 perform ere < be had quitted the 
mortal v^stmeo^ of bis body jr-^and what is a 
proof tbat the heavenly gift^ which they' re- 
eved, vips^iadeed the very Spirit of the Lord^ 
---is, that he is denominated in the text. The 
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Stpirst of Truth, and that the Son of God 
saith of himself, ** I am the tettth ;''-*-that> 
in another place, speaking to Pilate, he said : 
*^ He thatas of the truth heareth my voice :" 
which very thing is likewise expressly declared 
by the Apostles :^ — ** If any man have not the 
SPIRIT of the Lord Jesus, he is none of his." 

Oh« blessed Apostles ! instructors of the 
whole world i what admirable and what 
consolatory effects followed, to your glolty 
and the blessing of suffering humanity, that 
precious gift which you obtained! Thm^ 
things which you had heard from the nmtfth 
of your divine Master, — the wonders whS<^' 
you had sOen effected by his supei^hu^h' 
power,^^thoeej after the same StIHi* ted* 
descended upon you, you also were 6iMbI^' 
t0sayanddo:^^ike Him, you comforted man* 
kind ; like Him, you raised the dead; as He 
had done, ; yott< read in the folded book of 
men's; consdieiices I As He breathed upon you 
the Spirit of^ ids Father^ whien about to 
a^end up tdhim, while be addressed to you 
those woxdi^^ power ; '^ Receive ye the Hotr 
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Ohost!" in like manim, upon the utterance 
of your neyerrrejeeted prayers, and by the im- 
position of your hands, the Spirit of the Lord 
descended upon your disciples, and was poured 
£oErth upon all flesh! 

Your IM^tev was accustomed to soy to the 
penitent : '^ Thy sins be foi^en thee t" And 
now he saith to yourselves: ** Whatsoever ye 
biad on earth, I will bind in heaven; and 
whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted." 
Your eyes, once too feeble and too dim to 
penetrate the depths of the Scriptures, con* 
template now the things which belong unto 
the Spirit of God. Ye no longer say to Jesus : 
** Show us the Father;" ye behold him in 
his Son; ye know Him ** whom the world 
kaoweth not, — >6od manifest in the flesh." 
Things QnknowB from the foundation of the 
world^-^^all that, because as yet above your 
eon^r^ension, the Saviour left uotold; all 
heavenly consolations ; all the stores of kn^w-* 
ledge and of wisdom ; all that tiie heart de^ 
aires to love, and the mind to learn ; in4ticb 
mear hath heasd, of which no mortal imagi- 
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nation ever divined the existence, and whiofa 
never fell \vithin the compass of the mind of 
man ;--^in one ward, all the *^ mtstebt of 
godliness" now lies open to your contemplar 
tion, and the adorable Giver of ** every good 
and perfect gift " no longer conceals any thing 
from his children ! 

Yes, My Brethren, the Apostles became 
God's children, created anew after his image 
and in his likeness; and as the Saviour had 
said : '' What, things soever the Father doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewifie," so also 
might it be said by the Apostles : *' All that 
the Saviour did, that do we ; the s^me Spirit 
dwelleth in us: like Him we speak the words 
of grace and truth; through Him we force the 
nnclean spirits to obey« We are no longer 
those * of little &uth,' whom the fear of men 
put to flight, or reduced to silence ; No ! we 
proclaim the truth even in presence of the 
rulers who condemn us ; nor can the bloody 
sword of the eccecutioner> nor the ensnaring 
devices of deceit or falsehood, longer infiuence 
us !--^Nothing, ii% nothing m able to quench 
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lite flame of holy Idve which has been lighted 
up in our touls ; with gladness afnd thanks- 
giving will ^e endure all things an the cause 
of Christ. Like him we are ready to die ftnr 
the salvation of our brethren ; because the 
lore of God» that divine principle which the 
Saviour came to introduce into the worlds ^ has 
been shed abroad in our hearts by his Holy 
Si-iRiT which is given to us/ ** 

^Wonder not, ye men of after ages ! wonder 
not, when ye shall read of these marvels ! Let 
it not excite your amazement, that the chil- 
dren of God present, in their lineaments, in 
their conduct, and in their language, the glori- 
oui^ image of their parent. Learn rather; Chris- 
tioltts, l^toi of the Apostles, <' men like unto 
ydiMlselrefe,** what you ought to become, and 
wftat it is in your power to become, — ^brethren, 
a^ well as «h«y, of the only Son of God, of the 
first-born of all creatures I Forget, at least 
for some few mmnents each day, that body 
of ^ and death' which' incloses your immortal 
souls; and, since ydti profeds to believe in 
Jesus, dare to think as becometh his disciples. 
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All these gifU and powers be de&tines equally 
to you ; he would have you . all partake alike 
of the. divine perfections, since . he. has invited 
you all, as once he invited hk Apostles,. to 
feed apiritually upon that flesh which giveth 
life to the world, and through fidth to drink 
the Saviour's blood, . which conveys . im^nor* 
tality; in order that you may be '' ond with 
him, even as he and the Father sure one,'' and. 
that ybu all may '' arrive at the measure /of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ." 

And, what though neither you nor I hs^ve^ 
the power of calling back the dda4 to thijs 9fK^; 
perishable existence ? What though we speal(t 
not the varioiis languages of every nation ?- Ii^ 
there any necessary connection between theee 
extraordinary gifts, and happiness and virtue ? 
Did even our Lord himself speak, ip fcoieiga 
tongues ? And, although he had promjised to 
the founders of his divine religion, that th^y 
should perform auraoles moreeplendid than he^ 
had himself ever done, does it foUow, that his 
holy Apostles were in any «ense upon a level 
with Him whose '^name is above every name-'? 
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■— witfi Him, who is ** called Wonderful, the 
MiQHTY God, the. everlasting Father" ? — 
Oh, strive rather to exalt yourselves to the 
height of your destiny and of your hopes* 
Instead of regretting those miraculotis endow- 
ments which were conferred upon the first 
disciples, for the conversion of nations of 
eviery tongue and every climate, to the Gos- 
pels—instead of aspiring to those supernatural 
powers, now become unnecessaify,<-^let die 
knowledge of the truth, the love of wisdom, 
the view of heaven, and of the transporting 
joys there promised to you as your mherit^ 
ance, and the ability and the will to follow 
the commandments of your heavenly Fadier, 
teach you to give a boundless range to your 
hopes and your aspirations. Ood hinuself and 
Uie supreme good are offered to our desires ; 
which ikothing less than infimte happiness — no 
object inferior to Him — can Ailly satisfy ; And 
having given himself for us, will be not like- 
wise with.hiiBself *^ fceely gi^e tis all things'"? 

Should there, however, lemain any doubt 
upon your minds^ that the promise of the 
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Spirit of Cnod relattes to ynn, no loss thablolhe 
first believerB ; you ix^ay easUy conviBee yiow** 
s^Tes thttt, happily, rach is tbe truth ;*-^S6e 
hov, m the Acts of tbe Apostles, not they: 
oidy, not the seventy-two disciples only, but 
all besides who had been eo&yerted by our 
Lord's preaching, — ^bat persons of both seses, 
have the Holy Cftost ixanmunicated to them. 
It was not for them memly who foUowedj 
him in his ministry, that our Saviour prayed, 
but for .every individud of all times and places 
who should believe in t\m Gospel: neither 
was it merely upon that handful of Chvistiana 
ait Jerusalem, that he bestowed this wond^ul 
endowment ; but individuals of every nation,^ 
upon being converted to the Lord, obtained, 
either mediately through his Apostles, or^ 
as was the case with &i. Vwd^ immediately 
imm himself, tbe precious gift of the Hoir 
Gtfosrr i-^'* The promise .is unto you, and to 
your chUdrem, and to all that Mre afar eff, 
even as many as the l^^rd our God ,shall call." 
T^Such is the express language addressed to 
w by St Peter. 
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And have you not read, how^ eveu from Ae 
beginning of the worlds the Lord has held cobi^ 
munion witfi the human race, — ^haw he has 
snatched sinners baok from the brink > of th»t 
frightful deluge, which nothing could have urged 
him to Ining upon mankind, but a deluge more 
hideous still, of impieties and crimes? '' My 
Spirit," he saith to them, with the mild re* 
prcNdf of a parent deeply affected, by the ingra- 
titude of his children, whose destruction he 
hadb^en willing to avert, — ^vMy Spieit shall 
not always strive with you!" — ^Andhave you 
not read that consolatory declaration which he- 
made to Abraham: — ''In thee shall aH.the 
nations of the earth be blessed'* ? And, says 
he not in another place, without exception, 
by the word of the prophet: — =** I will pour 
out ux Spirit upon all flesh"? Does he not, 
lastly, give this commandment to his Apos- 
tles: — ''Go ye, teach all nations, bapti2ing 
them in the name of the Fatbee, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost" ? 

You then, also. My dear Brethren, you have:* 
been dedicated to this Holy Spirit ; . and upon 
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jtia idto; dveir ^^e your baptism, hath the 
^anng grace of your Lord dweltl 

&tit> moreover, are we not, on the one hand> 
re](|liired by oar divine Master and his Apos^ 
Aes, to believe coidially that He is the Christ 
—-the Redeemer of our souls? whilst, on the 
other hand, do they not declare, that no man cqn 
confess the Saviour but by the Holy GhotM;t 
Bat can it be thought that the Almighty^ 
without assisting our endeavours, would exaoi 
of us that which we have not^ of our^elvesy 
the strength to fulfil ? Are we ignoranti tUat^ 
&ith itself is a gift of God, which he ae^crr 
ceases from offering to us during our . wtipl^ 
livesj but which we are free to reject? N4r,' 
lastly, W3A it the lessons of human wisddm,--^' 
npr wash '^ flesh and blqod that revealed- tp 
us, any more than to Simon Peter, that J^sus 
Christ is ".the Soo of the living God j*' hut only 
tl^iSpijfit of .** our Father who is in heaven/' 
, We m#y» theMfdre, conchide, as a direet 
consequence of God's, perfections, — of ibis in- 
finite jufi^ioe and equity,— that the. promise 
ofvhis ^^d Spirit was given "to us and 
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to our children/'-- ^to all Christians, unto the 
end of the world : — a grand and affecting truth, 
which the Apostles so waitnly admitted, that 
ift writing to the members of the Universal 
Church, they unanimously adopt this form of 
salutation : *' The communion of the Holy 
Gbost be with you alH** 

This conclusion, however, draws with it 
certain moral consequences applicable in our 
case, and sacred duties to be folfiUed by us 
towards this Spirit of Truth, who alone is able 
to sanctify our souls : — it is with the consi- 
deration of these, that I propose to terminate 
this discourse. 

. 1, fn the first place. My dear Brethren, let 
us adore this Holt Spirit, to whom we were 
consecrated by our baptism : let us adore 
this Spirit of Truth, of Justice, and of Joy, 
the sole Author of our spiritual life ; let us 
render to this Spirit of Wisdom and of Truth 
'' continual thanks/' It is to Him that we 
are indebted for the Gospel of our Lord,* — 
for his divine precepts, — for the example ci 
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}»» most holy Ufe^ Yes, if we know all that 
the Sou of God hath suffered for us, — all the 
ax^puish of soul, all the corporeal torture it 
CQst him to calm our cousciences, to satisfy 
the justice 0f God the Creator, to acquire for 
us a right to immortal life ;— it is to this 
Spirit of Light and Sauctification that we owe 
the inestimable benefits of that knowledge. 

Alas ! had he not shed abroad his gifts upon 
mankindj — had they been abandoned to their 
errors, to their ignorance, to their most degjrad- 
ing vices, we should be, even at this day, with- 
out God and without hope; and our merciful 
Redeemer, who gave his own life to preserve 
the life of the souls of men, would not reap the 
enjoyment of his self-sacrifice, and '' the tra- 
vail of his soul!' 

Oh, what shall we render to him, in return 
for so great a blessing — for favours so little 
merited ? How far do all our expressions fall 
belpw our sentiments! How inadequate are 

all the powers of our minds, fully to express 

# 

the comfort, the gratitude, the joy, which our 
hearts could not but feel at beholding the 
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Hfe-giving Spirit of tbe Most High descend 
a second time upon bis creatores^ as in the 
days of the first creaticm, when he *' moved 
upon the face" of the world, caused order to 
spring from the midst of chaos, and light to 
issue forth from the bosom of darkness ! 

Now pass with me from those remote periods 
of might and miracle, to the age in which 
we live ; overleap in thought the vast extent 
of time and space ; for, from the days of Enoefe 
till this hour, the " Spirit of tbe Lord" hath 
never ceased to "strive" with men. Al- 
though be acts not in a supernatural manner 
in these *' latter days," yet be assured, that 
even whilst I am addressing you, and whilst 
with one accord we are met together to adt 
of God the Spirit of his grace, he is present 
" in the midst" of us,^— that, moved by the 
fervour of your prayers, Heaven has granted 
the modt earnest of your petitions ; learn, in 
the pious emotions which agitate your bosoms, 
to recognize that sanctifying influence which 
is the gif); of Heaven, no less than the respi*- 
ration by which we live, no less than the 
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breath of God Almigbty, which is felt by 
every soul that exists! These are the rays 
of divine splendour which pass through your 
souls, aud enfighten your thoughts ! These 
are the tongues of flame, which, lasting upon 
each of you, light up that fiire of gratitude, 
of love^ and of religion which glows within 
your hearts ! 

Oh, how powerful, great God! is the in- 
fluence of thy Word! To this unspeakable 
love we yield ; to thy mercies we resign our- 
selves! We have no strength, but to adore 
thee, — ^no will save to dedicate it to thine, — 
no lai^age but to glorify thee! '' WhaJ; is 
man that thou art mindful of him, O God ?" 
What is ** the son of man, that thou visitest 
him?" 

Oh, let us praise the name of. the l^ord for 
ever: — I will sing unto the Lwd as long as 
I live ; — I wdll sing praises unto my God as 
loog as I have any being; because thou hast 
sent thy Spihit, according to thy promise, — 
and because thy creatures that were fainting 
and decay ed» are created 2^resh,-r-and because 
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by thy life-giving breaHi thou proceedest thus 
to renew the face of the earth ! Ahd this» in 
truth. Christians, we should every day per- 
ceive, were we iiot distracted by our passions, 
and absorbed in the multiplicity (^ our afairs ; 
this it is, which we all ought to consider with 
an attentive eye, — the wonderful progress 6f 
grace and of a spiritual existence, in those 
hearts which have been regenerated by the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. — This is the second 
lesson which I design to draw from my 
text. 

2. My dear Brethren, — you who fear God, 
and are wise unto salvation, meditate upon the 
favours and mercies of the Lord ! Draw near, 
and see them displayed in those whom our 
Saviour adds to his Church. See, here, the 
sick who are healed — healed of the inveterate 
maladies of the soul — the instant they believe 
in that promise of the Saviour : ^* This sick- 
ness shall not be unto death, but for the glory 
of God." There, behold those born in bKnd- 
ness recover their mental vision; their eyes 
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are opened ; they see the truth of that religion 
which they had denied ; they recognize their 
6od^ their Father, their Savioor i Further end, 
see those who were failing continually into sin, 
raised up by the help of the Spirit of holiness, 
^valk henceforth with firm steps in the paths 
of righteousness and innocence I O, come, 
and see how gracious the Lord is, and what 
gi^eat things his hand hath done: The right 
hand of the Lord hath done mighty things I 
The right hand of the Lord bath done mighty 
things ! See the dead issuing forth ttom 

their tombs^^^-those who were *' dead in tres- 

« 

passes smd sins," raised to newness of life. 
See them, with triumph and with thanjksgiviag, 
ascending from the graves of their unbelief and 
Ticel They bturst, at length, the degrading 
fetters of those passions which held them en« 
slaved to unworthy objects; and restore t^ 
liberty, to life, to happioess, those who hove 
heard the voice of the Son of Man. 

'^ Thus saith the Lord God, Gome from the 
four vdnds, O xjleath of God, and breathe 
upon these aiain^ that they may live, that thierf 
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Huiy know that I am the Lord, and that .they may 
stand up upon their feet." O, if we did but 
^JMrays maintain a consciousness of the pre- 
sence of God,— rif we never grievied the Spirit 
of his grace,-r-if we would but allow ourselves 
to be. led by his good counsel, — what ■* peace 
yrhicfa passeth all understanding/' what inex-r 
haustible consolations, what ^'joys unspeak- 
ablfi " would become our portion, even in the 
midst of the calamities, the crosses, and the 
2|flSU<;;iions. of this present life I. 
3 As mariners, orertaken by tempests, upon a 
si^a strewn with shelves, are unable to distin- 
guisb^ save by the frightful gleams of the 
Ugphtning, the heaven they supplicate ;:— no pro- 
pjjtious beam shines forth, and the light of day 
is plunged beneath the wave ; — their hearts 
are torn by a thousand hideous shapes of 
death, like the waves, by the ragking storm; 
--r^they lift their hopeless = eyes towards the 
blessed regions of day, when, suddenly, t)ie 
morning star appears, and enables them to dis- 
cern, close to the abyss wherjein they bdieved 
themselves doomed to pdrish, the wished-for 
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part. Even so^ when/ upon the stormy - ocean 
of this life, within aight of the grave v^hich 
yawns beneath our steps, the hideous* teoipes^ 
of the passions is let loose within our bosoms, 
aod mourning in our dwellings; when revet*se 
in. every shape— ^oar own misfortune and the 
malice of others — destroys to the foundation 
the edifice of our fait fame, of our vain riches, 
and our yet vainer hopes ;— -when every resource 
fails, and the fickle world ajbandons' us;^ 
Oh, then, if we raise our eyes to heaven, what 
a shining light, is that which comes to dist)el 
the ^oom, and to cause joy to rise upon 
our souls 1 To die deepest sorrow a sweet 
serenity instantly succeeds, and the song 
of triumph to the cries of despair t — It is 
TH£ Comforter, whom the Saviour ^^ sends 
us." From the shades of death, whither he 
descended for our salvation, he once more 
shakes the universe ; and sends down fixmi 
above his Spirit of Truth, to calm this* men* 
tal tempest : at his command an unlooked-for 
tranquillity comes over us, and oiir miseri^ii 
are ended ; we reach , the happy haven ; we 
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are bora isigam ta a true h£e, to ittmottality^ 
to bliasl And then is yerified for nisi that 
Mble exclamation of the Psalmist : ^' Let God 
ame, and let" mine ^' enemies bo scaUwed :" 
let them ''also that hate" me ''flee before" 
me, '^as smoke is driven away, aa trax melceth 
biafore the &re." Then at last is aoeomfrilished 
mour bdialf that transporting promise of Jesus 
Christ: ''And your heart shaU r^oice, And 
your joy no man taketh from yon." 

: 3« I VIXli FRAV M7 FATfiJ&R, AND HX^HAJLl 
^IVS Ton ANOTHER 0oMt0<i9EE.-*Ol«r^Ii6l4 

l^Mmelf then prays in order to obtain ior his 
disciplea the divine Gokfo&tbb, and at his 
prayer the Holt Ghost descends 1 They also, 
the ApostiM of Christ, wewa pwiyio^ when this 
<&IFT or God vaa gtwte&to them. • Oh, than. 
My Brethren, let ns ask, wii& earaestneae, with 
humility, with perseverance; . and God will not 
reiiase ua bis good Spkit. We have a pledge 
for it in his Word, we have a guarantee 'of it ia 
^ example of the disciples -and of the Sjpinto. 
I fBI aay yet aBSM?ei wJM»^e pray, t^e. Spirit 
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podsiHe t^t our prayars didtild not be teazd 
and answered ? He who wiH B/sk fer ^s^ Be 
who will pray with qs, is the same witih Him 
who hears and gnawers. 

Hieti shall we call God outt Father ! and he 
wilt answer tts, Herk ah II Then will all those 
Mbstial tiiptues wbieh are the fmits of the spirit 
of the Lord, spring up in our souls,-*^the love of 
righteousness and of peaoe> tHTothef ly lore^ tiiiii 
tual forbearance, gentleness, humility, temper^- 
ance, holiness of life. Then will these blessed 
difip^i^tkMis in in affi>rd each other recipreial 
support ; this will inspire us with moderatien 
in prosperity, that will enable us, in misfortune, 
''in our patience to possess our souls ;'^ all will 
unite together to uphold us, in temptation, in 
the day of trial, and at the hour of death. 

O, then, descend into our hearts, thou 
Supreme Comforter of men! Thou, only 
Thou canst heal the wounds which sin has 
inflicted upon us ; — ^Thou only canst direct the 
despairing sinner to peace and joy ; — ^Thou only 
csmst supply the Saviour's place amongst us, 
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uotil Thou giv^t him back to our sight ! ** O, 
make no long tarrying !" Our strength faileth us 
in thy absence. In this vale of tears be Thou our 
guide, and lead us the way of heaven ; be Thou 
light to the blind ; be Thou . hope to those who 
have lost all hope ; be Thou the salvation of 
them that perish ! Bring forth in us more than 
we can ask, or even conceive ; — sanctify our 
soulsy — comfort us, — ^save us ! for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to whom, with Thee, the Spirit 
oi adoption and grace, and to ** our Father 
which is in Heaven," one God siiEsssD for 
£V£R, be praise, adoration, dominion and glory> 
now and for ever ! Amen. 



SERMON VIII. 



THE CROSS OF CHRIST, THE GLORY OF THE 

CHRISTIAN. 

DiadatL 



SERMON VIIL 



Galat, vi. 14, 



God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of par 
Lord Jesus Christ 



WHAT is this title of glory. My Brethren/ 
which the Apostle intimates that he prefers to 
every thing that the universe can offer of dig* 
nity, of success, of power? before which all the 
distinctions of greatness fade away, and which 
alone appears to him worthy of engaging his 
thoughts and his affections? Can it be a ctosm t 
the instrument, that is to say, of a punishment 
the most cruel and the most infamous ? And 
what is the spectacle which that crosa presents 
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to him ? — He there beholds a wretch disgraced 
by the vilest outrages, ranked with malefactors, 
— a man no longer worthy of the name of a man, 
who, in the midst of tortures and ignominies, 
terminates a life of obscurity and contempt. 

At this sight, the sense shudders, the ima- 
gination is terrified, reason is confounded ; 
the Jew is offended, the Greek perceives only 
a " foolishness" deserving of scorn and deri- 
sion. But how do these alarms of nature and 
this blindness of reason disappear, as soon 
as the torch of faith is brought to light up 
that gloomy picture ! How does the mighty 
mystery of religion, which we then discover, 
Asperse that spectacle of shame ; and leave, 
to the eye of the believer, only such adorable 
objects as cause him to burst forth in cries of 
joy and triumph ! 

Yes, Christian,— child of light ! in the cross, 
in the reproaches of Christ, thou liast presented 
to thee the sole title to true glory. For ii^ 
what art thou allowed to glory ? — In the ex- 
cellency of thy nature, in thy privileges, in the 
Master whom thou. hast to serve. Apprc^cl^ 
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then, with humility, the scene of the Lord's 
sufferings, and in the mystery of the cross 
behold ^hine own exaltation, and the triumph 
of the Son of God. 

Such/ My Brethren, is the subject with 
which I this day propose to occupy your 
thoughts : my aim will be, to 16ad you to place 
your glory in the cross of Christ, by show- 
ing you how the mystery of the cross discloses 
the excellence of our nature, and the source of 
our highest privileges, and sets before us . the 
triumph of our Lord. 

Almighty God, adorable Saviour ! that didst 
expire upon the cross for us, soften our hearts 
by the influence of thy grace ; and so fortify 
oiir souls, that I may be the means of bringing 
these my brethren fully to perceive and to feel 
the glory that accrues to us from thine inesti- 
mable sacrifice. May they, whilst enjgaged in 
this contemplation, be kindled with that ar- 
dent love and that unalterable affection for thy 
service, with those divine sentiments of devo- 
tion and of zeal, which caused thine Apostle^ 
Paul to diespise the world and the glory of it. 
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and to express his holy transports in these 
sublime words : *^ I am crucified with Christ : 
nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ livetii 
in me. God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

1. The study of the human heart. My Bretb- 
ren> is a painful study: the further we advance 
in this melancholy science, the more afilictive 
are the discoveries we make. The knowledge 
of mankind consists only in an acquaintance, 
more or less profound, with the secret of our 
misery ; and the longer we dwell upon the 
subject, we ere but so much the more disposed 
to say with the royal Prophet, that man is only 
corruption and vanity. In vain does pride 
revolt against tbe4;ruth that thus humiliates it; 
our reason, our heart, and our conscience 
unite in its support; and on this point the 
force of self-love is constrained to give way 
to the combined strength of reflection and 
experience. 

Let us, for the purpose of more deeply 
impressing you with this sad but salutary 
truths imagine a man of perfect sincerity — 
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one neither besotted by the illusions of pride, 
nor enlightened by the divine revelations of 
the Gospel — to examine his heart and to re- 
trace his past life; and, after this scrutiny, 
to pronounce an impartial opinion respecting 
the degree of excellence belonging to his 
nature: what is the language that he would 
hold with himself? Methinks I hear him 
discourse after this manner : " The further I 
proceed in the study of myself, the less capable 
I feel of coming to any certain conclusions; 
I know not to what end I have been called 
into life ; I am ignorant of what the future is 
preparing for me. In the midst, however, of 
all this obscurity, I have light enough to dis- 
cover that I am a wretched creature, whose 
existence is but a succession of miseries. If I 
look upon my body, I see it beset with a mul- 
titude of continually recurring wants, to satisfy 
which, requires painful and unceasing exer- 
tions; exposed to suffering, to accident, to 
disease, to the injuries of tin^e, which must in 
the end cause its dissolution. If I regard my 
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soul, at first it seems ta me that this spiritual 
portion of my being redeems its dignity ; I 
find there noble ideas, vast and insatiable de- 
sires, lofty sentiments, and magnificent con- 
ceptions. But presently I discover that my 
intellect, confined within the narrowest limits, 
and unequal to the most trivial difficulties, 
meets at every turn with countless impedi- 
ments, and falls into a thousand errors, upon 
subjects apparently the least worthy of its 
powers: — I discover that, the slave of unruly 
passions which my feeble will is insufficient to 
govern, my soul is hurried on by a thousand 
inclinations mutually contending with each 
other ; which seem to dispute its possession as 
a prey, and by turns to wrest it from each 
other: — I discover that those vague percep- 
tions, those insiatiable desires, which consume 
it, render my life a series of vexations, of 
restlessness, of continual torture: — I discover, 
in fine, that, the victim of distresses the most 
irarious, and which the most legitimate attach- 
ments give birth to, it is successively tor- 
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mented by inquietude, wasted by contempt^ 
devoured, by chagrin, worn by regrets, the 
sport of every bitter feeling and every harassing 
distress. Lastly, if I regard my entire being, 
I behold a creature whose duration is limited 
perhaps to a few moments — to a journey of a 
few y^ars— for the most part laborious, always 
exposed to calamities, and wearisomeness, — ; 
to some few days checquered with imperfect 
pleasures and overwhelming cares ; at the end 
of which 1 shall go to join the dead,-^the earth 
will close ov€r me, — ^worms shall revel in my 
flesh, — and I shall become a thing abominable^ 
to my fellow-creatures: and all this, irrevo-^ 
eably. Alas, miserable wretch 1 Can the few 
faint traces of grandeur which survive amidst 
thy miseries, suffice to dignify thee ? Are 
they not rather buried under a multitude of 
evidences which bear witness to thy imperfec- 
tion and thy frailty ? But, what do I say ? So 
far from redeeming, do they not rather serve, 
on the contrary, to aggravate still more the 
misery of my condition ? Do they not, by. 
ennobling my desires, lend a more humiliating 
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poignancy to the sense of my infinnities ? Ah, 
surely the brute, which, satisfied vnth the lot 
assigned him by his Creator, conducted blindly 
oy a happy instinct, finds food and rest, is 
exempt from the torment of desire and of re- 
flection, and sighs for nothing beyond the 
limits of his destiny ; whilst I, — the victim, on 
the one side, of fond imaginations, and strug- 
gles of unsatisfied passion, for ever attempting 
an unattainable felicity,— on the other, allied to 
ignorance through my low and mortal condi- 
tion, — find myself the last and most unfortunate 
of beings. Thus, the further my researches 
extend, I but arrive at the more deplorable 
convictions of my nothingness ; and am driven 
to the miserable acknowledgment, that it had 
been better for me never to have existed." 
Such, it appears to me. My Brethren, would 
be the course of argument of a man left to his 
own wretchedness ; and surely nothing could 
be more natural than such conclusions. 

Now, hear, in his turn, the Christian occu- 
pied in the same inquiry into the excellence of 
his nature : how different will his language be. 
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My Brethcen !— *• Whea I reflect upon my 
being," he would say, " I confess that I per- 
ceive in myself so many marks of weakness 
and corruption^ that the contemplation of my 
misery and nothingness leads me to the very 
verge of despair. But when, out of the depth 
of my distress, I raise my eyes to the Gross 
on which Christ died, — then how do my sor- 
rowful reflections disappear, and give place to 
nobler thoughts ! How does that which seemed 
to my view so mean, tower up ; and the majesty 
of my nature unfold itself! , Yes, when I call 
to mind, that it was for me that He who existed 
from all eternity, — He whose voice summoned 
the universe out of nothing, — ^He who, su- 
premely blessed, enjoyed immortal glory in 
the bosom of the Father, — ^He whom the inteK 
ligences of Heaven adored and celebrajbed in 
their praises ; — that He so *' humbled himself,^ 
as to '' take upon him the form of a servant," — 
as to become like man, a creature, in appear- 
ance, so despicable ; — when I behold him ex- 
piring, for me upon a cross of shame, under- 
going for me every species of ignominy and 
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eruel torture; — then, however contemptible I 
may appear in my own eyes, how can I but 
believe, that he; for whom all these amazing 
wonders are performed, hides under his seeming 
yileness qualities of a high order? How can 
I but believe, that, in spite of this physical 
frailty, of this poverty of intellect, my pai^sions 
afid my griefs, the restlessness of my desires, 
*-^xn spite, even, of that death to which I 
am condemned, — that the creature for whose 
sake, the Son of God descends from heaven to 
eaxith, is of a noble and excellent nature, and 
appointed to a glorious destiny ? No ! In 
vain would all the attributes of my being com- 
bine to demonstrate to me my insignificance, 
to convince me of my baseness ! By means of 
the CROSS OF Jesus Christ, I should be enabled 
to confound these arguments, and to disperse 
these seeming ignominies ; and should bring to 
light beneath them the real grandeur which 
they darkly veil. Let my Saviour descend 
fvom heaven, let him endure the most appalling 
tortures, let his blood flow, let him resign his 
life^, hi him expire fox me upon the cro$s :— ** 
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does not thw mystery demonstrate with con'' 
rincifig force the excellency of my nature? 
Cease then, O my soul» to be cast down at the 
prospect, of thy condition ! Christ hath died 
for thee ! Cast away, my spirit, these sad 
ideas of thy degradation ! Be filled with lofty 
thoughts, and br^k forth into expressions of 
thanksgiving and triumph! Say to tkys^f*: 
* No, man is no vile and miserable cfeature. 
Them, O God, hast made him a little lower than 
the angels ; thou hast crowi^d him witii g^y 
and honour/ For his sake hast thou senC thy 
Son into the world, and bast ordained him to 
safier the death of the cross l-^Cross of Jesus 
Christ, that art the source of all my greatness, 
how should I not make of thee my greatest 
subject of glory r 

Such, My Brethren, such are the exalted 
emotions whioh the believer must experience 
in the contemplation of that cross, which, by 
means of the excellence of the victim attached 
to it, enables hitii to estimate his nature's dig- 
nity ; bnt, without which, we are but mean 
and feeble crefiU;nres, mortal and miserable; 
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without it, confouoded by the sense of my 
extreme unworthiaess, I humble myself in dust 
and ashes, and say with the Psalmist, that ** man 
at his best estate i^i altc^ether vanity." But 
when I raise my eyes to the cross whereon the 
Son of God expires, when I look upon that 
costly victim^ whose blood is fiihed for me, 
^ized with a holy awe while I contemplate 
this marvellous mystery, overwhelmed and 
entranced with the immensity of the sacrifice, 
I take courage ^nd dare to glory in my own 
greatness. 

2. Again : where shall we find a more 
genume cause of exultation, than our hopes Gi 
immortality ? — O man, privileged heir of hea- 
fen, — thou who, citizen of the heavenly Zion> 
and joint heir with Jesus Christ, shouldest 
regard this world as a land of exile, and eternity 
as alone thy country ; — thou thatj^ spit^ of thy 
seeming insignificance, shalt live for ever ; and 
beholdest in thyself a being superior to this 
stupendous and magnificent universe, whieh^ 
** when the day of the Lord cometh," must 
return to nothing ;— hast thou not cause tp 
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triumph in the lofty destiny that lies before 
thee ? Hence may est thou brave the '' King of 
Terrors/' and, nobly defying him, exclaim: 
" O Death, where is thy sting ? O Grave, 
where is thy victory?" and in calm reliance 
upon that transporting hope, fearlessly descend 
into the tomb. The Everlasting himself is the 
surety of thy glorious privileges. Here again, it 
is to THE CROSS of Jcsus Christ, — it is to the 
cross, to that altar, which, through the excel- 
lence of the victim immolated there, enables 
thee to judge of the grandeur of thy own nature, 
— ^it is, moreover, to that sacred wood, that 
together with thy Saviour, are affixed thy 
proud titles to immortality. 

And, oh. My Brethren, what would be our 
condition vrithout this marvellous sacrifice, 
which redeems and saves us? When I keep 
out of sight the Saviour's death, and contem-* 
plate man as he is, deprived of those blessings 
which the blood of the New Covenant, i^hed 
'* for the remission of sins," confers upon him, 
what a spectacle does he present to my ap- 
palled imagination! Alas! I behold him the 
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iniserable victim of our first Father's disobe^ 
dience, bearing every where with him the dole- 
ful heritage of death, marked with the seal of re- 
probation, tormented by fiery desires planted by 
Satan in his bosom ! I see him falling through 
temptation into the snares of the " Prince 
of Darkness," offending his God-, violating the 
law written in his conscience, becoming thus 
hi& enemy, finding no Mediator to reconcile him 
with his angry judge, raising in vain his suppli- 
ant hands to Heaven, shedding unavailing tears 
of remorse; and, lost beyond redemption, 
hurrying through life along the torrent of his 
*ins, unmet by a single obstacle which might 
suspend his destructive course, or a liberator 
from its raging waves; finally, on the whirl of 
these headlong waters, plunging for ever into 
the hideous abysses of justice, of wrath, and 
of vengeance ! 

• Such is the picture of man, as a fallen, a dis- 
obedient, and guilty creature. But — O glory of 
the Christian and triumph of the cross !*— Jesus' 
Obrist, abandoning the abodes of heaven, 
dwells in man's likeness in the midst of these; 
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children of condetDuation, They force him to 
" bear his cross/' — he ascends the Mount of 
Calvary, — they bihd him to the infamous 
wood, — thiey pierce him with nails, — ^from hia 
torn body the blood gushes forth; — and thia 
victim offered up for sin, redeems and savea 
** that which was lost ;" — Heaven is: reconciled 
to earth, — the Eternal, satisfied witb this Qb,i 
lation to his justice, no longer looks in wratli 
upon mankind; — his compassion yearns over 
the offenders, — children of Adam, he again 
becomes their parent ! 

Nor is this all : Not only does tne death, Qf 
Christ open to us anew the access to a blessed 
eternity, but, in order to facilitate our ap- 
proachy he secures to us the privilege of repen-' 
tance, which, through his adorable intercession> 
is capable of expiating every offence ;— he 
lavishes upon us the manifold helps of his 
instructions^ •f his promises, and of the graces 
of his Spirit ; in order that we may more effec-r 
tually struggle with error and vice, and that we 
n^^y go on with greater confidence in the way 
of obedience and sanctification. The whole 
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world was then lost, and presented only tIc- 
tims devoted to vengeance. In the prospect 
of futurity, there was only hell. Jesus, nailed 
to the cross, from the height of Calvary sum- 
mons to him all the human race ; all are per- 
mitted to* hear his voice, to share in the frnits 
of his sacrifice, to follow the sign of the Son 
of Man, and to attain to the abodes of everlas- 
ting joy in heaven. 

Break forth, then, O sinner, in exclamations 
of gratitude ; and exult in the cross of Christ thy 

' Saviour ! Heaven, which sin had shut against 
thee, his sacrifice throws open; and through 

, his merits thou mayest lay claim to bliss. Hell, 
which sin had opened for thee, his sacrifice 
closes ; and, unless the hardness of thy heart 
plunges thee there, thou mayest escape its tor- 
tures. Be it then for ever the subject of thy 
triumph,, and place thy glory in the privileges 
inestimable which it obtains for thee. 

Yes, CROSS of our Lord, cross of our salva- 
tion, thou art our only refuge ! Sinking under 
the weight of our unworthiness, covered with 
the shames of sin, tortured by remorse, we 
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cast ourselves at thy foot ; we embrace thee 
with tears of repentance and of iove ; we look 
up to Christ as the Israelites looked up in the 
wilderness to the Brazen Serpent, and aire 
healed by that blood which flows from the 
blessed victim immolated upon thee. Wash 
our souls from their impurities ; procure for us 
pardon, and the graces of his enlighteaing 
Spirit ; save us, and translate us to those hea- 
venly places, where Jesus Christ dwelleth! 
" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, when we were dead in tres^ 
passes and sins, hath begotten us again into a 
lively hope by his Son Jesus Christ! God 
forbid that I should glory, save in th£ crom 
OF OUR Lord Jesus Christ !" 

3. After having contemplated in the c^&oss 
your grandeur and your privileges, now, Chris- 
tians, behold there your Master himself; if you 
have souls capable of being influenced by any 
of those sublime emotions which inflame noUe 
minds with heroic zeal, witness the sufierings 
of Jesus, and glory in calling yourselves by his 
name. 
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Oh, if the soldier glories in following a victo- 
rious chief, — if in the laurels of his triumph he 
can find his own, — soldiers of our Lord, when 
ye witness his triumph upon the cross, dp you 
deem it no honour to be enrolled in his ser- 
vice? Yes, My Brethren, it is in the midst of 
the ignominies of Christ, that his glory is most 
apparent ; it is there that his greatness, his 
power, his Godhead, unveil themselves, and 
are seen in all their splendour. It is not here, 
however, my intention to exhibit him to you 
in his Almighty character, displaying in death 
his eternal power, by the crushing of his 
foiled enemy, by disarming death of his sting, 
and by triumphing over the grave; these 
awful articles of faith, these unfathomable 
mysteries, the objects of eternal fear, and hope, 
and love, I shall pass by. But I will show 
you in- the cross a triumph, less august, I 
allow, but perhaps more profitable to contem- 
plate, less worthy of a God, but more instruc- 
tive to mankind, — Jesus triumphant over the 
weaknesses of mortality, crucifying all his 
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human desires, exhibiting the sublimest heroism 
in the midst of his tortures, and submitting to 
his sufferings, as the Apostle expresses it, '^for 
our ensample." . 

Approach, then^ you whom the smallest sa- 
crifice alarms, you whonoi the smallest violence 
offered to your inclinations, drives back> or 
strikes, with terror, — approach, and see upon 
THE CROSS Him " who in all things was like 
unto yourselves, sin only excepted," immola- 
ting all those affections which it would. cost 
you so much to renounce; and, by the diffi- 
culty of the sacrifice, judge of his magnanimity. 
Come, and see him triumph over Pride, — ^over 
that pride which is your most cherished feel- 
ing, that pride which lives inseparably in your 
heart, , See this Jesus, '*in whom the fulness of 
the Godhead dwelt," but who clothed himself 
with mortal flesh, voluntarily exposing himself 
to every insult, and embracing the death of the 
.cross. See him rendering himself superior to 
the Senses— rto those senses of which you are 
the slaves, and to the satisfiying of which you 
devote your entire existence. Behold that 
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lacerated flesli, — those tmhds and those feet 
pierced with nails, that martyred body which 
Jesus himself delivers up to the torture. 'Come, 
and see him triumphing over the feeling ctf 
Hatred, — ^a fe&ling which has so great "ascen- 
dency in your bosoiiis, which is sahardtoetiadi- 
cate, and which is awakened there by the 
slightest injuries* Behold him tUe victim ^^f 
the idlest imposture, suhrotlnded by the exe- 
cutioner^, and by an inhuman fabble ; who, 
after' nailing him to the wood, insult Him, and 
liSock at those agonies the barb thought of 
which makes humanity shudder^— breathing 
forth, in the midst of those insulting and tu- 
multtiotks eries^ these words of peace -aild 
•mercy : " Father, forgive th^m, for they know 
not what they do !" Come/and see him triiAnph- 
ing over those hilman ties,^-^the teddetfest *df 
those connections wfaich-bind'you so fordiUy 
to ^rth, atid the lireaking of which drawsfirom 
you BO many lanientaitons^ See hkd bending, 
"from the elevation^ of the ^cross, his 'lobks ''of 
affection upon his^ihother' and the ^'discifAe 
whom he 'loved," whose souls are piercftd'^Jy 
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^ief asby a sword,— qwitting ^em.with thp 
Iteavenlycaloi of jresigofttio/i, ^jpi|i^.^ ¥^:^^?)^ 
farewell, ^coietmending t)iem to each oth^. 
Come, and soe lijiQ triumphing over jigo^i^s tj^e 
alightest attacl^s. of which deject jmd i^tit^ 
you, and.^jause.you.to.give.ajvay.lp J^ud apd 
<^ten impipu^ cpmplstin^. §ee J,esus,, encom- 
passed with the keenest apd t|p^e d^r^est dou^^s, 
silently SiUJQTeriQg like a lamb led tOj^he slaugh- 
ter, and exclaimiag: " O Father,, ^hy \yijLl, jiftt 
mine, be done !" Come, lastly, .see Jyim tri- 
um|3hing over the .fear of Dea!th,-rof that d^ath 
the dread of whi^h congeals, you with hopror, 
.and overwhelms you with dastardly despair. 
See him, when, at the point pf entei;ing injto 
the gloomy horrors of the toqib, h^ perceives 
between, himself and th© graye^ only the jinter- 
val pf one rapid in^tant^ uttering ^u his extreme 
agoay : " Father, into thy hands I command 
;ny apirit !" 

3.ut, to what jgnd. so ipp^y sac]:ifices, ^xjd 

triumphs ? For Xh^ display pf a r^^h courage ? 

sn ASMOoii£fid«^ate }self*de^yio^ioiit U it <humw 

.^^15, /whirfi.ocOTmwdp it ? No .: <ai^ jk^^ }t^ 

Q 2 
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which fills up the measure of our Lord's glory,) 
it is his unbounded love that induces him to 
offer upon the cross a life which nothing could 
deprive him of. It is his love, his ardent love, 
which is his executioner. And, for whom does 
he devote himself? — For the ungrateful, who do 
him violence, — the cowardly, who abandon 
him, — the blinded, who go astray, — even for the 
brutal multitude, who mock djid murder him. 
By the mightiest effort of love, he resigns his 
life — he dies — ^for us. 

Heroism beyond conception! Death full of 
^sublimity! in which, while we exclusively 
regard the man, it is impossible for us not 'to 
perceive the God ; — so far do the divine linea- 
ments which shihe out from the midst of these 
marks of humanity, reveal the perfect Being 
veiled beneath ! Oh, My Brethren, how is the 
greatness of the Saviour displayed upon the 
CROSS ! What a glorious niodel of devotedness, 
of courage, of love, of patience, of self-denial, 
of self-sacrifice, does he present in his death I 
Vanish before Him, ye who engage the world's 
admiration, and whose glory Time, the univer- 
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saJ destroyer, appears even yet to be augment,- 
iog ! Ye heroes of the elder times, and ye, 
the children of later ages, who have been found 
capable of dedicating your lives to your 
country, to your friends, to virtue, and whose 
generous sacrifices are so vaunted, be ye no 
more remembered ! The Saviour blots out 
your united renown. What becomes of the 
splendour of your sacrifices, when put beside 
the sacrifice of the Son of Man ? Before Him 
your grandeur becomes but littleness. Your 
light, whose brightness is but of earth, grows 
all pale before the splendours of this luminary, 
— quenched is your glory, in the presence of 
the glory of Jesus ! 

Yes, adorable Saviour, it is upon the cross, 
that I delight to contemplate thy triumph ! 
.When I behold thee upon Mount Tabor, en- 
veloped in a shining glory, — when I behold 
thee, the conqueror of death, springing, upward 
victorious from the sepulchre, — when I behold 
thee, from the Mount of Olives, carried up ipto 
heaven upon a cloud of glory, from the gaze 

of thy wondering disciples, thy majesty ex- 
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cit€i my adimration, and causes me to burst 
forth in expressions of praise and of joy ; but 
tev^r, never dost thou seem to me so gclorious, 
as ^heA entircled by thy shames. It is there, 
thitt dll things c6mbihe to prove thee greatestt 
in my festimatioii. There I recognize at once 
thfe ififinite love and p6wer of a God, and the 
noblei^t characters of ihe heroism of mkn. And 
shdll ahy one pride himself in exeiii|)ti<)h firdih 
the igferVifce of such a fnaster ? And does the 
being csilled td follow iii his footsteps, riot 
tSfid to eialt rheh in their own esteem T Awny 
iirilh thl^ sdfdidi wretch, indifffefeht to so proud 
a privilege, \irh6 feats arid h^sitate^, when 
Jesus, bearing his cross, and.ha^^itig his head 
cirbwried wiih tfibrhs, iiivites hiih tb follow 
hiib! Bui let tne belie vek^ contemplate his 
crlicified Saviour; let him gloi*y in following 
liim, in obeying him, in serving benlsath his 
banrifeir; then, beholding his glory, he fefels 
inJ3 gloW 6i that generous enthuisiasm Whibh 
driawB him alter his heavenly ehieftkiri, abfl 
%^s hiih with winged lightness k\ohg iSbit 
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tACle q£ his Lord's, txiumph upon the cross; 
his eyes being steadily fixed uppn '' Jesns^ the 
author and finisher of his faith, who, having 
eiuiured the cross and despised the shames 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father^" 
^pon the throne of his glory* 

What a blessed thing it is. My Bretbr^^ 
t9 be a Christian ! What a sublime vocation, 
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and of Jesus 
Christ crucified ! What a subject of ezulta* 
tion is TH£ CROSS, — ^that cross of grace and 
of salvation, in which we contemplate our 
own greatness, our lofty privileges, and the 
triumph of the Son of God 1 What titles of 
. dignity and honour are offered us, in this in* 
. calculable sacrifice, in these immortal hopes 
which invite us, in this triumphant Lord of 

whom we are the dear disciples ! W4iere shall 
we fii)d a subject of glory comparable to that 
which the cross sets before us? How does 
all which this earth can offer, fade away be^ 
fore Him, who filled St. Paul with raptures 
so natural and so noble ! and what a contemp'^ 
lible Buhject^of triumph ou^t the pocsMsioa 
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of the world to appear, if compared with the 
privileges of the Christian ! 

Nevertheless, however jtist may be this re- 
flection^ however evident may be this truth — 
that every motive to glory becomes as nothitig 
before Him, whom we this day contemplate — 
do we. My Brethren, make of it the first oi 
those distinctions which invest us with dignity 
in ourown^eyes? 

•^'Do' you place your glory — ^o you search 
fbr it-^n THAT CROSS, which alone consti- 
tuted .that of . the Apostle V , A\s^ ! such is 
the blindness/ such the ingratitude, > such the 
slavish backwardness of man, that of this sacri- 
fice, which constitutes his sole dignity, his 
exclusive hope, and which sets: before him the 
triumph of his Saviour, he disregards, he aban- 
dons, he forgets the prerogatives; and lives 
without J50 niuch as remembering the glory 
itt -which it arrays him, 

- Where then, I ask you, where are tho$e 
fiaitlkful disciples, the moving principle of 
whiQse lives is the reproach of Jesus GhtiiSfl) 
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*— the glory of our nature?^— The cross ^ tln^ 
folds to us our greatness : — but do you glory 
in that greatness — you who appear to be at 
paths only to degrade your being, by giving 
yourselves up to unworthy, and criminal affi^^ 
tions, to unsatisfying pleasures, to brutalizing 
excesses, to the degrading effect of intemper-^ 
apce, of avarice, to that nmltitude of idle or of 
guilty passions, that fill your souls with poUu^ 
tion ? The cross unfolds to us eternity, our 
grand privilege : — but, do you glory in these 
jet^^mal hopes — ^you who regard only the good 
•things of this world, who. aspire after only visi^ 
hie and passing objects — ^you, whose desires ali 
•tend to the. creature, who. incessantly strive to 
.extract fropi unsubstantial things a happiness 
which they are incapable of yielding ? Lastly, 
the cross holds up to us the triumph, of 
our Lord : — ^but, do you . glory in this triumph 
—you, who, far from associating yourselves 
with the principle in which it originates, by 
following the divine models which Christ 
iholds out to us, are always ready to oppress 
Ihe feeble with l^e weight of your pride, and 
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VQ unaible lo toletttte any thiog that wounds 
,|t£r-?^oa^ whot fait froiBc '^ cnu^^^fying^ the flesh> 
ivitk the hmp^ tberoof/' abasdoa ypurselves 
^ sm^fa^ vil& infilinatiQiiS) an^ search out what- 
, ^vermay pampar. them — you, wl^ canuot for- 
i;ibre your bre^eo. the n^o&t trivia) offences, 
and; \Ao prefer &edmg an. animosity for years, 
Ao coBsenting to the least step towards recon- 
cilias^QQi WYou, who^ far from being disposed 
l0 nt^ke these fraternal sacrifices which cha- 
ilty jdictajtes, ^ shut yourselves up, in yqur sellp- 
49ufl^ienc;y^ live for yourselves i^lone; and 
would make of your own persons your uni- 
verse, had you i\o need of otheirs to promote 
your ^fiah ease, and as the slaves of your 
interesf;s and your pleasures ? — ^You, in a word, 
,iirIiQ> when your trials con^e, abandoning your* 
selves to a cowardly despair, cannot restrain 
your murmurs— who, far from extracting from 
your afflictions lessons of mortification, of ibu- 
fuility, of |:^peiitanee, derive firom them only 
fieelings of irritation, of rebellion, and of impa- 
jtieftoq ? Alas 1 Alas 1 We glory in our wealth, 
ia p\ii bifth, in the icaak we fill, in the 4dc- 
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casional brilliancy of our imperfect virtues; 
we glory in our talents, our successes, in our 
endowments of intellect and knowledge:*^ 
What shall I say more? — ^in still more fri- 
volous advantages, — in personal elegance, in 
the showy atttractions of beauty ; gifts as vain 
as they are seductive. We even glory in our 
vice^, in our disorderly lives, m our crimi- 
fiat successes, in the cunning dexterity ^y 
which we obtain advancement. It seems as 
if oui* J)erv6rse vanity sought out, among 
ihing^ the most calculated to humble us^ 
sources of pride, ^nd subjects of exultation, 
teut THY Cross, O my Saviour! thy cross, 
m which aione our merit consists, from which 
done our immense privileges proceed, — thy 
CEoss, out only legitimate title to self-respect, 
on which we ought to rest our true glory, — we 
forget the prerogatives it confers upon us, and 
dmost live as if it were no concern of ours ! 
N4iy> there are even found some impious 
enough to despise it, to be ashamed of thy 
reproach, to turn it, in their moments of hide- 
ous ifranticness, into a ^nbjeet of mockery. 
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These, ' then, are the returns we make to the 
immeasureable love of our Saviour ! This, 
then, 13 the use we make of those exalted pri- 
yil^ge^ which, by his sufferings and his blood, 
\^ hath obtained for us ! Thus is " the cross 
^.^Christ of none efFept;" we ** crucify hint 
u(fesh;" in the words of the Appstle, by our 
vifjes^and disordered passions, we '* count the. 
bipod of |;he Covenant, wherewith we are 
^^uptified, an unholy thing !" 

Ungrateful and degraded men ! tremble, lest 
ve. draw ^own upon yourselve3 those divine 
l^dglljexits, which the Spirit of God denounces 
agp^nst,the enemies ofxHE cross of Christ! 
Tremble, lest that cross of Christ, which 
should have been your glory, one day bepome 
tl^,e . cause of your everlasting, infamy ! Yes, 
tl^is adoi^able Redeemer will one day return; 
he will appear *' in the clouds of heaven;" 
surrounded by his Father's glory, bearing aloft 
his sign, he will appear '*to judge the quick 
a^Ki the dead." Then will he say to the sinner, 
treo^bling in his majestic presence: /'Behold my 
CROSS, by which thou mightest have been saved : 
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I had given it to thee, m order tHat it might 
enable thee to overthrow thine enemies, and 
might lead thee on to glory: by that'<!ross it 
is that I will judge thee. Thou shouldest have 
perceived in it the dignity of thy nature ; and 
thou hast se6n there only my ignominy ; and 
hast sought thy greatness in the vain advan^ 
tages of the world, or in the indulgence of thy 
guilty passions : thou shouldest have ' rested 
thy hope thereon ; and thy expectations and 
desires have had no other aim than the vanities 
of life : thou shouldest have found there an ex- 
ample ; and thou hast lived as if in ignonince of 
it, or else, through thy pride, thy corruption, thy 
enmities, thy complaints, thou hast continu^Hy 
revolted against its lessons. Since, therefore, 

thou wouldest not that it should be thy salva- 

« 

tion, be it then at this final day thy condem- 
nation everlasting. Go, then, ungrateful and 
rebeliibus soul! — Go, enemy of the cross f I 
cast thee off — I reject thee ! By despising the 
title of glory which I hold out to thee, thou 
hast denied me before men : I now deny th'e^ 
before my Father ; and I cast thee forth fdt 



weft, to take thy lot with ikonbh^ b^ingis 
whom I know not/' 

> Let «s. My Bretfaren^^let u» ^a^^e onrselnrot 
jGrom this awful sentence, this dread deqree^ 
which forever cuts us off from o;ur Saviour^iuMl 
our God. To that end, let us Qx our thoughts 
steadily upon the ceoss of Jesus (GHun. 
Let us recognize in it our greatness,; our privi*^ 
leges, the triumphs of our Lord. May the con- 
templation of that aaci^ object sq elevate our 
souls, that they may place all their glory in 
those divine preroga):ives of the Chri^an ; . and 
may we, after having, during our entire lives, 
l^loried in the Saviour's cross, be enabled, wh^n 
he shall come to exercise his awful ju^^^.ents, 
to say : *' Lord Jesus, my Saviour ax|d my 
Ood, that didst die upon the cross ! thy cross 
alone hath ever been my refuge, and is the 
continual subject of my glory. When over- 
whelmed by a sense of my unworthin^s, it w^s 
that which raised my desponding mind ; wh^n, 
looking upon piy disobedience and wretched^ 
oess, I despaired of salvation, it was th^t which 
racaUed hope into my saddened heai^; when I 
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wandered in the ways of vice, it was that which 
brought me back, by means of thy great e£« 
ample, in the way of holiness. I cast myself 
dierefore at thy feet, waiting for the fulfilment 
of thy divine promises : Oh, may I, in spite 
of my deep corruption, have obtained pardon 
through the merits of that blood which flows 
from thy wounds! May I, through that cross 
which is our salvation, be .admitted into those 
blessed abodes, where thou wilt make us be- 
holders of thine eternal triumph, and sharers in 
thy glory !" Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 



Romans viii. 1. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. 



THESE, My Brethren, are the days of love 
and of salvation : this is the time at which* 
the Universal Father prepares his table, and 
invites to it all his children ; it is at this time 
that he addresses to us those words of con- 
solation: ^^ Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest/* 
— ** Come unto me, ye who are forsaken by 
the world, ye wearied and worn with the trials 

R 2 
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oi life. Come unto me, and I will give you 
the promise of a better country, and will show 
you * new heavens and a new earth/ Come 
unto me, ye who are tormented by the remem- 
brance of some sin, wliich, though concealed 
from the knowledge of men, embitters all your 
existence : — come to me, and, by making you 
objects of my pardoning mercy, I will expel 
the worm of remorse from your bosoms, and 
will impose silence upon the voice that there 
accuses you. Come unto me, ye who desire to 
live a life of greater purity, more conformable 
to the precepts of my law ; but who are dis- 
heartened by a sense of your weakness, and by 
a recollection of so many good resolutions 
which no amendment has succeeded : — come 
to me, and I will supply you with strength 
and firmness, and will uphold you in the way 
of righteousness." 

But does Christ confer upon us this inappre- 
ciable advantage which he offers, whilst we, 
on our part, do nothing towards, rendering our- 
selves worthy of it ? Is salvation a thing of so 
little value, that it is to be obtained with- 
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out effort and without self-denial ? Does the 
Creator so often invite his creatures, without 
their deigning to make the least correspondent 
return? No, My Brethren, you have heard 
otherwise in the text which I have now read 
to you. Two conditions are required in 
order to salvation, viz: Faith, and Newness 
of Life: — '* There is now no condemnation 

TO THEM WHICH ARE IN ChRIST JeSUS, WHO 
WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE 
SPIRIT." 

Upon these cheering words let us meditate, 
with all the profound attention which they 
demand : let us question our consciences ; let 
us scrutinize our hearts ; let us examine every 
action of our lives; let us prove whether we 
are worthy to draw nigh to the holy table,^ 
and, in the iawful symbols of the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ, to receive the sacred 
pledge of our immortality and of our resurrec- 
tion. — O God ! inspire me with such language 
as may persuade those who now hear me; 
that so we may all derive from this act of 
devotion a livelier faith, and a will more ear- 
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nastly disposed to please thee, and to seek 
thy fayour and thy love I 

There are, My Brethren, two consideratioijis 
upon which we are entitled to hope for the par* 
don of our sins : to believe in Jesus Ghiust, 
(for the expressions, to " believe in Christ," 
to " he in Christ," to be " of Christ," signify 
the some thing, and are employed by the 
sacred writers indifferently one for the other;) 
and, in consequence of that belief, to obtaiit 

THE VICTORY OVER OUR PASSIONS and TO BJC 
OBEDIENT TO THE HOLY PRECEPTS OF THE Gos- 

PEL ; which are operations of the Spirit of God. 
To examine ourselves. My Brethren, respisot-* 
ing the first of these conditions-^What is it to 
believe in Jesus Cl^rist ? It is to believe all that 
the Gospel revels to us respecting this Biviae 
Person.— It is to believe that He has fulfilled AM 
those oracles, by which the Prophets foretold 
the Me68iah.<— It is to believe, that, during his 
abode upon earth, He presented a perfect model 
of all virtue ; and that there was in him not the 
least semblance of sin.^— It is to beUeve, that 
He submitted to a voluntajry death, in order to 
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procure the expiation of our sins, ted to sa^ 
tisfy the divine justice. — It is to believe, that^ 
three days after being placed in the tomb. He 
rose again gloriously from the dead. — It is to 
believe that He ascended up into heaven, aftdr 
having remained forty days upon the earthy 
for the purpose of giving his final instructions 
to his disciples. — It is to bejlieve, that, ten 
days after his ascenaion. He sebt down Im 
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, from whose 
inspiration all that th^y have left for our 
instruction proceeded.— It is to belie ve> tkit 
He is our Kiug, our Saviour, our High Pries<^ 
our Redeemdr ; and that at the last day Hb 
will be our Judge» — It is to believe, that fie 
is the " beloved Son " of the Father, '' ii 
whom He is well pleased ;" that '^ neither is 
there salvation in any other; &r there & 
none other name given tinder hciavea aUong 
men whereby we must be saved/*-^It is to 
believe, that He bath become, through the 
divine appointment, our wii^omf, our righte- 
oifimess, our sanctification^ our redemption ;--4- 
that '^^ all tb^ treastfres of wisdom and of khoiv- 
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led^e" trhich befa*e were -^* hid>" are now, 
fbuiuitunited together in Him. . 
- And here,' My Brethren, observe well, that we 
skaJce lise -of such expressipn^ only as are taken 
feom holy writ* We have no disposition to force 
upon your belief the dictates of men, the opi^ 
nions of men, the systems of men. . What need 
is there that man should &peak, upon points re- 
js'pecting which the Spirit of God hath spoken ? 
TRhait; need is 4here for man to oflfer expla- 
naitioBS, respecting points upon which it hath 
pleasied the Spirit of God to give no explana- 
tion? ^What need has man to form conjec- 
tures, where the Spirit of God has chosen to 
leave us. in uncertainty and ignorance ? To 
believe in Jesus Ohrist, is to adopt, accord* 
ing to .the precept given: us by our blessed 
.Saviour^ the humbleness and- simplicity of a 
child; and in that disposition to read his Holy 
Word^ - There if we find mysteries, he asks 
not of us to search them out : If there are 
difficulties, he does not burden us with their 
solution : If there are some apparent contra- 
dictions-^and they are only apparent^^he will 
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reeoncile them at the last day. To us it 
matters little : we shall be, notwithstanding, 
disciples of Jesus Christ ; we shall have, not- 
withstanding, fulfilled the first condition which 
he requires of us ; if we receive with a fall 
and entire faith all that we find in the Holy 
Scriptures, without the retrenchment of a 
single word, — a single syllable, — a single 
letter. 

Now, My Brethren, I ask, have we that full 
and entire belief in Jesus Christ, and in the 
writings of his Apostles?-^- Alas! when, swollen 
by tempests, the torrents rush with fury froin the 
hills, and sweep away from the plains below 
their ' fertile harvests ;*— when some appalling 
conflagration destroys, in a few hours, those 
dweliingB and monumenti^ which men had 
ire^red at the cost of so much time and la- 
bour ; — ^long after the waters have subsided^ — 
long after the flames have become extinct, — 
you may perceive the desolate traces which 
those devouring scourges have left behind: 
And thus,, not in vain has Infidelity of late 

r 

walked arrogantly forth . She has poured forth. 
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Uke rivers, the poison of her pemicious priiH 
oiples ; the city and the country have been 
alike contaminated; and from the mouths of 
&e most ignorant of meli scepticism and im-* 
piety have been heard to proceed* I grant, 
indeed. My Brethren, that our privileged coun- 
try, favoured in so many respects by the pe- 
culiar qare of Providence, preserved from so 
many evils to which the states that surromid 
m have been es^posed^ — that our country may 
have suffered les$ than others from this sad 
moral infection : few of us have fallen its vic-^ 
tims ; and the sheep of the flock now assem-^ 
bled in this temple acknowledge, with cordkJi 
readiness, Jesus Christ for their Head and 
their Shepherd. But, alas I My Brethren, how 
many are there, whose indifference can scarcely 
be distinguished from unbelief !< — How many^ 
whe, if called upon to render an account oi 
their religious hopes, would have to answer 
with hesitation and uncertainty ! Ho^w many, 
who» even ^vhile they contply with the out- 
ward ceremottiais of Christianity^ while tfae^ 
c{iU tbenifidlves Christians, are, neverthek»s> 



251 

far from assigning to our divine Saviour 
that piacB whicli be ought to occupy in tiieir 
thoughts and their affections ! How maoy aiie 
there, in short, who have but a wavering aad 
imperfect &ith; and who, betraying not- the 
least solicitude upon the subject, reply t» 
those who interrogate them : That every 
one believes according to his ability; that 
&ith is a sentiment infused into the mind,^^ 
and over which we have no control ; that, 
upon the whole, there is more of misfortune 
than matter of blame in a want of faith •^— 
Oh, be assured. My Brethren, that they are 
wretched, very wretched, who live without 
a true faith I You, however, whom this dis- 
course more particularly regards, — you, who 
do not fully believe all that the Goapel de*^ 
Clares to us in regard to our Lord, hear, I 
beseech you, a few reflections yet upon this 
subject. 

True it is, that when we have done all 
that lay in our power, with sincere dispoai^^ 
tioBs and an unprejudiced mind» in order to 
strengthen our belief, we are to be pitied ri^<^ 
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ther than blamed, should we fail in our object; 
more especially, if, conscious of the extent 
of our n^isfortune, we have abstained from 

m 

every thing, whether in conduct or in dis- 
course, which might have had the effect of 
poisoning other men's minds with our doubts 
and uncertainties: I will even add, that, should 
there, by possibility, exist a man so unhap- 
pily circumstanced (which, however, I find it 
hard to conceive,) God would assuredly come 
to his aid ; and would finally cause- such a 
light to shine into his soul, as would effec- 
tually banish all the obscurity of doubt. But 
when a man, instead of endeavouring to satisfy 
his doubts, has, on the contrary, suffered him- 
self to peruse such works, and to lend an car 
to the utterance of such principles and such 
pleasantries, as tend naturally to suggest or 
to strengthen them; when, in short, he has 
omitted every precaution that might have se- 
cured his heart and niind from this baleful 
contagion; — in such a casd he is not to be 
pitied merely^ but severely blamed, and most 
justly condemned. You, then, who have not 
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that firm belief in the Son of God which might 
be expected of you,— are you desirous to 
escape oiit of this state of condemnation ? For 
the attainment of that end, three nearly infelr 
lible methods are offered to you. Of these 
the first is, to peruse some of those excelr 
lent prodiictipns, wherein men of competent 
learning have set forth the arguments and 
evidences, to which they have been indebted 
for the confirmation and fixedness of their own 
faith. Why should such reasbns as have car- 
ried conviction into the minds of men of the 
best information, and the least disposed to 
take up with a too easy belief, fail to pro-, 
duce the same effect upon you ?': As the sun, 
at his rising, disperses in an instant the heavy 
vapours that shrouded the world, so will the 
perusal of these writings disperse every doubt 
from your minds, and convince you of their 
weakness and absurdity, and of the folly of 
those arguments, sophisms, and sarcasms, ujpon. 
which your incredulity was grounded. 

But it maybe that you have not the lei- 
sure nor the knowledge necessary for devoting 
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yourselves to this readings or for pursuing 
Uiese studies. Question and consult^ tben^ 
those who have advantages in this respeet 
denied to you« There is» thank God 1 am^i^ 
us no want of enlightened individuals, whoM 
replies would tend to the Confirmation of your 
fidth ; if you deem the testimony of your pas* 
tors unsatisfactory, because you conceive the 
language t^ey hold to you upon the subject, 
tO' be such as is dictated by their office. And, 
even allowing the truth of what I by no means 
stdmit— that the arguments of unbelievers are 
not without some force and foundation, — al-^ 
lowing that they could assign as many motives 
for r^ejecting the religion of our Saviour, as his 
disciples can adduce for receiving it,^^there 
is yet one consideration, which, when its im-' 
portance is fairly estimated, will at once de^ 
cide your preference. It is this: that he who 
embraces the faith of Jesus Christ, whether 
he be right or wrong, at the same time that 
he sides with principles, which, even in this 
life, contribute rather to augment^ than to 
diminish his happiness, secures himself dso 
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firom all danger as to tbe next ; whereas, * h9 
who reJTOts Christianity, hazards the salvatkMi 
^ his soul» without addling any thin^ to^ his 
temporal happiinetts, if Christ be> indeed^ aB 
we cannot dOttbt» tli« Son of Crod and the only 
Saviour of mankind. 

If, however, the conv^sation ol learned tmA 
rel%ious persons, and tiie study of theb 
writings, has tbe effect of confirmmg our &itli» 
that happy efSeet will; yet more decidisdly, Iblt- 
fa>w the reading of the Holy Scrtpturra« Every 
portion^ of this sacred Book is so iitipresBed 
with the seal of the Spirit of God; it com^ 
mands such virtues ; it inspires feelings before* 
so fcnreign to the human heart, and at tbe same 
time soentirely in unison with the nature and 
happiness of mankind ; that it is not possi« 
ble to entertain a doubt of its divine origin; 
When the perusal of the Gospel, is regularly 
persisted in, and no day is suffered to pass 
without the performance of this sacred^ duty, 
the beautiful, the affecting, the divine Icissons 
of our Saviour, like a gentle rain which insi*- 
nuates itself into and fertilizes the earth, mtk 
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deep within the hearty and communicate life 
and growth to the precious seeds of faith. 

Lastly, My Brethren, shall 1 recommend 
another mode by which yoti may acquire the 
inestimable benefit of faith?— Apply to the 
fountain of grace, the "Author of every good 
and perfect gift,*' — to Him who " giveth wisdbm 
to all men liberally^' that ask of him. Lay before 
Him; with sincerity, the sorrows that distress 
your heart, and the darkness that over^hadov^s 
your mind ; and he will disperse them by the 
beams of his everlasting light. He will give 
you that faith in his blessed Son, which maketh 
Us to " pass from death unto life," from dark- 
less to the pure light of the Gospel/ — a 
faith which not only implies the ' being pet - 
suaded and convinced, but whiclu will besides 
render you superior to the snares of the wtjrM, 
and secure you the victory over the evil dis- 
positions of your own nature. - For this, -My 
Brethren, is the result of a genuine faith; as 
it is also the second condition pointed oiit by 
St. P&ul, upon which we may obtain salva- 
tion: — " There is now no condemnation to 
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THEM WHICH ARE IN ChRIST JE3US, WHO WALK 
NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT^ 



IL The sense of this passage is obvious: 
There is now no condemnation to those who, 
taking the Gospel, the work of God's Spirit, 
for the rule of their principles and of their 
conduct, are enabled, by that almighty help, 
to obtain an effectual mastery over their pas- 
sions and their will : . but it is not so easy 1^ 
ascertain whether we possess this necessary 
condition of salvation. For^ on the one hand, 
we know but too well that, we have many 
times disobeyed the laws of the Gospel, and 
that hardly a day passes without some addition 
to those instances of disobedience ; whilst, on 
the other hand, there are some of us who feel 
a sincere desire to master their evil inclina;- 
tions, and whose endeavours ^40 ,^Vwalk no 
more after the flesh," but " after the spirit," 
are not. devoid of sincerity. 

We shall lay before you such reflections as 
may be the means of relieving you from this 
state of uncertainty, and of enabling you to 

s 
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give an answer to this important question: 
Do ' we possess this indispensable condition ? 

Do we **WALK NO MORE AFTER THE FLESH?'" 

Do we "walk after the spirit ?'* 

* r 

L Let us, in the first place, examine our- 
selves respecting the principles of our virtuous 
actions. 

In point of fact, there is not a person, with 
a very few exceptions, who might not bdast 
of possessing some of the virtues prescribed in 
the Gospel. Our religion is so consistent with 
all that reason, when unbiassed by the pas- 
sions, teaches us, that a judicious and prudent 
man is able, merely by the help of prudence 
and judgment, to follow the same line of con- 
duct upon many^ occasions with the disciple of 
Jesus Christ ; without having any claim to the 
^ Christian character of *' walking not after the 
flesh, but after the spirit." 

If, therefore, you are desirous of putting an 
end to all uncertainty oh this head, examine whe- 
ther, in the practice of your virtues, you confine 
yourselves io those which are usually followed 
by some worldly recompence; or whether. 
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neglecting such advantages, you do good for 
its own sake, because you have learned from 
the Gospel to love it, and to hate its Oppo- 
site, evil. With regard to Moral Purilyv for 
example : You, my deair Brother, ym are holy 
— ^you are wise and regular in conduct, and 
of morals the most irreproachable. ^ But^ are 
you so, because you view with horror every 
pollution of that body, which is called " the 
Temple of the Holy Ghost'' ?— ^because th^s&me 
sentiment animates yoU, Which caused Joseph 
to exclaim : " How shall I do thi$ great evil, 
and sin against Gtod ?" If so, theh are you a 
genuine disciple of Christ: you ** walk not 
affer the flesh, but after the spirit." But, on 
the other hand, is a dlread of the pains, the 
miseries, and the ^hathes, which are the por- 
tion of those who. give themseites up to a 
life of sensuality, the principle by which you 
are actuated ? Or is it a well-balanced na- 
ture, joined to a timidity of character, to 
which you owe your preservation from those 
sins, which haVe beeta the opprobrium of men 
of more imaginative iemd niore ardent dispo- 

s 2 
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sitions ?— Then you are no longer Christ's 
genuine disciple : you walk not ** after the 
spirit," but " after the flesh." 

Again, with regard to Charity.— tYou are 
what the world calls charitable : you give libe* 
rally to the poor; you cannot look without 
emotion upon the miserable and the afflicted, 
— Is it because you see in your fellow-crea- 
tures your brethren, the children of God, 
and the redeemed of Jesus Christ ? Is it from 
a consciousness that it is Jesus Christ who 
is *^ an hungered," to whom you ** give meat ;" 
— that it is Christ who is ** thirsty," to whom 
you " give to drink ;" — that it is Christ who is 
** naked," whom " ye clothe" ? Is your cha- 
rity beyond the reach of those causes of dis- 
gust, which we never fail to encounter in the 
exercise of beneficence ? — Then are you indeed 
a true disciple of Jesus Christ : you " walk 
not after the flesh, but after the spirit." But, 
do you not, on the contrary, follow the sug- 
gestions and impulses of a disposition rather 
prodigal and improvident than truly generous ? 
Do you delight to indulge yourselves in the 



261 

luxury of those praises which your charity 
elicits? Do you take offence, the moment 
you discover, in the objects of your genero- 
sity, the absence of those sentiments of de- 
voted gratitude, virhich you think you have 
a right to expect in them ? If, in short, you 
rest your charity upon any human principle, 
you are not a true disciple of Jegus ^ you "walk 
after the flesh," and not '' after the spirit." 

Lastly, extend this same mode of self-ex- 
amination to the virtue of Humility. — ^You are 
humble. My Brother — you are known for your 
mildness and modesty, for patience, for self- 
control, and a discreet backwardness in word 
and deed. — Is it because our Saviour hath 
said : '' Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God " ? Is your 
humility of that sort, which constitutes the 
ground-work and essence of the Christian cha- 
racter? Are you humble, because you know 
that '^ whosoever is least on earth, the same 
shall be greatest in the kingdom of heaven "? 
— You are a true disciple of Jesus Clurist : 
you ^' walk not after the flesh, but after the 
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s^iiit.'" Bujt, on the contrary, is it the le.s8on$ 
bf merely human wisdom, which have taaght 
you, that> in order to go on prosperously in 
life, in order to secuK the affections and ap^ 
plause of the world; it is necessary to injure 
no one, to give umbrage to no one, to feti^dy 
the caprices of all with whpm we find our* 
selves in any way connected ;rr-that the most 
certain method of securing influence over 
others; is to seem, in all cases, ready to give 
way to them ; — that, to gain proselytes to xHxe's 
bwn opinions, and (Hie's own sentiments, it is 
only necessary to affect the adoption of other 
men's opinions, and seemingly to coincide 
with Other men's sentiments? You are no 
true disciple of Jesus Ohrist: you " walk after 
the flesh," and not " afiter the spirit." — ^Alas, 
how often does a specious exterior conceal 
deformity witlun ! How many " whited sepul- 
chres " do We meet with, in which there is 
only dust and the rankness of corruption; be- 
caiise Christ is not there to impart the '^ odour 
of Iffe!" How many springs, whose waters 
appear pellucid, while they are undisturbe4> 
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bot which grow muddy with motion, because, at 
bottom^ they are fall of earth aad fouluess. 

2. We ought, secondly, to examine our^ 
selves respecting the pajssions which possess 
the greatest influence over us; in order tp 
ascfctain how far our vigilance aud our effort^ 
have been turne4 against them. If it may 
with truth be said, that there is scarcely an 
individual who possesses not some one virtue; 
atUl inor^ truly may we assert, that there is 
not one but is prone to some vice, pot one but 
is th<& daye of some passion. 

If, therefore, you would ajscertain whether 
you ^^ walk no more after the flesh, but after 
the spirit," your self-examination must be very 
di^feredt from that of t.^e n^ajority of mankind ; 
who dwell with delighted complacency i^pon 
their better q,ualities» and love to contemf^ate 
their virtues ; but ^^friye from tt^t examina^ 
tion only fresh mptiyes .for guying themsejvep 
up freely €«id withjoijjt restraint to their beset- 
ting propensity. . pise would you resemble 
the Pharisee of whom it is said, that he 
theo^ed :ClQd that he yvas px^t an '' extortioner, 
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unjust; an adulterer ;" while h^ orerlooked 
that pride — ^that shocking pride — ^with which 
bis whole soul was imbUed, and which was 
alone sufficient to justify his condemnation; 
You ought rather to say : It is possible^ I 
mky not be devoid of some of those qualities 
wbieh mankind esteem ; — that, for example^ 
I conscientiously discharge the duties of m^ 
calling, and of the station which I occupy 
in the world ; that I may be a good father^ n 
good husband, a good master, a good citizen: 
but it is certain, at the same time, that there 
lurks within my soul such a secret jealousy 
and envy, as leads me at every instant into 
the sin of slander and detraction. This is the 
side on which I fail; it is to this point diat 
I ought to direct 'my most vigilant efforts; 
and so long as I forbear to call myself to a 
just account — so long as I am willing to give 
to slander a milder name than that of an un- 
pardonable vice — I shall be walking ** after 
the flesh,*' and not ^' after the spirit." 

It is possible, yon ought to say, that I am 
not wholly devoid of those qualities which 
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attract the love 'of my assoiiates,«~sutih : aa 
goocUnature, liberality, an obliging dkpoaition^ 
disinterested friendship : Yet, O my soul, thim 
art not exempt from the dark stains of sonde 
hateful vice! Yet, O my heart, an unhal«- 
lowed flame consumes thee! There is the 
enemy with whom it is my business to cob* 
tend,— Mere lies the way which leads to my 
inevitable destruction, — there is ihe point to 
which I ought to direct every effort! And 
so long as this forbidden passion renotains 
unsubdued, I walk, alas, *^ not after the si>iritt 
but after the fle^.'^ 

It is possible, you ought to say, that I have 
what the world calls a generous and exalted 
mind. True : whatever is grand and noble 
attracts my admiration : I abhor all that bears 
the diaracter of meanness and of falsehood* 
But pride-^pride enslaves me 1 I cannot live 
without being praised and admired. I never 
pardon an injury ; and with regard to those 
who rank as my superiors in the world, so for 
from their ever obtaining any sincere proofs 
of my respect and veneration, I look upon 
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th^lfa with haugli^mefts aad disdain. This k 
th? passion ^hich will undo me, as it has 
al^acjLy so many IjesidiBS :-^it is against this 
that I pug^t to direcjt my n^ost vigilant en- 
deavj^urs; and i8o IcHig as I continue the slave 
pf' pr)de, I shall always '' walk after the flesh;" 
fjBsd not '' after the spirit." 

In fact, My Qrethpen, — ?ind this is a ques- 
tion which deserves your att^tion — how can 
we convert those qualities which we niay fairly 
regwd as iDerely the result of our particular' 
temperawieAt, or of our education, or of the 
circumstances by which we htive been casually 
^unrouaddd, into a title to the rewards of Hea- ' 
ven? l^y are benefits which the Abnighty ; 

« 

has besitowed upon us for our happinissi-^ 
tale&ts which hh has entrusted to us, and' for 
the use of which he will ciall us to a stribt 
aq<^ount : but the efforts we make use of, ih 
order to shake off the yoke of the paission 
which disturbs find enslaves us; because we 
are convinced \that sib is the object pf the 
Almighty's liorror, atod that it is sin which 
** crucified the Lord of Glory," and whleh 
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daily hurls its thousands into perdition ;~-tbese 
constitute virtue — these are the. sure eTide&ces 
that we ''walk no more after the flesh, but 
after the spirit." 

Lastly: the most effectual mode of ascer* 
taining whether we comply with the conditicms 
of salvation, is to examine the thoughts which 
occupy, and the sentiments which animate us, 
upon occasions such as this ; when we are 
assembled for the purpose of celebrating the 
triumph which our Lord has achieved over sin 
ai^d death. 

Alas, My Brethren, the man who ''waxks 

AF;r£H TiJE FL£S», AND NOT AFTER THE SPIRIT," 

perceives in this Hallowed Rite nothing but 
what strikes the sense. He eats the bre^d, — 
he drinks the wine, — ^he sees a man who speaks^ 
ai)d others who listen to him,— coldly and 
ujimoved, unless by curiosity to know in what 
manner he who officiates acquits himself of his 
ta^k. He is conscious of nothing which strikes 
him — nothing which calls up any emotion in 
hi^ soul. Having come to this Holy Tablejf 
without preparation, he leaves it without 
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effect; and, once withdrawn from it, be rer 
members it no more. Perhaps, alas ! this day 
IB for him but a day of vanity ~an ocoasion^ 
of dissipation and indulgence ! 

The natural man cannot comprehend the 
things which belong to the Spirit of God : to 
him they appear ** foolishness," because they 
can only be judged of spiritually : but tbe true 
believer, who ** walketh not after the flesh, 
but after the spirit," — O hpw different a spec- 
tacle does his hfeart present to God, who con- 
templates it, and to the Angels of God who 
'* have a delight therein !" Having prepared 
himself; — by the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures — by acts of charity — by the forgiveness 
of injuries-i— by meditation and by prayer, — for 
sharing i& this sacred feast to which Christ ib- 
vites hk disciples, no sooner does he enter ^the 
temple — no sooner behold the awful symbols 
erf his Saviour's body and blood — than a mul- 
titude of thoughts and feelings rush mingled 
through his soul : — He calls to mind the 
sufferings that Christ has endured for the 
salvation of human kind; — His obscure Lot: 
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He wa& bom in a stable, ahd cradled in a 
Bianger ; — the Poverty in which he lived, so 
tOQokingly told in his ovm melancholy Ian* 
guage — " the foxes have holes, and the fowls 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to l&y his head ;" — the Persecia- 
tions to. which he was exposed : an object of 
hatred to all the powerful and the great of his 
nation. He found not an asylum, even in pri- 
vate friendship ; but, betrayed by one disci- 
ple, and denied by another, in the hour of trial 
and of danger He was deserted by them all ; 
*— the Agonies that assailed Him in the gar- 
d^i of Gethsemane : From his body there fell 
" as it were great drops of blood " — his soul 
was overwhelmed— expressions of complaint 
burst from his sad lipS — He implores the 
Father, that, *' if it were possible, that cup 
might pass from Him ;" — the Scene of Horror 
which closed bis life: His hands and feet 
pierced with nails — his temples crowned with 
thorns — his side lacerated by the murderous 
spear! — It is for me, he repeats to himself, 
it is for me, that Christ suffered all this 
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woe! And if .there be any things that can 
yet. more deeply affect him, — if any thing caa 
augment his flowing tears, — they gush afresh 
at witnessing, in imagination, that speeteicle 
of grief, never to be forgotten, when the Son 
of God's love, just befwe his latest sigh is 
breathed, gires final utterance to his sorrows, 
in that piercing cry, which, sent thmugh th^ 
land of Israel, represents so well his humaii 
nature contending^ with the grasp of death t 
^* My God, my God, why hsust thoii fi>n^akeii 
nie!" • ^ 

Faithi hpwever, by representing to the 
Christian his Lord's sufferings and de^th, not 
only gives rise to those thoughts and senti- 
ments which are the most becoming in Ihe com- 
municant, but she likewise inspires him with 
the sublimest hopes : she tells him, that since 
Jesus Christ is risen again from the d^ad^ he 
also shall be raised again; that since Jesus 
Christ is glorified, he i^hall be glorified also ; 
that since Jesus Christ hath ''sat down at 
the right hand of God," he also, having been 
victorious over the world, shall be permitted to 
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sk^ at 'Christ's dghl/ hattd:--'l§beteUflrhtm, tfaiit^ 
^vingt^iipbii him thb mark of- thut spotlMs 
"^^ Lasib'Of God wUbh taketft <iwa^ tb<ii*mM 
af« the iKTorld/' he <hM hothiug to^diMid ftcm 
thfe 6\rord of thie d^stroyitfg A^gel ; that 
^' Death" is for ever deprived of his ** sting," 
and the *' Grave " of its '* victory ;" that, 
alter a period of quiet sleep, during which he 
will be refreshed from the toils and the tra* 
vail of earth, he shall awake at the dawn of 
an everlasting day; and shall behold, with 
transports unutterable, ''new Heavens and a 
new Earth ;" where his Lord shall reign over 
the ''just made perfect," and every bless- 
ing shall come to embellish an abode, com- 
pared with which, all the splendours and the 
glory and the magnificence of this worlds are 
but as the melancholy glooms of a dungeon ! 

May these sentiments and these hopes accom-* 
pany you to the Lord's Table ! May the vow 
of fidelity that you are now going to make to 
Christ your Saviour, be inscribed in the Book 
of Life, upon a page that shall never be blotted 
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out! . May you imbibe from the partieipa^ 
tion of this blessed Sacrament such renewed 
strength and help, as will enable you . to rise 
victorious over sin, and henceforth to " walk 

NO MORE AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE 

SPIRIT !" Amen. 
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SERMON X. 



ON BENEFICENCE. 



P. Picot. 



^■« I »«^»M^ 



SERMON X. 



2 Cor. ix. 9. 

He bath dispersed abroad ; he hath given to the poor : 
his righteousness remaineth for ever. 



IT is a very common thing to hear complaints 
made respecting the inequality of men's 
fortunes and conditions. Such complaints, 
although proceeding, for the most part, from 
the victims of that inequality, are likewise 
occasionally heard from men of feeling among 
the superior classes, whose commiseration has 
been powerfully excited by the sufferings of 
the lower orders. Personal interest in the 
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one class, and even tke common feelings of 
humanity in the other, are apt to impart to 
these complaints an excess of bitterness and of 
poignancy. It is the inequality of conditions 
in which the necessity of labour originates, 
and upon which subordination chiefly depends; 
this it is, which fosters emulation, excites 
industry, affords scope to talents, gives birth 
to the arts, — ^which constitutes, in a word, 
the life and spirit of society. At the same 
time it cannot be denied, that if there is 
exaggeration in these complaints, they are not 
always without the appearance of being well 
founded ; — to a certain extent, they are so in 
reality. So many abuses may, and in feet, 
do, cause the inequalities of rank to bear 
grievously upon the poor and the powerless, 
— the advantages of the privileged orders so 
frequently degenerate into oppression and con- 
tempt of the rest, — and, in most cases, such a 
disproportion, appears between men's mean^ 
and their wants, that it is impossible not to 
b^ struck with the fact. 
Doubtless, however. My Brethren, Ac pro-r 
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viden^e of God has not contrived thia unequal 
distribution 6f rank, without a sufficient jus- 
tification of himself. It consists in this : That 
by allowing the distinctions of rich and poor 
to exist, the Creator of both has given occa* 
sion to the exercise of beneficence ; He hap 
ordained the spectacle of the indigence of those 
who endure privation, to be a continual spur 
to the liberality of such as are blessed with 
abundance. The more various and extreme 
are the inequalities of fortune, the more for- 
cible and impressive is that voice of conscience, 
which commands us to dispose of our supei^ 
fluities in works of charity. 

If, Christians, there be any one virtue re- 
specting the excellency of which there caft 
be no difference of opinion, it> is that ,wbioh 
We are now. ealled: upon to recommend. To 
speak to you of' Beneficence, is to describe a 
duty to which you are already in the habit 
of attaching only pleasurable ideas-^it is to 
paint to you human nature in its most favour^ 
able point of view— it is to dignify you in 
your own esteem— it is to show you an image 
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of yourselves, in which the fairest features 
only are brought to light ; and this, by a deli« 
oeation of those exalted emotions, which if 
you are not in the habit of experiencing, you, 
at least, have it always in your power to expe* 
rience. You, that have tasted the delights (£ 
active charity, it is to retrace with you the 
pleasant paths that you have trodden, and to 
renew the sense of their enjoyments ! — Yo, 
whose compassionate tenderness sloth has 
rendered nugatory, it is to second the force of 
the impulse which urges you! — ^To you, ye des- 
titute, it is to bring consolation ! — ^Religion of 
my Saviour, it is to display thee in all thy 
glory ! — Church of my country and my home, 
it is to declare thy praises! 

Oh, that, in discoursing upon this noble 
subject, we may effectually fulfil the duties 
of our piinistry— that, by happily pouring 
forth in words, the thoughts which we feel 
within, we may at the same time thereby open 
a way for the current of your beneficence ! 
'Do Thou, O God of charity, enable us to 
resemble thee ! 
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Tfae Holy Spirit^ for die putpos^ of encou- 
raging our charity towards tlie poor, makei^ 
use here of one of those natural and a&sotisig 
expressions of commendation^ whkh we our- 
selves so frequently utter* upon heaang of 
a generous action^ or upon calling to mind 
the life of a charitable man : '* H^ IsXtn 

DISPERSED abroad; H£ HATH GIVEN TO THE 
poor: his aiGHTEOUftVESS ElrDURETll WOB 

EV£R<" The word '^ righteousness " is put in 
this place for charity* according to the getuna 
of scripture language ; and also becatise it is 
intended by the Almighty, that one t>ttrt of 
the possessions of the rich should be held by 
them^, as, in a literal sense* the stew&rds ctf 
their poorer brethren : the example stands in 
tbe room of a precept. The permanenc0 «^ 
charity is the point dwdt upon. Here# then* 
at this interesting point of view, let ua. My 
Biethren, survey the subject; and while W0. 
endeavour to draw a perfect picture of ChtVh: 
timi Beneficence, let us in particular attend 
to that distinguished advantage, by whieh it is 
here cliaracterized. 
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^. Of the^diQiaity of faim wfap>< hath dispersed" 
.hkbmefits fUQDOJig ; the. poor/ tbftt which 'VfOT 
gnwetib/' is, 

: - il. The : immediate fruits of Charity ; . or, 
the «good which it pcodnces m the wc»rld : 

2w The £XAMPii£ of Charity ; or, the model 
wimb it proposes to those who. witness it: 

3. The EXcoMP£KC£ :of Charity; or, the 
ifiwards which, it meets with from God. and 
piati/:f— lEach of which points. offers an abun- 
dant souce of meditatioq. . 



1 



' li That which 'i reiaaineth /' of charity is, 
I.< hare said, in the first plaice, the fbuits of 
it, or*the good ivhich it produces inthe/viforld. 
Its tendency is. to diminish the quantity of 
fml^ to increase 'the amount of good,— in ^all 
jrespects, by presenting misery aqd softening 
ai^Biction, to meliorate the condition of noan- 
ISMd. Benefits are, I know, sometimes thrown 
aHivny } but . experience proves, notwithstand-^ 
ing, that a few benevolent individuals in so- 
ciety : suffice to render thousands of others 
happy ; and that the consequences of charity 
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ofted survive through generations. To'be oon- 
yiuced of this^ My Brethren, let us consider 
this virtue in the details of some of. its opera- 
tions. — You see, in the first place, the man of 
Beneficence selecting some one of those chil* 
dreQ of misfortune, whose evident distress 
it will requive continued exertions to relieve. 
He acquaints himself with all the features of 
ills case, and by a knowledge of these parti- 
culars, is enabled to apply his aid in the 
most efficient mode ; he seconds his assis-* 
tance by his advice, attends in person to the 
application of his benefits, — in short, makes, 
in a manner, all the sufferer's interests his 
own. Is the object of his charities young? 
He uses all his means for establishing him 
in die world, and by serving him to benefit 
society. Is he old ? He finds him out an 
asylum — ^manages for him his little resources 
— procures him friends, — thus directing his 
generous exertions less to the. present than 
to the future. See him next doing good 
upon a wider scale. — He makes himself the 
protector and support of a whole family. In 
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** house of mournings " every individtiat 
is a isufferer. Wlmt an umlertaking, to afford 
velkf to each of these unfortunates! Yet^ 
having listened to the detail of their diversified 
isbrrows^ with a patience unwearied by thiar 
repetition, and having, as he thinks, discovered 
fav each some course of life, in which he has 
it ia his power to insure their advancement^ 
be sets about the task. From struggling in 
the lowest depths of poverty, they find them- 
selves raised, by his paternal hand, to respec-^ 
tability and comfort. In imitation of that 
God whose earthly image he is, *^ not letting 
them go,, except he bless them/' he creates 
for them a new world; and, receiving new 
life from his beneficence, they rejoice together 
at the dawn of their opening prosperity. 

Let us take a yet more striking example. 
— ^We owe to a principle of beneficence, the 
foundation of charitable institutions and reli- 
gious houses. But who, My Brethren, let 
me ask you, is capable of calculating the 
amount of good, which institutions of this 
kind, when judiciously directed, have con- 
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fi^rred upon society ? By t^ese charitable 
iastitatioos, bow many families have been 
supported in their decline, and pressed 
from ruin,-^how many individuals have been- 
snatched from untimely death, — how many 
tears have been prevented, — how many occa- 
sions of despair have been avoided ! The hope 
that is generated in the bosom of indigence 
calls its resources into activity ; and it is the 
efiect of these institutions to strengthen the 
fortitude of the poor, to encourage the efforti» 
of industry, and in every way to promote 
individual exertion. By means also of the 
establishment of religious houses, how many 
germs of virtue are planted, — ^what blessed 
consequences may we not look forward to 
from the instilling of that fear of God, which 
is' the most powerful motive upon the human 
mind, — how many persons are *' trained up 
in the way they should go," — what a multi- 
tude of crimes are prevented ! Blessings im« 
perishable be upon you, in the name of your 
country ^d of the unfortunate^ ye who are 
the authors of these lasting benefits ! The 
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efibct of eharities such as these* is not confined 
to the imiiiediate objects of them, — they are 
carried down to their children. There is thus, 
as it were, a spirit of perpetaal emulation of 
hones^t independence, and piety of life, esta-: 
bHshed between them and their descendants. 
The original benefits, like seed committed 
to the soil, leave behind them an abundant 
produce; the harvest of which is in some cases 
gathered in by generation after generatioia; 
and who can tell to what extent they imsf 
have changed the condition of the woridf? 
Among those who now hqsur me, how many, 
perhaps, are there who owe it to the ohari-^ 
ties of the benevolent, that they are what the^ 
are,— how many are the families, now pros* 
perbus, that we should have seen perisliin^ 
and' becoming extinct, had not the hand* i(^ 
those that could help been stretched oiit fijft 
their support! l%e early Christians distiiP 
but^d largely in charity ; {>overty was tto* 
known among them; the society flourished V 
it became the asylum of the virtues; and^ by 
a natural consequence, they enjoyed k degree 
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pf happiofes^ which excited the QOVy of their 
persecutors ; and to such an extent did their 
numbers increase^ that the JBoj^eror Julian* 
astonished at a prosperity which redoubled 
persecutions had no .oiFect in repressiagi at 
length discovered the source of it in the mag^ 
nitude of their alms ; and recommended to hi9 
pag^n subjects, after their example, the fouQr 
dation of hospitals. 

What improvements, indeed, in society,: — 
^hat a favourable change in the condition of 
each of its members, have we not a right to .€^Xr 
P^ct from the practice of benefiqence^ ? ; 1% .thpre 
a single necessity of body or of mind to whiph. 
it is not applicable? Or what bitterness pf 
soul is th^re, which we may not pour into 
its . pitying bosom ? — ^Thou desolate mothf r» 
that; like Sagar in the wilderness, ren^uDve^t 
far off from thy famishing babe, exclaip^ing i^^ 
thy grief: **Let me not seje my child die!*' 
iresign thyself not to despair : — (hou think^t 
thyself deserted ; but thou art not : raii^fe . tji^ 
weeping eyes, and behold at thy side the man 
qf Beneficence — that messenger of Heaven and 
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minister pf its bounties ! He is come to dry 
thy tears — he shall preserve thy boy's life — 
he shall day to thee: '' Fear not, i have heard 
ihe voice of thy child ;" or, in the yroris of 
J<iseph to his brethren: ''God did send Hie 
before you to preserve your lives." Nor at'e 
these all the happy effects produced by this 
virtue. Is it not to Benevolence that recourse 
txtay be most effectually had, to remedy the 
inevitable defects of governments ? Is it not 
Benevolence that gives a grace and autho- 
rity to religion, of which it is the first duty,^ 
' — that keeps alive liberality of sentiment m 
a nation, and strengthens the bonds of society ? 
Is it not the most effectual barrier of luxury, 
the most natural aoEitidote to excessive riches, 
the silken tie which connects togeHier opulence 
and want ? Through its means, in the best 
sense of the word, '' the rich and the poor 
meet together," without the collision of pas- 
sions or of interests, . for the sole purpose of 
promoting mutual charity. A preservative from 
envy, and the never*failing cure of pride ahd 
selfishness, it obviates, says a celebrated 
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statesman^ almost every public vice, more 
especially in small states. 

It is not then without reason, My Brethren^ 
43iat the fruits of charity are said to '^ remain." 
fie who hath lived in the practice of iU may 
disappesur from among mankind — not so his 
benefits. Like the vital blood which bears 
wii^ it life and health in it» passage to the 
remotest ramifications of the body, the cha- 
rities which he has seatt^ed abroad, circulate^ 
when he is gone^ through the social constitu- 
tion, and convey vitality to its perishing mem* 
bers: every enjoyment of those he has re« 
established in prosperity^ is a fresh obtigation 
due to him; every instant's continuation of tb^ 
well-being is another benefit of his hand^ And 
whilst all that attracts the world's admiration 
passes with the fleeting hour^ — whilst glcory 
evaporates like a cloudy — ^whilst pleasure 
** taketh to itself wings,'' — whilst fortune 
appears and disappears in the same day, — 
whilst the most brilliant intellectual qualities, 
the lightning of the mind» the glowing gifti» 
of genius, sparkle for a moment and expire,. 
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—whilst life itself, with its idle pagetRtry, 
vanishes like a dream ; the substantisil effects 
of charity ''remain/' and proclaim the praisea 
of the Benevolent. Alas ! how many are there 

« 

of the favourites of fortune, who desolate the 
earth by their destructive pa^ions; how many 
men, in whose hands riches are as an overflow^ 
ing pestilence, that ravages society; wUlst; 
in the possession of the avaricious,' treasures 
become stagnant waters, which, instead ^ of 
fertilizing the land, poison and infect their own 
bed. — ^Thanks to the virtue of Beneficence^ 
we sometimes enjoy the delight of behold- 
ing these same waters . flowing like gentle 
currents through the world, rolling serenely 
their prolific waves, fulfilling their destined 
course, covering their borders with abundance ; 
and not disappearing from the fields till the 
work of fertilization is complete. 

II « If^such is the utility of Beneficence^ its 
sxAMPLE can hardly fait of making an impres- 
sion. We never think of a beneficent matt 
without wishing to resemble him. This is at 
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feet, My Brethren, verified by experienci^v 
Those, at least, who have been its objects, willy 
for the most part, hold the virtue itself in 
esteem, will inspire others with the love of it, 
and will keep their attention steadily fixed 
npon the model offered to the world by their 
benefector . Describing, with that force and that 
vivacity which are excited in every man by 
his own personal afflictions, both the distresses 
which they have experienced, and the relief 
afforded them, they will not fail to interest 
their hearers. Nothing is more eloquent than 
thankfulness ; nothing more expansive than a* 
personal feeling of gratitude, when joined with 
admiration. In him who proclaims his obli- 
gations, it is rewarded by esteem. Except in 
some few cases of thankless and heartless men, 
there is formed in the bosom of every family 
that have been indebted to Beneficence, in 
every collection of sufferers which it has re-' 
lieved, so many schools and seminaries for its 
propagation. 

They, likewise, who have been witnesses to 
acts of charity, take a pleasure in recounting 

u 
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tkgm; more especially if they be unequivocally 
praiseworthy, and of such a sort that the cha- 
racter of the bene&ctor is a security for his 
motives. If, therefore, one has occasion to 
speak of any of those uncommon individuals, 
the ornaments of their age, the ** lights of the 
world,'' the general Benefactors of the itidigenl^ 
— of those distinguished, but concealed and 
unostentatious givers of alms, whom the public 
voice consecrates to our esteem, and proposes 
for our imitation, and whose names are asso- 
ciated in our minds with the idea of goodness, 
— if one has occasion to speak of any of those 
venerable men, to relate an example of their 
good works, or to bring together any of the 
circumstances of their lives, it is done with so 
much warmth of heart, with such a delightful 
cordiality of enjoyment, with such an entire 
assurance on the part of the speaker, that the 
hearer's heart is with him, the sympathy of 
their common nature is felt so forcibly, that all 
with one voice exclaim : And let us also, let 
us, according to our ability, follow the exampile 
of these men ! 
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How, indeed, can we help endeavouring to 
imitate them? Is there any principle riiore 
congenial with the soul than Charity ? What 
is there the thought of which more stirs the 
bosom, than the being able to say, "I have it 
in my power to extricate a wretch from his 
afflictions : t have at my disposal the happiness 
of more than one fellow-creature" ? What is 
there so transporting as the conviction that you 
are infusing joy into a grief- worn spirit ? 
Surely, My Brethren, surely there is not ano- 
ther delight worthy to be coinpared with this, 
To do good is the soul's real existence — the 
only existence wholly adapted to its nature— the 
only one which leaves it without void, without 
satiety, without longings, without regrets. This 
is the only occupation suited to persons of all 
ages. It is the only pleasure into which the 
ebullient spirit of the young, and the active 
strength of the mature man, and the lingering 
, affections of old age, may plunge alike, without 
fear and without restraint. All human pursuits, 
alai^, end in weariness and insipidity. There is 
but their season for the fiery feelings of early 

u 2 
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youth, — there is but theirs for the love of 
glory, — ^there is but theirs for the aspirings of 
ambition. Habit withers every delight, blunts 
every sensation, extinguishes every glowing 
desire. From this law the sublime pleasure of 
doing good is alone exempt : whilst the ten- 
dency of all the rest is to distract and weary, 
this alone continually satisfies, but never pro- 
duces disorder. Like the eternal fire of the 
goddess whom Rome adored, this holy flame 
ceases not to glow in the nunds of the good, 
till quenched by the damps of the tomb. Oh, 
then, my soul, taught by those examples of 
charity which are oflFered to thy consideration, 
seek no longer beyond thyself, that happiness 
which is nearer to thee than thou thinkest; 
no longer traverse land and sea, every where 
begging for contentment and repose ; strive no 
longer to enlarge, by . struggling, the bounds , 
of thy existence, that thou mayest lead t% 
vagrant thoughts through scenes of infinite 
variety ; rather circumscribe thyself within 
thyself, and the immediate circle of the afficted 
tbftt surround thee ; employ thyself in doing 
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good; alleviate the pressure of tkine own 
desires by alleviating their misery ; persevere 
in this course, and having done good, do so 
yet again. 

With such enthusiasm. My Brethren, does 
the recollection of the man of Beneficence set 
before us that virtue, in the practice of which 
was his delight. How is it possible not to 
feel the force of an example that has such 

« 

a legitimate hold upon our feelings? A life 
of beneficence, however, imposes, it cannot be 
denied, some privations. It implies such vir- 
tues as are little suited to the generality of 
mankind : — the renunciation of one's self; but 
a great part of the world love only themselves 
and their pleasures : — ^the habit of sensibility ; 
but frivolousness is commonly the grave of 
feeling : — sympathy ever wakeful ; but multi- 
. tudes of persons grow unfeeling from suffering 
theirs to be deadened :— a familiarity vdth 
melaucholy and disgustful scenes ; but the 
worldly man averts his sight from such spec- 
tacles : — ^the utmost patience to hear and to 
examine a thousand humble details; but the 
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thoughtle/3s h^s no leisure for these things, and 
is fretted with them at the very outset : — a 
^4e termination not to yield to the disgust 
caused by ingratitude, and by those mistakes 
in the distribution of benefits, which canpot be 
altogether avoided ; but these cloaks of cove- 
tousness are, perhaps, more generally adopted 
than the arguments which prove their futility : 
— such an application of superfluity as differs 
from the usual application of it ; but it seldom 
happens that any portion of this superfluity 
escapes the greedy claims of luxury and extra- 
vagance : — a life of greater activity, yet of less 
publicity and parade ; but vanity is never easy 
but while her children are charioted in the 
crowded thoroughfare? of life : — ^in fine. My 
Brethren, Beneficence demands some degree 
of self-sacrifice — the consecration of a portion 
of our time and inclination to the public good, 
to the poor, and the unknown; and we are too 
weak, too. little re^gsopable, ai^d hayp /ioo little 
of the true spirit pf Christianity, thus \o deyote 
puif^elves. If any thfnjj, Ijoweyer, can o«rer- 
come jthjesi9 <)b?taj#l?3, if there be ai>y tbip^ 
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eapable of powerfully iiiclming us to works 
of charity — it is the example of men such as 
we have been instancing. The sight, the very 
idea of them speaks volumes in favour of the 
poor. In their presence no one can be unfeel* 
ing. Wherever they go they collect converts. 
Blessings spring beneath their steps. All that 
are of a kindred spirit flock round them. Be- 
neath their standard assemble the chosen 

4 

troops of virtue, the Enemies of wretchedness, 
the Protectors of the weak, the Restorers of 
the fallen. Their household, their sons and 
daughters, learn of them the art of doing good. 
They train them to it, as to a profession or an 
employment ; they lay open to them the 
i$ecrets of this science ; inspire them with the 
love of it ; give them a taste of its pleasures ; 
md thus prepare them for one day taking theur 
place. Do thou> O God ! when it is thy will 
to take them from us, do thou at least main- 
tain this^ glorious succession ! Transmit,, in an 
unbroken hne, their virtues, with their patri- 
mony ; that the noble office of beneficence may 
be counted by their children as among their 
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nights of iateritancet May they be, fiN)m g(ki&i 
liaticm to generation, the fathers of the poor! 
If these Abrahams have walked before thee in 
iltti^rity and ia uprightness, do thou also make 
a covenant wi,th the Isaacs, their descendants ! 
Grant, O Lord, in the multitude of thy mercies, 
grant to these Solomons the heart of the Davids, 
their fathers ; and accomplish, by pouring forth 
upon them thy benefits, ^^hat thou thyself hast 
said of him who succoureth the poor, that ^^ his 
posterity is blessed." 

. III. Nor, Christians, can we believe, that 
the man whose useful life and great example 
survive with so much permanence, is deprived 
of the recompence of earthly prosperity. And, 
first, his charity lives in the memory of men. 
After what has been said, need I occupy your 
time in the proof of this ? However power- 
ful and appropriate an argument I might de- 
rive here from a reference to history, I will 
not bring forward its pages for that pur- 
pose : I will not remind you that the first 
benefsictors of mankind were lopked upon as 
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gods — that the first masters chosen by 
were men of Beneficence; I will not mcall 
tp yon, that the Boie opinion which has- r(b^ 
mained unaltered tibrough all ages, regards 
the esteem exacted by humanity; I will not 
paint to you Posterity, that impartial judge 
of the deeds of kings, hurling down the monu- 
ments of pride, condemning to oblivion all 
who were great for themselves alone, — above 
all, rending away, with one indignant hand, 
the blood-stained laurel, whilst with the other 
she crowns with flowers the godlike images 
of such sovereigns as Titus, as Antoninus^ as 
Trajan, as Marcus Aurelius, as Henry. My 
Brethren, all ages have the same general fea- 
tures. Let us recall our attention to the as- 
pect of society, as it appears in times nearer to 
our own ; and let us ask ourselves : Amongst 
the qrowd of those that by various means 
attract the world's regard, who are they on 
whom we love to dwell with fondness and 
esteem? Is it upon those who differ from 
other men in respect only of their talents, 
their immense riches, their exalted rank? 
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Tbed^, ip4^ed, fix admiration for a time ; bat 
pire^eptly oUr pride takes jQffenee at such 
titles to. superiority, and retracts, this ill-placed 
esteem* If there be found amongst them any 
who dedic£(t^ their talents to the cause of 
p^ilaij^thropy,^ — their r?ink to the defence of 
the oppressed, — their riches to the help of 
the unfortunate, our admiratioii becomes per- 
manent : it is not in our power to withdraw 
it. If God has laid upon the rich the charge 
of providing for the wants of the poor, it 
may be also said, that be has, on the other 
haAd, laid upon us the charge of recompensing 
the rich. Accordingly, what is the conscr 
quence of this public esteem upon the cha- 
ritablo man ? To his eyes all things wear a 
sqailiQg aspect, and are coloured with the 
hucis of joy • At every step he moots a friend* 
$)^ot sn eyo but sparkles in his presence, i^ot 
a he^rt but dilates to receive him, not a mputh 
but is opened to bless him! With what a 
pious trust ho prays ! With what delight he 
enters the temple pf God, to worship- there 
Him, of whom he is tl^e image ! With what 
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confiding self-abandonment does he, on all 
occasions, lean upon the bosom of the univer- 
sal Father! With what ardour — with what 
success, (we cannot doubt) does he invoke 
him fpr his country, and for the Afflicted ! A 
Moses — he stretches forth his hands over the 
camp of Israel : £^ Daniel — he intercedes for 
the city and the people. Whether he mix 
with the worlds or confine himself to his occu- 
pations ; whether he live in seclusion, or seek 
happiness in domestic enjoyments; he finds 
always the sam^ peace of mind, because his 
goodness of heart never forsakes him. Oh, 
how blessed is the existence of such a man I 
He rise3 in the morning with some purpose 
of beneficence in his mind ; at night he lies 
down after its accomplishment; and sleeps 
to form another, and to accon^plish that also. 
He enjoys life the mor^ intensely, because he 
has no fear of Death. You, that are truly 
Christians, may easily conceive with what 
magnanimity he looks upon its approach, — 
with what resignation he waits for it, — with 
what calmneps he meets it, — with what cpm-^ 
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po»ure he enters into that eternal night, or 
rather sinks to rest upon the bosom of his 
God, Oh, scene which excites emotions 
never to be forgotten! Approach his bed of 
deaths all you who desire to die in peace. 
Xbere shall ye behold with your eyes that 
which brings consolation at the last hour; 
you will learn to appreciate justly the no- 
thingness of life, and the impottance of ^^ the 
one thing needful." There what tears are 
shed by the poor, — what blessings follow him 
to the grave, — what prayers for his children, 
— what a lesson on the power of virtue, — 
what a speaking demonstration in behalf of 
the truth I am now proclaiming! Oh, *' let 
me die the death of the Righteous, and let my 
last end be like his !" 

' AH this approbation, however, these earthly 
recompences, are, but the prelude to a higher 
reward. It is before God, and in tetemity, 
that charity *' remaineth for ever ;" and thia 
is Uie true sense of the promise declared in, 
thi8i text ..Whatever may have- been the lot 
oCrt]^e man of Beneficence while on eartb>j 
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what is ftur eloquence — ^what our tears — ^to hirf 
untonscious dust ? The righteous is but half 
repaid on earth ; his recompence is in eternity/ 
Thither, My Brethren, into that new "covL^ 
dtitioni let us follow him; and there seek tfa^ 
true reward of his virtues. What a spectacle 
of glory here unfolds before me! It is the 
preparation for the General Judgment. The 
assembled Universe appears before its Judge. 
A profound silence reigns on every side. All 
mankind, mingled below, wait in trembling 
apprehension their final doom. Above that 
multitude of human beings, the throne of 
Christ alone appears. There is the Just, with 
his good works following him ; there also, 
followed by his iniquities, is the Wicked : each 
appearing with his deeds and with his con- 
science. The faithful record of men's actions 
is produced. At the sounding of the trum- 
pet, the seals of this dread Book are broken.^ 
The Judge, holding in his hands, on the ohe^ 
part misery and shame, on the other feli* 
cities and rewards, proceeds to their distri* 
bation. He reads — ^To whom, think you,. 
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My Brethren, will he adjudge the highest 
recompence ? To the great ? All greatness 
shall disappear before the Almighty.— To the 
ritth ? Ndne shall* bring any thing with him 
into this tiew scene of things. — To them who 
shall have dazzled the world with their glory ? 
Glory will be as nothing, when virtue shall 
be all in all. No! It is to the Beneficent 
that the first and greatest rewards will be- 
long, — ^to those who shall have wiped away 
the most tears, assisted the greatest number 
of the wretched, blessed with the most numer- 
ous benefits those who surrounded them in 
life. Heavens ! how many wretches come for- 
ward to plead their cause ; how many Lazaruses, 
whom they have made their friends, advance 
to intercede for them! How affectingly the 
mingled acclamations of the poor unite in 
theit praise! Methinks I hear the Supreme 
Being addressing, at this awful moment, one 
of thfese just persons, in language such as 
this : " Well donfe, thou good and faithful Ser- 
vant! Thou hast fulfilled the task which I 
allotted thee; thou hftst loved thy brethren; 
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thou hast not turned thy back upon thy fel- 
low-men; thou hast been obedient to thine 
own heart ; thou hast kept my most holy M^. 
I had giveh thee riches,— thou hast been a 
faithful steward: I had multiplied thy goods, 
—thou hast been just in thy admihistratit)n. 
Thou hast seconded my watchful providence. 
Every ttoie that thoii hast been a blessing to 
the indigent, I have seen th6fe. The voice ot 
his gratitude, no less than the cry of his Sup- 
plications, has come up before toe ! I know 
also thy weaknesses and thy imperfections ; 
even now the thought of them confounds thee 
in my sight. But fear not ; I am thy God, — 
I forgive thee them: thy Saviour's tears and 
blood have washed them away. My heaven, 
my love, eternity, ate thine: go, possess fot 
evermore the joys that are laid up for my 
children.'* 

And, assuredly, My Brfethreri, if any thing 
can constitute a claim to everlasting happi- 
ness, it is the having passed a life in doing 
good- The confidence of the Charitable rests 
upon ihe firmest basis. Assuredly, God had 
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not made the love of others the first want of 
the heart — ^he had not given to the sentiment of 
compassion such force, such activity,^ such a 
charm — ^he had not surrounded us with so 
many objects of distress — he had not revealed 
to us a religion whose first care is for the poor 
— he had not chosen for the founder of thj^t 
religion, himself born in a condition of poverty^ 
the noblest and most benevolent of beings— he 
had not imprinted upon every page, upon jevery 
line of the august depository of his will, maxims 
like these: "Disperse thy riches — Give alms of 
that thou hast" — ''To do good forget not" — he 
had not *' shaken the heavens and the earth," 
in order to confirm these lessons of charity — be 
had not exhausted his divine promijses in the 
behalf of this virtue^ to leave his work hence- 
forth imperfect after the close of this existence. 
No, Christians ! The life and death of the cha- 
ritable man are but the preparation for a better 
life, but an evidence of immortality. That that 
divine spark which glowed in his mind, those 
generous feelings by which he was actuated, 
that spotless soul which dwelt within him, — 
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that all this should be extinguished with hist 
breath ; that the active principle of unceasing 
benevolence should descend into the night of 
the tomb, together with the lifeless clod which 
is the food of worms ; that in the same dungeon 
should be immured at once the most noble of 
things with that which is the meanest ; that all 
the hopes of this excellent human being should 
be found but a dream and a chimera ; — this is 
an idea not to be borne; an idea insulting to 
the goodness of that God, who is able to con- 
tinue to infinitude the duration of those: spirits 
which are emanations of himself, — who is able 
to make them for ever blessed through the senti- 
ment of love, by i^xiting them with objects upon 
whom their benevolence may be exercised,— 
who, in order to draw forth the adoring affections 
of the Blessed that encircle Him — even of " the 

» 

rapt and burning Seraphim'' — hath no need but 
of Himself, needs only to manifest his attributes 
and his works, to draw aside for a moment the 
veil which conceals his adorable essence, to 
permit the divine Intelligences to dive into the 
unfathomable depths of &is' goodness. 

x 



306 

^i [Add this is tlje reaeon why Scriptuiti is so 
rush in: fiplendkl images, and speaks . with aii 
amplitude so persuasive, when it repreaeut^ 
chanty as: traaafearred to heavsen, 9Xid 4Gacribes 
die rewards which await it there^ It reprer 
senta alms as a sesed scattered by the righteous 
over the field of . eternity, where he will 
bheday fisd their hajrvest: '^ He that aoweth 
pleiiteou3ly> shall ^eap : plenteously/' They 
are; a lioaii deposited with the Almighty* who 
undertakes to retujii it with interest ; '* He 
thai hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord : and look, what he layeth out it shall be 
paid him again/' They aiie a transfer of capital 
by which better securities ai^ obtained — they 
are fragments recpvered firom the shipwreck of 
death—rth^ realizing of a possession — mes* 
sengers whom the provident man sends h^fox& 
to prepaid for his coming^-a train which 
follows him— a compensation for tl;e. miseriea 
of lifer-^a body of evidence in, his favour — 
an assemblage of titles which will witness for 
him before the great Judge. *' A cup of cold 
water" ( — ^^what a touching expression !)-^a cup 
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of cold water is regarded by the «on of God as 
t debt which he binds hiipself to r^pay. St, 
Paul institutes a comparisoa between Charity^ 
and such gifts and such virtues as are moaX 
precious and most excellent; and that, iii order 
to declare that those gifts and those virtues aro 
as nothing in the comparison : '' And now 
abideth faith, hopie^ and charity, these three ; 
but the greatest of these is Charity." Lastly, 
when our Lord anticipates for aa instaiijt> iff 
idea, his sitting upon the thfone df '' tb$ Judge 
of all the earth," he does it in order to place 
at the foot of that throne the cfacfsen object of 
his regard — the charitable inad ; it iis tp n^r 
dress him in tbesd afiecting terms : '' I wa$ d4 
hungered, and jre gave me meat : I was thirsty, 
eind ye gave me drink : I was a stranger^ and ye 
took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I was 
sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, land 
ye came nnto me. Inasmuch as ye have 4one 
it unto one of the le&st of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. Come^ y6 blease^ 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom pisepw^ 
for you from the foundatibn of the worlds" 

X 2 
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My Brethren, all beyond is concealed by 
a veil which mortal curiosity is not allowed 
to penetrate. In order to follow any further 
the righteous and his reward, it would be 
necessary to have entered with St. Paul, by 
the power of the understanding and the ardour 
of faith, into those untried realms whence none 
hath ever returned; it would be necessary to 
feel as none feel but the blessed; it would 
be necessary to have the privilege of a new 
revelation. Eternity ! thou inestimable trea- 
sure, abyss unfathomable ; thou shoreless 
ocean, thou limitless extent, thou endless du- 
ration! it sufficeth us to know that thou art 
his^ Still he loves !— with him are the angels 
— the blessed spirits — Jesus! He beholds 
God face to face. Every moment he com- 
municates, refines, exalts, extends his affec- 
tions. The capacity of his heart, the sphere 
of his tenderness, go on widening in an eternal 
progression. Perhaps, by means we know 
not of, he still assuages the holy thirst which 
consumed him here,— perhaps he is still occu- 
pied IN DOIXG GOOD ! 
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Now» Christians, let us withdraw our daz- 
zled eyes from gazing on his glory ; and be 
it permitted me to ask how you are affected 
by the picture that has been presented to 
you. We have. not been describing, we are 
well convinced, a character unknown in this 
Church. Some among you may in this por- 
trait have recognized their own features.— Ye 
benevolent Disciples of Christ ! may the bles- 
^ing of that God whom you^ represent on earth, 
of your country, and of the afflicted. Be upon 
you! If the enumeration of those delights 
which are dear to you, has gladdened your 
hearts,-^if the hope of those heavenly plea- 
sures which we have described has lent new 

*■ ■* . . • 

vigour to your efforts, then ours are well 
rewarded. Proceed in your noble career. Yet 
go on with unabated zeal to the attainment 
of the incorruptible crown, followed by our 
benedictions, still, unwearied with the diffusion 
of blessings ; and may the eye of the Great 
Giver of all good rest upon you for ever. And 
you, Poor, that have seen who are your real 
friends, may consolation spring up within your 
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soqIs. Let your gratitude and your industry 
second and support the care of your bene- 
factors. Let us not. My Brethren, despair of 
happiness, io long as charity exists among 
us : let us cherish it in our hearts. Eyery 
thing incites us to the practice of charity^ — 
our feelingii» as men, and our duty as Chris- 
tians. More may be effected than we our- 
selves imagine, if we give ourselves up with 
enthusiasm to the ardoui" of doing good. Oh, 
ydu— if any such there be in this assembly 
—who were before but imperfectly acquainted 
with this godlike gratification, had I been 
able to add to your happiness, by inducing 
yott to love and cultivate it, — had my feeble 
^Arguments, seconded by the divine grace, 
proved the spark destined to kindle the fire 
of charity in your souls;—- ye affluent, whom 
your conscience perhaps even now reproaches 
with having failed to do all the good that it 
hds been in your power to do, and with hav- 
ing been rich, less in good works than in 
Splendid means, but who are yet enabled to 
remedy this, oversight, to correct this error. 
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-rJbad I been a^le to set befote ybu a spleQ<- 
dour more desirably than tJaepoloj^andluxut 
lies of opuleao^j q^greainkss le/ss daetliogbnt 
more genuine^ joys lea& tutbuletat hivtmtorii 
substantial ;»eicd«ild i havfe e&bitiited tbat 
greatness and those! delights which tdotlsiBt ill 
doing good; in colours so attractive as to lead 
you to prefer them before that luxury which 
perverts the application of your riches, which 
stifles Beneficence at its very birth, which, 
by confining the attention exclusively to self, 
engenders a contempt or forgetfulness of the 
poor, and excludes the indigent from your cal- 
culations of means and plans of expenditure, 
which impoverishes those of narrow income 
by their attempts to rival you, and so mul- 
tiplies the number of the indigent while it 
contracts their resources; — had I been able 
to withdraw you from the seductions of that 
luxury, but for which. Oh, my country ! thou 
hadst still survived in thy unsullied pros- 
perity, but which now is silently mining be- 
neath thy strength ; — had but I been able to 
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teach you to place your glory in your muni- 
ficence, and to rest your greatness, upon the 
multitude of your benefits, — how might we 
have rejoiced in the fi:uits of this present exer-* 
cise of devotion ! O God of love, teach us 
Thyself to resemble Thee ! Amen. 
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SERMON XL 



ON THE REAL OBSTACLE^ TO A HOLY 

UFE. 



X. Ferriere. 



SERMON XI. 



2 Cob. ii. 16, 



Who is sufficient for these things ? 



SUCH was the reflection of St. Paul, upon a 
view of the labours of his apostleship : How 
then shall unassisted individuals like ourselves 
form such an union with the Almighty, and with 
his Holy Spirit, as may enable us to dispel 
the clouds of superstition; to overthrow the 
idols of human passion ; to spread abroad the 
light of truth ; to re-establish the empire of vir- 
tue ; to act as the regenerators of the world ? — 
** "Who is sufficient for these things ?" 
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Suph likewise is the earnest reflection of those 
sincere servants of Christ, who are deeply sea- 
sible of the importance of their duties, and of 
the necessity of their walkii^ uprightly before 
God : " Who is sufficient fob these 
THINGS?" they exclaim, humbly clinging to 
the foot of their Saviour's cross, imploring his 
help, resolved to leave nothing unattempted 
that may insure success. These words, how^ 
ever, which, in the mouth of the true believer; 
^re expressive, of ^ prudent distrust, and of a 
sincere desire to be supported by divine help» 
are unfortunately perverted by many persoim 
into an excuse for sloth, and a pretext £»r eva*. 
di^g l^he performance; of their duties. Thoyi 
too, cry. ou^ " Who is sufficient fob. THEa^i^ 
thi;nOjS?" but i^x arsei^^ very difl^rent> fiff>ro. 
tj^e ^A^stlp-jT-Who is su^ci^Qt fop the Att^k^*! 
iB^^t ; of that , ejtalfe?d virtue, .required by the. 
Gpsppl? W^ aqki^owledge itlys exceUeficei)f 
tljp CJ^risti^n, moraUty, a»4, wpuld .wiilingiy 
fgrUow :^t ; but to jtl^ greali updpi'tifckha^ Qur 
strength is, unequal ; .vire c^^nnot dif^ang^ so 
m^y duties: JHe yr^o ,h^th iit94e lis is ac'^ 
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quainted with our Millies — upon his mercy 
we cast ourselves. . 

To dispel this pernicious illusion which has 
led so many to indulge in habits of sin, is the 
desirable object which we are now about to 
attempt; and in pursuance of our design, the 
language we shall address to the victims of thii 
dang^ous error will be of this tenour : God 
has bestowed upon you sufficient strengtll 
to practise the duties assigned you i If you 
neglect those duties, it is becaui^e you fail to db 
all that lies within your powet. If you remain 
without alarm on account of your supineness, 
it isr because you presumptuously calculate 
upon the divine support ; and, without the 
slightest effort to obtain it, slumber in a false 
security. Almighty Grod ! who by redemption 
hast exhausted for us the treasuses ' of thy 
mefcy,-i-Jwho hast put into our hands all 
the helpis necessary to enable us to attain 
everiasting life, sufifer not the seductive lan- 
guage of our passions to lead us out of the path 
of righteousness — ^to cause us ta wander from 
that holiness without which no man shall see 
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the abodes of the blessed ! Enable thy sbrvant 
to dispel every error — thy children to receive 
into their souls the light of truth ! 

When an earthly potentate, gifted at oiic^ 
with consummate wisdom, and With much 
goodness, issues his mandates to his subjects, 
they would deem themselves deficient in the 
veneration due to him, and would ju^ly regard 
themselves as guilty, should they dare to 
charge those commands with severity. Such 
would, at least, foe the sentiments df all but 
the most degraded minds: yet do men pre^ 
sume to charge with severity The EteMal 
Good, The Supremdy Wise ! For^ to com? 
plain of being unable to perform the commaskd-* 
ments of God, is to declare that the laws He 
imposes are too severe. Hence we cannot, 
without offending th& Almighty, assert that we 
are too weak to comply with his sacred ordi- 
nances. 

We imagine, perhaps, that we shall escape 
his indig;nation, because we believe that God 
does not mark all that we do amiss ; that it is 
impossible for an habitual neglect oi duty to 
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take place, ^without being follo\^ by 1A^ 
divine chastisement. But where have vf^ 
learned that there are any of God's commands 
which we are not bound to obey ? Do we not* 
on the contrary, find it written in the Holy 
Scriptures, that He • pardons no infirmities but 
those which excite our sorrow — against which 
we maintain an unceasing struggle ? that he 
pardons no wilful weakness — ^none which has 
been allowed to degenerate ijito a habit ? that 
it is in the course of this unceasing struggle 
with sin, that that regeneration is brought 
about, through the merits of the Saviour, and 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, upo9 
which our ibrgivetiess depends. Do we not 
read in the Holy Scriptures, that we ought 
^^ to work out our salvation with fear and trem^ 
bling" — ^that God hates " lukewarmness" — that 
the kingdom of Heaven is to be inherited only 
by those who shall obtain it by ceaselessly 
renewed endeavours ? After declarations such 
as these, on the part of God, "who is not 
a man that, he should lie, neither the son of 
man that he should repent," it is impossible to 
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believe that he should pardon habitual sin. 
Consequiently, to complain that we are too 
weak to obey his laws, is, I repeat, to declare 
that the laws he imposes are too severe; to 

I • , 

harbour doubts respecting the sovereign justice, 
wisdom, and goodness of the Creator : it is to 
incur the guilt of offending Almighty God. 

Let us, after this reflection, let us examine 
our own lives, and see whether we do in reality 
labour under that infirmity, which we allege 
in excuse for our sins. In this examination let 
us discard every consideration of self-love, and 
seek the truth alone. In what I am now going 
to address to you, you are requested to see 
nothing but the wish I entertain to scrutinize 
with humility my own heart, to enlighten 
yours, and conscientiously to discharge the 
ministry with which I am entrusted. 

It is not possible forme, says one, to subdue 
my disposition to anger, and' to restrain: my 
habitual temper ; I have already exerted my 
efforts for that purpose, but always without 
effect : and yet you know how to suppress your 
feelings of irritation against those whose esteem 
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or whose kindness it is of importance to yoU 
to preserve — ^before a superior, for instance, 
who would have it in his power to punish your 
bursts of irritation; or before the public, of 
whose censure you stand in awe. In these 
cases, you show yourself able to put up with 
offence, and to moderate the impetuosity of 
your character : how does it happen that it is 
only with the companion of your life, with 
your domestics, with your children, that you 
are unable to repress the violence of your 
disposition? Thus, My Brother, you see, it is 
not the ability which you want, but the will : 
you could amend this vice in you, if you 
would only do for God what you do for the 
world. 

I, says another person, cannot restrain my 
natural tendency to detraction ; I make conti- 
nual but unavailing resolutions; I load myself 
on this account with unceasing* reproaches — 
but in vain. True, you are incautious enough 
when the question concerns the reputation of 
your neighbour ; but you know very well how; 
to exercise discretion respecting your o,wn; 
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then^ you can stop short in your discourse pre- 
cisely at the necessary point, without letting 
a syllable escape which might have the effect 
of creating the least suspicion unfavourable to 
you. You see. My Brother, it is not the power, 
bat the will, which you want: you could 
restrain this inclination, if you would only do 
for God what you do for the world. 

That man, who seems to be incapable of 
orercoming his avarice — ^who has not resolution 
to open his purse in the cause of charity, when 
there are no witnesses to observe him, he also 
knows how to conquer his infirmity, and to 
oStfT some little share of his gold to the dis* 
tressed, when the eyes of others are turned 
upon him, and he is in the company of persons 
whom he wishes to please: he could amend 
his vice ; but he does not choose to do that 
for God which he does for the world. 

Yon slave to indolence, also, who, when 
urged to labour, alleges as his excuse an un- 
conquerable slothfulness, is roused into acti* 
vity the moment the love of pleasure seizes, 
upon him : he could amend his vice ; but he 
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r^us^s to dp that for God wbich he doel^ for 
himsflf. 

And how is it, that we do not choosci to 
fit^tise the virtties we can command ? Why 
do ive not use in the service of God the ability 
with which his goodness has gifted us^ and 
which we can call forth when our worldly 
interests are concerned ? HcW is it^ tiiat otir 
ainlity sewes ns for pursuing our business and 
our pleasfures ; whilst^ as soon as w6 are reqiiired 
to ex^t ourselves to please our Maker^ we find 
fieithc^ power nor resolution ? Because, ^as, 
our will is corrupted by siui By evil habits; by 
carnal desires. We lire, nevertheless, inex-* 
eusable if tire neglect the divine' counnand^ 
fiientsv For when we are beset by temporal 
dsmgers, whhout sufficient strength to e^itricate 
ourselves^ what course do we adopt? We 
seek on: every side for help-^the child implores 
the protection of the parent, the infirm solicits 
the support of the strong. Why do wo not 
then pursue the same method, in t&e trials to 
which viftuo exposes us? Why dec^ne to 
ttitke use of the^ aid offered to us by religion,^ 
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and then begin to allege our incapacity ? It 
cannot be said, that God leaves us to depend 
solely upon our own strength : He has given us 
his Word ; which, if we read it with serious 
attention, cannot fail to endue our minds and 
hearts with strength and fortitude : — He invites 
us to his Temples ; where are laid open to us 
all the means of acquiring religious wisdom. — 
What saving mercies does he set before >is 
in the adorable mystery of redemption I By 
exhibiting to us, in our Lord's humiliation, the 
fulfilment of those oracles which announce the 
Messiah, and in his life on earth, a model of 
divine excellence, he affords confirmation to 
our faith; by teaching us how Christ hath 
suffered, he presents us with a perfect example 
of wisdom ; by informing us that he hath suf- 
fered for us— for the purpose of redeeming us 
from death — ^he subjects to a salutary humilia- 
tion that pride which conceals from us and pre- 
vents us from deploring our misery, cures us of 
that unsettled disposition which so shamefully 
exposes us to falling into sin, instructs us tbat 
the God of mercies is at the same time a God 
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of justice and holiness ; by teaching us that 
he suffered for us, in order to deliver us from 
eternal death, — that he is ascended into hea- 
ven to intercede for us, and to prepare a place 
for us also ; — He hath mortified in our hearts 
that love of the world which is our destruction, 
and kindled in them that love of God which is 
our salvation. After such abundant mercies, 
he invites us' to make yet further claims upon 
his grace ; unasked he extends his protecting 
hand, for the purpose of raising us above the 
seductions of the world ! And there are those 
—nor are they few in number — who, calling 
themselves Christians, yet seem to regard these 
precious benefits with contempt 1 Seldom do 
they peruse the Holy Scriptures; they are 
irregular in their attendance in the house of 
God ; when they appear at the Holy Table, it 
is frequently without preparation; they neg- 
lect the sanctifying practice of prayer ; they 
expose themselves to temptation, without im- 
ploring the divine help ; and then they com- 
plain of their frailty ! But, My Brethren, 
would you not, in like manner, sink under the 
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ordinary difficulties of life, wei!e you to en- 
counter thepoL with the some presumptuous 
self-c(jnfid^ice, and the same unguarded rosh"> 
ness ? I fin4 myself, you mj, unequal tf> the 
discharge of my duties, Qonfessing thereby 
your need of hejp ; and yet you ask that help 
with coldness and indifference — ^pay, not unfre** 
quently neglect tf> ask it altogether — of ]iim^ 
from whom you have a right to expect it. 
Creatures of dust, we are pennitted to fly for 
succour to the Omnipotent — Sinners, the bless- 
ed privilege is ours of palling down the help of 
the Most IJoly — and we know not, or refuse to 
understand, the value of ^Jiis benefit, and tq 
ayail ourselves of it with tjiankfuln^ss and 
humility! — Oh, wer^ it even fair less) certain 
than it; is, that prayer is the npteans qf bringing 
4own upon us the help of Heaven, its effect in 
recalling us to a sense of the divine presence 
lypuld be salutary, notwithstan<]ing I What is 
the reason why we find viirtue, diffipult ? Why 
do we find our inclinations so hard to subdue ? 
It is^ in the first place, because we suffer our- 
selves to forget that '' the eyes of the Lord are 
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upon " U8,-^it is, because, secondly, we forget 
to implore the aids of his gracious spirit. 

Young man, who make your impetuous pas- 
sions the subject of complaint, arid are con- 
stantly repeating how much it costs you to 
keep the path of virtue, lift up your heart to 
God, and you will find strength ! Remember, 
that in your moments of sinful firailty, when it 
seemed to you impossible to stem the torrent 
of temptation, the unexpected appearance of a 
virtuous father has sufficed to arm you with 
fortitude ; — would you derive less support from 
the presence of your Heavenly Father ? Pray 
to God, — and the sense of his immediate pre- 
sence will of itself supply strength to your 
endeavours ; pray to God, — ^and you w^ll ob- 
tain the help of his grace I Ah, My Brethren, 
you would need no further conviction of the 
efficacy of prayer, in communicating the 
strength necessary to the performance of the 
most arduous duties, had you but accompanied 
us to yon bed of sickness, upon which a 
wretched &ther has lain for years, with pain 
and poverty for his companions, encircled by a 
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&mily to whom he can give neither instruction 
nor even food; who cry to him for bread, 
whilst all that he has to share with them is 
his tears. Unhappy man! yet he is patient 
— for he is accustomed to pray ! never does a 
murmur escape him, — Never is he seen fretful or 
morose, — never known to despond. His every 
word and sentiment is marked by pious resig- 
nation and habitual meekness of disposition. 
We, who went to convey comfort to him, our- 
selves received a salutary lesson; we learned 
what the Lord does for those who call upon Him 
in their distress; we learned what the Christian 
is enabled to do, who relies with cordial ^th 
upon Heaven ; we were eye-witnesses of the 
efficacy of the prayers of the righteous, in cal- 
ling down into his soul the strengthening and 
consoling graces of the Holy Spirit. 

Methinks I perceive, in the looks of some 
present, a wish, if it were allowed them, to 
say : And we have prayed, but without obtain- 
ing ; we have supplicated the divine aid in 
temptation, but were left to struggle with our 
weakness. But, have you, before you prayed. 
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been careful to examine your hearts, and to 
search out all your sins ? Then, did you pre- 
sent yourselves before your God, full of grief 
for your errors, humbled by a sense of your 
corruption, animated with an eager desire of 
amendment ? Did you implore the divine help 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, and implore 
it with humility and with earnestness ? Have 
you meantime done all that depended upon 
you, to watch over your passions^ and to resist 
the influence of your evil habits ? When the 
object of your supplication has not been granted * 
in the first instance, have you still persevered in 
prayer, with resignation and confidence ? This 
is what God requires : if you have not felt thus, 
if you have not used these persevering efforts, 
tl» reason why you have failed to obtain the 
divine aid is easily understood-^— you have not 
complied with the terms upon which God has 
promised his grace; you have " not received," 
because, "you have asked amiss." In order to 
obtain help of God, it is necessary to ask ac- 
cording to the mode which God prescribes in 
his Word : you have only to make use of that 
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rnode^ and he wiU not withhold his merciful 
help^ and you will receive strength in your 
weakness. 

Let us then. My Brethren, cease to urge 
groundless excuses, and to gloss our delin- 
quencies with this illusive pretence: let us 
frankly acknowledge, that, to carry through the 
momentous business of salvation, it is not in 
ability that we are deficient, but in will : we 
allow the world too strong a hold upon our 
affections : our wishes to please God have not 
the zeal and ardour which they should have : 
we are not animated by that ardent love of 
God, which his adorable perfections, his affect- 
ing goodness, his unlimited mercy, ought to 
excite in our souls ; the great truths of religion 
possess no attractions for us, and we have no 
more than a faint and ineffective desire to ob- 
serve the laws of the Gospel. Here is the real 
source of those pretexts, by which we seek to 
palliate the coldness and slackness of our obe- 
dience. When our desire to obey the will of 
God becomes deep and earnest^ we shall dis- 
cover that his commandments are not hard f o 
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fulfil ; when we have really resigned our affec- 
tions to the Saviour, we shall find '' his yoke 
easy and his burden light." Let us only love 
God in the degree in which he deserves our 
love — ^let us dread, beyond all things, his dis- 
pleasure — ^let us bestow our best and warmest 
affections upon the All -perfect Being, our 
highest Benefactor, our Heavenly Father — ^let 
us take advantage of the assistance which he 
offers to us in the practice of our duties ; and, 

instead of feeling disposed to complain of the 
difficulties of obedience, we shall experience 
the noble Relights of virtue, we shall taste the 
sweetness of piety — the charm of a good con- 
science — the hope of eternal happiness ; we 
shall exclaim with the Prophets and the Saints 
of old : Thy law, O God, refiresheth the soul, 
thy precepts rejoice the heart, thy grace is 
made perfect in our infirmity — '* We can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth us i" 
God grant that this blessed state may be ours ! 
Amen. 



SERMON XII. 



\o 



CHRIST WASHING HIS DISCIPLES' FEET:— 
A LESSON OF HUMILITY. 

V 

•7. El. Cellerier. 



SERMON XII. 



John xiii.l — 16. 



Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew 
that this hour was come that he should depart out of this 
world unto the Fath^, having loved his own which were 
in the world, he loved them unto the end ; &e. 



IT is approaching — the awful hour is approach- 
ing, when our Lord must leave this world, and 
go unto his Father; and the Saviour's ac- 
tions and instructions assume a character yet 
more sacred. In his more marked gravity of 
language, in the increased solemnity of his 
actions, and a more touching pathos in the 
subjects of his discourse, we perceive the ap- 
proach of the final scene of his divine ministry* 
One feels, in reading this portion of our Gos- 
pels, that every word which proceeds from the 



336 

mouth of Christy every further trace of his 
existence in this worlds which he is about to 
redeem by his death, is destined to enlighten 
future generations, and worthy to be engraven 
upon the hearts of his people, with the remem- 
brance of his blood and of^ his cross* But if 
there be one of these his partii^ lessons which 
ought to awaken our attention, and attach our 
affections to our Master, it is that which ibe 
gives us this day. This day. My Brethren^ 
the Son of God humbles himself before you, sa 
&r as to '' take upon him the form of a servant ;" 
this day he attacks the grand enemy of Charity 
— Pride ; and by abasing himself, by stooping 
to the office of a servant, and by '' loving unto 
the end," he pverwhelms it with the whole 
weight of his example and of his a^uthority. 
Let us, then, make haste to follow in the s^ps 
of our Lord, that we may collect his instruc- 
tions; let us enter inj^ that humble abode,; 
which conceals Him who is an object of adora- 
tion to angels ; let us mingle in His train with 
his earnest and affectionate disciples. Let us 
contemplate this amazing lesspn,^ and attend to 
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the minutei^t c]Tcuinstance& ! in. thi^ ac^ori af 
Jesus; while He speaks, let us lend an att^qt^. 
tive ear, and apply his precepts to oui:selve«s;/i 
this is the order We . shall observe ia ithe .ttfir? 
folding of our subject.. Letii^, My.Breihrem 
draw near to Christ, as« we woiild 'draw jiear to 
the death-bed of a veneifated: parent, prepacingii 
for the last time, to set before olrouTvdxiti^^ and 
his wiR; let i\s dritW near >ndth':aii;.lhii(mblo 
heatt ahd a well'-affected inind^^ Ap^qasiie^thfi 
Parent whom Death is!si^3mt(to ^riafoh^^in jvii 
id the Redeemer of masnkiiid ; "bis last leftsoia^ 
are lei^ons of love and of butaiility ; hia.deathr 
bed is thje cross ! ': 

t. The first object proposed for our atteotioiau; 
is the extraordinary spectacle here set before 
us, with the various circuiiistanceik.thaC.bdlQngi 
to it. In entering u^^biiscr grind a 8ubj9€^t,!l\$yj 
Brethreui we feit impatient tgf arrive: at.th^ 
essential meaning' of the text. We would wil^. 
lingly pa^s over in silence, every particular 
merely accessor y^ did not their mimfaerv tiieir 
importance) their close connection with the 
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leading fact, forbid. Thtis, however decondary 
ill' importance it may appear, we must, in ordeib 
fiilly to comprehend the action of our Sayiotxr, 
determine Ae precise period of the '* Supper*' 
mentioned in the text. Our own opinioB is, 
that the meal refetredto is the Paschal Supper. 
ISome* few commentate assert the contrary; 
and thereby detract much from the solemnity 
6f buf LordV action. It is implied, however^ 
in the 8e<}uel of St. Jolm's narrative, that it was 
the - very ^ night an • which Christ was betrayed 
thfat hel washed '1bb*^sciples' feet. l%is solemn 
atott symbblicaf^l^6n "appears to be connected 
with the iitetitution of the Lord^s Supper, and, 
petfaapi^, tnth the cotftention in which, accord- 
ing^ to the account of St; Luke, the Apostles 
)l!s^ttted who aniong them should be greatest. 
Ndr^m'allr^e tbiak ^ can discover, m 
the language of the iektHs^lf, allusions, more 
or lesd manifest, tbthe sacred repast. ^* Be^- 

FORE * THE f EAST OF TlfE PASbOVER, WHElfr 

JesuS kkew that his Hour was come that 
Me should depart ou^ of this world unto 
THfe Father, having LovEur his own which 
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WBBE IN THE WORLD^ H£XOV£PTH£M UNTO ^li^ 

BND." What ii^ thia mark of love, which. J[^u« 
further gives ''uBto.the end,". to those. vvhpm 
he had always ioved ? . Shall, we iiQt.fi^ i% to 
be the bread and wine of tjie qew. Qov.^oa»t7rf 
of which thee Apostle msJces mf^tipa^ifli ^p^o^^r 
place, because his object wa^i, not to.' ce^^^ 
what had already been, .rcl^^t^d by - the; p^ejr 
Evangelists, but only tp supply the^iiMaiis^iQnf^? 
{To continue: *' Anp $.vpfE]|,^^|ifq^,.^PKi>"-^ 
:WM supper ? , St. Jpl^nM Aotj (bq^r^^ujol^fpji 

;Wi»t wjppeir, tl»eijBfft|'e„,^,,j^fj»^fjt(?4,.^ :% 

Belated with sp rowJ^ ;9p^nw»jty,i?» ^.M%- 
<:edia^ Gospels ? ;It f» tbe^„ in pur .<9tpijiu9n^y9jt 
|he supper of thePa^&Qiverr-ri^FiI^^nQe of.tjt^ 
bread which is bcol<:en^ af^d th^t iwiue :^hiqh ifs 
poured out— that Christ offj^rs this new.les^oi^ 
to his discipl€is*; Associated, in their .men^xy 
with the idea ^nd tb§ memorial pf his de^tjbt, 
occurring bet.Wi^en the supper and the r^rps^, 
it will not £»il to leave upoi^ their hearts a deep 
and effectual imj^ression. So far, the j^rq^cise 
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fMmetit of the action : let us now examme the 
Mtion itself. *^ Jesus knowinxj that the 

FATBElt HAD GIVEN ALL THINGS IKTO HIS 
ftAN0S, AND THAT HE WAS COME FBOM GOD, 

aKD^ wekt to God; bisbth from sup:?eb, and 

LAID ASIDB HIS GARMENTS, AND TOOK A TOWEL, 
AW>^Iiil>ED HIMSELF* AfTEB THAT HE POUR- 
»1fti WAtEB INTO A. BASON, AND BEGAN TO WASH 
WE DISCIPLES^ FEBT,r AND TO WIPE THEM WITH 
THE TOwnn WHEBEWITH HE WAS GlfiDED^!"-- 

IJfiwrfl;^dfigh*ly understood. My Brethren? 
^ Jesufe, knowiiif that his Father had giyen aU 
things^ into bis haads, and that .he. was come 
i^om ddd, atid w^ent to God^ ro?e from supper, 
laid »ide his gatments, aiad took atowel/'^-^A 
btmnge ass(>ciatibn of ideas and circumstances ; 
but which recurd every where, in the words of 
Jesut^ and in his actions, in his life and in his 
dAath— throughout his entire history* It is, 
iltdeed, theconciousness which the] Son of God 
had of the surpassing digi^y oi his nature^ and 
4he unbounded extent of his^ authotity,' that im- 
^ftt^ force to the lesson he gives Us, and that 
ifotennines hitti to give it. He who Was at onoe 
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in *^ the form of a servant/' and in ''the form 
of God"-— *' the Word that was made flesh''--^ 
transports himself in spirit to that invisible and 
celestial world, in which he must ere Icmg re- 
isume his abode and his glory. The Redeemer^ 
looking back;^ contemplates himself as existing 
in the ages of eternity, before the universe re* 
ceived its being, in the bosom of the Father ; he 
beholds the creation decked in its new->boni 
loveliness, offering its first hom«ge of gladness 
to Him, through whom and for whom all thkigs 
were made ; he beholds the spirits of heaven 
bending before his throne — ^ser^phim and arch^ 
angel unitmg in adoration of the Only begotten 
of the Father : — ^Then looking forward akmg the 
linis of future ages^ he sees that spiritual and 
heavenly kingdom which the Father hath com* 
mitted to his hands — tho^e accumulated g^oe^ 
rations of men unenlightened by revelation^ who 
now invoke his intercessioiai and aton^nent, and 
come to claim the place which he ''MtlL|ror 
pared for them in ^e mansions of bliss ;" he 
hears the mingled voices of Angels, Saints^ an^ 
Elders, who joist i» '' singing the song of tite 
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Lamb;" he hears the Hallelujahs of the Re- 
deemed> that without remission succeed each 
pther for ever and ever. From a review of this 
two-fold infinity of power, and glory, and 
^liiution, returning once more to this vale of 
miseries, which he is about to save, He contem- 

:pUte$ himself veiled in perishable flesh, clothed 

• ■ « 

with the humblest garb, surrounded by igno- 
rajat wd smful men, poorly lodged within the 
guilty walla of Jerusalem ; and viewing this 
4epth of his abasement, he sees fit to descend 
«tiU lower— Hear r oh. Earth and Heaven ! Dis- 

V 

jQiples of Jesus^ listen ! He rises from the table 

;rr-iie assumes the attributes of a degrading ser- 

^^tude — ^stoops to perform the meanest duties of 

a slave— He appears at the feet of his Apostles, 

^who *' are not worthy so much as to unloose 

the latchet from his own I" 

. Oh! what must tibey have felt who beheld 

then the King of Gpd's people and *' the Desire 

of all nations/' dischargii\g for them the office 

of a servant I They perceive, long since, that 

the actions of Christ have an object which some- 

times escapes their unassisted comprehension. 
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and they wait in silent astonishment and re- 
apect^ until he deign to offer an explanation of 
what they are not able to understand ; whilst a 
variety of impressions find a place more or les^ 
deep within their bosoms. Two of the most 
prominent of their number attract attention by 
advancing beyond the rest ; — of these, one is 
St. Peter, the most zealous and impetuous of 
the disciples ; the other is that Apostle, whosfe 
guilty breast conceals a project of monstrotiis 
criminality — a hideous secret. The Evangeliit 
relates the exclamations and reluctance of the 
one — with regard to the other, he is Wholly 

# • 

silent. But it is that very silence which iJvbts 
my attention upon Judas, and will not permit 
me to withdraw my eyes. At hu feet is GbHst 
— He touches him with his hands ;— his pene- 
trating and sorrowfiil • looks encounter tile 
traitors; — his countenance expresses compas- 
sion — the affectionate and touching melan9faoly 

. ' * ■ 

of a betrayed benefactor, who yet lorves his be- 
trayer, and is ready to die for him ; whilst Judas 
is silent, hardens himself, and persists. Jeans, 
moved no doubt by divihd cotnpassioUf lets* fall 
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a- word whieh, gmng* the 'peifidiouft disciple to 
4iQdmtai)4 tb^^ he penet^ his purpose^ 
ought to ;have laid him, as with the stroke of 
lightning, at Us master's feefc^*^ Ye are ci^ean, 
"BUTNOrp AiLi>t" Judas IS silent, hardens himself, 
luid: still persists! St. Pet6r shows himself, in 
1iie:texty ta^ue to his character. Always hur* 
^ ried a^ay by the warmth and vdheinence of his 
feelifigi^; ztfaljons but rash, imprudent yet de« 
vjDted) more prompt to hel than to reflect, to 
act^an to understand, the Apostle is indigniaBit 
at die thought of the humiliating office which 
tus^ Lord 1:1^ p^epaiing to perform £or him: — 

^^JLdBD, IK>S9' THdU WASH MY FEET? JbSUS 
AVSWIIRBIl AND SAID UNTO HIM, WhAT I DO 
iPIieij'* kWoWEST NOT NOJV^;; but thou SHALT 

Kiroi|v kkafiAJPTisR/' We have in • this reply. 
My Btothy«n, a priiieiple i^ieh it is ofitapor- 
taixee to- ke&f> : in mind, in thd reading -ef the 
CtoiQiels. -Our Sfr?i6ui^ toot unfreq^ifeiitly ad- 
^les^ias faknself to the memory only of bis 
auditors; in order ta ii&press ibem With a recol- 
lection of tfaingij whic^ their uiKderstandiiigis to 
€mh^ace upoiQ eKHn^ fu'ti^ occasion. Hencelds 
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parables, his figurative laaguage, tho^e sym^ 
boiical actions calculated to strike the imagina* 
tion of those who, though unable to compre- 
hend them as yet, would be' enabled to under^^ 
stand them. some other time. . Our Lord's an-r 
swer to Peter presently after, is an example of 
this. The Apostle, with his usual warmth, 
cries out, without listening to Jesus, ** Triou 

SUJlLT never wash My FEET.'' *' If I WASH 

THEENOT," replies the Saviour, ** thou ha8Tn6 
FJL&T WITH ME." In Order to prevent the una- 
vailing resistance of the Apostle froan interfermg 
with the lesson he had to give, our Lord arresti^ 
his attention, by addressing him in terms whidh 
were of a nature to produce an impression upon 
hioL and to subdue his iBsolution ; whilst, at the 
same time, he impresses upon his mind, and 
upon all those w!fao heard him, or who would 
hereafter mad the narrative of St. John, a 
pr€^pt of importance with regard to the nature 
of that Redemption, by means of which he isi 
ab6Ht to ddnfer salvation upon mankind, to 
wash away the sins of such as receive him for 
their mai»ter, and to secure tb them an immortal 
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" jMurt " with himself^ io the Kiugdoro of 

Heavea. 

Struck by the expressions of Christ, but as 
usual, passing without reflection, from oue ex- 
treme to another, Peter appears to imagine that 
the. washing of his feet was some sacrament, 
^ome new pledge of salvation and blessedness : 
" Loud,", he instantly replies, " not my feet 
" ONi,r, BVT also uy hands and my head. 
f Jesus saith to him. He that is washed needt- 

** ETH not save "fO WASH HIS FEET; BUT IS CLEAN 
'I EVEE Y.WHIT ; AND YE ARE CLEAN, BUT NOT 

" ALL." In these words our Lord alludes to a cus- 
tom among the J^ws, of bathing theqiselves 
before proceeding tq a repast, and of again wash- 
ipg thmr feet when arrived atthehouse where the 
entertaiDmeot is given; but be at the same time 
corrects bis disciple's mistake, by makipg him 
.understand, that, in order to. become clean, in 
the sight of God, a different kind of purification 
is required from thgit. which he solicits — a puri- 
fication which those amopg,the Apostles already 
enjoy, who possess a genuine faith in their 
JVlaster, and a heart devoted to his service. 
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Peter continues silent : the '* Son bf liian rideB ;" 
all eyes are fixed upon him, whilst the Apoi^tl^ 

wait, silent but impatient, until, having taken 
off his servile vestments, and again become 
their Lord, he vouchsafe to explain an action so 
foreign to their notions. In this variety of 
extraordinary circumstances— the Son of God 

4 

and King of Israel become their servant — the 
bread and wine — the towel, the bason, the 
blood, and death— there is something Repugnant 
to all their ideas, something which eludes their 
comprehension, and baffles 'their liniited capa* 
cities. 

And you. My Brethren, whilst this spectacle 
is presented to you, you likewise fix your' at- 
tention upon Christ, with secret dissatisfaction ; 
and inquire to what eild he stooped so low. 
To what end, to what end, you afek with 
arrogant murmurs, scandalized perhaps at 
your Lord's huriiiliation— to what end this 
extreme debasement? — ^Why this subjection of 
liimself to vile and disgusting employments? 
Wherefore should a divine Being delight in 
humiliating at once the human nature and the 
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majesty of heaven ? Wharefore, proud mortal? 
to 'coofound and to convert thiSe! Listen, 
Cfaiistians, tb your fiafioorr "Ye cajli. ij35 
** Master and Loed : and ye sat well ; fok 

^^ S6 I AM. If I THEN HAVE WAS^IED YOUR 
" F£ET; ye ought also TO WASH ONE ANO- 

^ tAe'sls feet.' Fob I have «hven you an 

^' example, that ye should do. as I !hAve 
** "DONE TO Yoy. Verily, verilYjI'5Ay tJisrrO' 

** YOU, TJfE SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN 
'* IJI3 Load, NEITHER HE THAT IS SENT OREATEft 

''THAN ue t*HAT SENT iiiM." Let US me^itele 
lipott this lesson, with reference to our owii 
^4>ti^tict; aftft l€Jt lis Mng to- the task the most^ 
eWhe^t efibrts of attention, and the siDce»est 
retrcJredce. » 

II. '^ Ye OtJOHT ALSO 70 WASH 6n£ Al^O^*' 

■s^hek's FEET.'' What is the import of tRis 
le^soii ? Reflect fcir a^ ihsta?it. My Bttethre»>' 
^pqni}^lfi spirit audi leading fciatures oif tW ^c^^ 
p0l morality^ liftd y^u^wiH ]ii«Md«i!i^«il^ mihov^ 
d®i;i}jyty tbi jde^ign of mt JSwiwir, f^ JUi^ 
q»e aHidtber' W&acb i» jftie . nd^ C(ram«w4p4lt^ 
tl»gi badge i^ £!|iyi9t-^ diaeiple«i^ ilm mm^^im 
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morality. To unite, by ft sitrong tiQ.oC.bener 
valence and love, those whp are sub),ept to th? 
same sorrows^ misfi^rtunea, and bopes, is onepf 
the objects propo9«d by the AlmigHyitt Jtjie 
revelation, of Chtistitoity to the woj;ld. But 
this first of virtues,, chatity,. meets with ja fort 
mida&^e enemy in our coTCupt, dispositiofli$ 1 
tjhat .enemy is Pride,: wteehi:li^tent in m^ 
bo^om^ exercising: more artless it^ po^werful in* 
finance on aJL.ienfeftbles and chokes th^ gr^w^Ji 
^f iov^ : Cfea*rity . w&uld ag^osGiat^ jp^n i t<^ge^ 
ther*— Pride keeps them apa,rt ; C^ritJirwi^^S 
1)9 of .what we dWeO: jto ^hifem-rPride, .4>f w||^ 
^hey.Qwfe to.. us; Charilty 4iree1^s ow. atjteatiaii 
to their virtuesh-rPride, to t^eir, failings ^ Charity 
makes us kind and indulgent — Pride^. selfis)^ 
and consequently S6vere> < HegjiyQ^ he who "9^ 
^^meek; antd.;tawly in heart," declares, h^ms^f 
tl;^ lii^axing antstg^mi^t of pride ; apd apj^ars 

nev-er tot use severity but iin order. t^condtfmnritA 
He^i^oves^d'tb«eatens,itin hisp^fable^ he 

ftrlminates against it in the'ky|)Qcrili€^al ^rib6i 
of Jwnsalem; he crucifies^, ii with ^faittisiell^'efli 
Calvary. But this 10 sot enoug^h^ it is netesi- 
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sary to inspire a hatred of it; to exhil^itit ,m 
tibe heigbt of folly, and an absurdity at once 
odious and contemptible in a disciple of Christy 
He, the Prince of Life> the Head of the Church, 
the Judge of mankind, the Sovereign of th0 
Ubiverse^—proceeds to humble himself^ to rediice 
himself to the meanest condition, to put to 
shame the p^resumptuous disciple who should 
dare to stsaad up in defence of pretensione^ 
wthieh his mlisfier has trampled under foot H^e 
proceeds to degrade himself before his inferiors ; 
and by his >eiiamiple to instruct them, that, id 
the eyes of him who lores his neighbour aa 
himself, tbere are Neither high nor law, no? 
immunities nor degjrees,-^that for the Ghriatiaa 
there are only : screes to reader, love to 
manifest, hnmiJkyto ptut oa>.tfae;most besiefif 
cent of masters 'to imitate^ He takes a towel*-^ 
he pours out < water^he washes his . disoipAw' 
feetg and say&:r^MFiI, tmxh^^ ¥0^fist I^^bpi^jkui 

^^ OUOHT TO WASH ONBiiLKOTAEKS FJEJCT." XxiU 

understand this^ My Brethen-r-you understand 
this# It is humility^ the 'Source (^ love — ^hnnur 
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Kty in its iapplication to the refotionB of society 
-^humility, that teaKsfhds us to love and to miJ 
nister to others> by teaching us to hbmb)e 
ourselves when ebarity requires-^this- It U 
\Vhich is enforced in this action of Christy and 
which forms, consequently, the objfect of thto 
discourse. Christ instructs you, so mutinies to 
forget yourselyes that you may think of others' ; 
n<it to contend among yotirs8lves"wh6 i^hallb^ 
the greatest in the kin^doni of the Messilbb> 
but to seek to bec^ome ^soby obedi^lied andJore; 
It is the will of Christ; 4hatith«^flpsttfbelibgol 
your hearts, and the fir^t wairt in your rektioilil 
with each other, should be, ilot'tb^ wish td 
seize upon the place which you consider due to 
you, but the love of peace and of your brethren. 
It is • his will, then, that, in the business of 
life, you should be seen cultivating kindness 
acid peace ; raady, as occasion offers, to make 
the "first advance in the intercourse with those 
beneath you; not to be strict in exaistkig y oui^ 
claims i and in particular rto shnn all occasion 
of dissension. It is his will, that you never 
seek to dazzle, to domineer^ to outshine others; 
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■iMit to slCrdy fo <S!iaJt tteit^ g^od qua^iti^ aifiid 
cKrotoiotially to contrast? them with your own ftil- 
iifgs. ^%t i»l|te will; thafey<iuavoidiK) loss unjustly 
*to ^depreciate others, tlito' you usually utbid 
flcliftg an injury lo ydurseWe*. Ifefs his will, 
fltdt, instead of' %eingf vexed at witnessing tlfe 
sujperiority of thoiiie WhoiU eoeiety^ or Protidencfe 
feaVe stilidiietf^bove you, ydti should* acfcho^- 
IbSgfe tliat butpe?i6ritiy with teadihew aad^tfc* 
\^Jek\6usfi Ifend submit to it with good wiB, 
as bfae^'of Ihe 'cofidl^Sbns of -thef eitistend^^^ 
Micii G6d4ias klied'ybu. It is. Hi shott/^Hfs 
lariff, that you ihoifld eondiict yourseires "Wilii 
htftriility towards Odd; arid; if need he^iUk^B 
your brethren; inwderio- do them'&erviee/Hf^ 
to pitbto:6te Unanimity .-^Silch is . the lesB^^ 
which ©hrifet gives you' this dSiy V you- daii6©t 
but iiridersfaitid iff fttid against a'less'on 60 posi- 
tive and fdi-cibfe, rid pretext nrfr* illusSbil bikk 
avail. Ttbttihay shut yotrr beam a^aStfit ii, 
blit^ ybti taiinbr mishnder^tand^ it.^ OK/ H6W 
liei^ssai^y is isttch a iessoitltf this Vaiii-g^o*ft«^ 
age, when the'degenerate Cfhurch <if 0taiS^Kas 
lltoost' ienfirfely lost that *• of naWttt of iinie€fc 
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apirit,'' witfa iwkicli her Lord xejoiotd to Mfe 
bar decked — when the Qhristiaa, hx from 
resembliagjr in mildness and aimpUcity, ihe 
*' little children of whom is the kingd<Mn of 
heaven/' and from sacrificing his self4ove to the 
lore of Ids brother, too often makes Chanty 
herself the handmaid of pride 1 Yes> My 
Brethren, it cannot be denied, and must be told 
-retold honestly, though with xegret-^^that this 
evil is the characteristic of our times, aii4» i% 
may be, to^ a certain e^itent of our Church* 
We have charityji but rftrely the ohacity which 
is victorious over pride* We hacve the chanty 
which gives — that which confers obligal;ioias^- 
even that which abounds in zeal ; but rarely 
that which puts up patiently with an affront or a 
neglect. We show ourselves zealous in^ confier-" 
ring &vours upon our inferiors ; but we love te 
recollect the distance which separates us. We 
^' love those who love us'' — occasionally even we 
can £[^give ingratitude ; but hardly ever do we 
pardon them who have oyertooked our claims^ 
or wounded our pride^ With us, chanty con* 
soles the afflicted, . gives birth to numberless 

2 a 



ycMiiaticwd beneficent imftitiitJioiis, eed»s ONt 
;M(d iaUe?ia;ke9: evay species of Ustremi ik^M 
4oes,Mft p]»vfei^ ^yusseatiptMh-it;4oes ii€^.9lAfe 
r^gent]iieiit8-*^.^oes.ii0l oeoeiMftle ]t;iti$lre4iM4 
Q^i^lMics. ItdfrwiboteiuA^jie wtiQiibe«^wMb 
inilifaftds >tfaMe who dam to tellus t]^6c,lbr«ilb« 
itis waating in huoiaity. 0)u My Brethr^ft) 
JLlcoojtire you^ by fheindmaiitoimief^ of ty^ 
sttlgect,.by the grand and atifeeUng c^oqU^^WOs 
tto iFtbich it givea me^ by your $cilvetioR 9}id 
iijieimjprov«ii»»a^ bemr i|iejw|]i][e 

I exhort' iyoa td: tbe study cl* yoMtnekeaJ : It 
ift jDdt.fev:ofl^ it. OS. not in iiforeagetiaisl^iti^inat 
among the foeaof :relig^my or lAie^ aiates aC tli# 
fiaaeaonfi^ Itbat we: ^ill point ^ut to y4iuieft»- 
kinoes of jtbe:existe(ttee o£th«t eyiiiwiiich QimM^ 
condemns; it. k' ftmoog UA^einong t^li$9ffm 
*hetti9elves<: .Why k;k« that !niej»ofton9QeiMin 
'esieemedifoc ^eir irktbeB^ Mthoa^ p^eioptl^: Jife 
ImkI; been uiufoimiy FatkisaLfand'COMide^^ 
<6uddbBQfy,9do)ptefivei^dtfBe^ line eCec^iiet 
md sbifacifoi^otr th«i0el)i!9eiu aiiil(^beireikiaftkid>)e 
sibrth<»j disregard :of tiu>aei Tfii/y ditiyeflttaad 
•iieeencies,?aod: ^tdMliilJsrtMC (tbfifobfieirY^^ 
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of "vrhicfa. they had hitherto beon ^ striking 
examples ? Why, but because somethiug hap 
shocked their self-love^ and laid opea the 
extent of its fearful .0Bftmre over them ? , . j^^r 
cause such men, though jiist^audcha^tahlei^ 
nature^ had never learned of Jesus ^to be.in^e^ 
and lowly in heart. . When ia it, that discord 
in a neighbourhood^ or divisioim in. a iBumly; 
are diflScult to heal? In what cases is.reooncir 
liation to be despaired of^ resentmenta to bii^ 
deemed immortal, and the scandal, of Jitigatite 
interminable ? . It is not so mxiciftt..whi^ m^ds 
interests are endpigere49 as wfaei^ their rSelfnlo9isi& 
is wounded-^a principle more^ powerful, emn 
than the ties of blood, and the affeoti(Hi8,i^|the 
heart. Whence aps^s that disgpoifitiQn .to djbr 
trust and; suspect tilneir .. supeiioi^,^ and tl|e 
mfiisal to extend the same justice. to.thcittL 
which they would not deny to pieraon^ of t^ieiir 
jcrtm rank; >vfaichi are/so cwimoa anoong: tte 
lower classes?^ Wiienc^ cermet the s^pipioai 
wMch they sa <esuUly ^vin|:le^ ttrnt^ the. la^nMiives 
of thq$e 'Whom Providence hf^ placed abcrvie 
tbsm, iare interested, their purposes calculated 

2 a2 
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to gratify their own contempt, and to mortify 
^nd overbear their inferiors? It comes from 
wounded pride ; which will not allow them to 
5tid'ge impartially. Why is it so' delicate^ a 



irig to advise, even where the utility of ad- 
Vi^iiig' would be certain, and the right to it 
*i&c6ntestable? Why* is it, that, merely for want 
^ being able to render the truth palatable to 
^hitti whotia It concerns, and to whom it is of 
^?lrtipcrtlfaiicei is one obliged to wink at so many 
'^1bu^es,^to istllow so many serious affairs to go 
"^oibg; io sup|)fess so many salutary counsels ? 
"Wliyat^e ^he simplest and most obvious admo- 

llfto&bf'ittieti'a'iife, often rejected wiA indig- 
^fialibfl" add 'ifUdefie^, ' by those whose best 
^xoOTseVould'have^een to listen to them with 
^WAj^ arid to' ttirn thetn f o profit ? Why is 
^fSfaieiftia! re j^rodf, among Us, a thing, in one word, 
? ffiijidsisible t Why is the exercise of the mi- 
'Aifeyfn a manner confined to the pulpit arid 

id the poor ; and ^hy do they, whose office it' is 

lEoitake care of men*s souh, fiiid themselves al- 

■'••.■" ' ' ■ . ' . < . ' "i 

tiibst ex^cliided from giving advifcfe,' exhortatibh, 

iinSr' reproof, to hiiii w^ warideriiig from^^e 
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right way, and to wliom such aifi ,w©iaW/i^r 
quendy be of incalculable benefit? Itf j^ 
l^eca^se our overgfirown self-love no long^ 
allowa U8 to lend a patient hearing to truth^ 
yrhich give us pain^ but is offended by tbepiy 
whatever care may have beea taken by th^ 
chaiity of the adviser to softeB them down!; 
because^ so far from contributing to ouranieiic^- 
ment, they often only tend to blind .us.jiipr(f, 
and to thrust us further on in the destructu^ 
path whence they were xq^ajat ta recall us: YfB 
,make poison of medicine^ and never ^l0^<|t|i|e 
physician to administer , it b^t wit^ 4?^ej^4^T" 
You yourself— you. My Brother, who are. pe^- 
haps at this moment disposed tp accuse J^^ifi 
drawing an exaggerated picture, allow v>^r\o 
ex2M9^ine your own heart, ai^ consent to jpj^ 
with me in the scrutiny. Call to mind y^oifr 
conduct, the inmost sentimentarpf your boJKmt ; 
; the . opinions, comparisons, and wishes, which 
are at times suggested tp you by the th^)ig\it 
pf jrofur conpeqtions^ your jgiQighbours^ yoiiir 
relations— and. judge .yo»j:s^fc r Would you 
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would, you/m. order to serve tliein^ ovetlook ^ 
tibe distance vddcli' separiLtes y 6u ? ' liVtAild it ' 
ii<yt vex you, Jtat see them- or others forgetting 
it ?.i Would you Jisten Mfith pati«lce: tc tUe 
liarsli but jxiht dAvice" oi .yirar 'equalBf- Do 
ydii frankly! atad honestly ac^t Ae supetiMky 
p(x those wlio ar^ Ibettdr thsmr you ?f : 'Or ^^ralber; 
^ould not self-ioYe,' concealed in every 'secMt 
passage of! your heart;^iitid meatii^; in^U.^w 
oasesi^ixi.pervbrt iymirijnidgment, to'cfcang^ %h^ ; 
figure aifd : the dtstaiiceTof every 'objebt 4Ssatt 
sorronnds you;, andc to mge/yotr on' perlia|it3 to 
soDle: :vfoleili ^t^i disgraeeful * 1^ yon and to ^ 
yo«^ ire&gibn ?,- Alasl Alas ''^^^ I wait ibif a 
te^j, w:is: there' one aniotig. ua vAio ifecc^isttfil ' 
ilot Idnisdf in this qpi^ttfi^ do wetsafl* 

iiUi^seiveas <3hristiaii6,Jnev]ertfaelesi^ <:'&ndr^ leMiy 

#)f«(ar pi^ei*^uii.{d§gj^itrtmtriB3tiieiatti^ 
pf jSQioii^ JslightSQiiifeditig (ixttBi^'^'iiioiFt'fmx^e^^ 
^h^tso t^dcldftrawie^tf^tl^ptt 
niS ; vfcTw^ 1:ts khmtMty fwai - hateftilQessrciQPi^ 
jMae^^t; riv^^h^r iaonsid^mk Mftithiiiefeciniee 



Ukfibod Mf.mm^ to tbejiatiiral^le of jthpi^, 

ii^^re^t0]iiift;y JQTvicKmtei^ By liow .wwy 
aq|iimaitk>.iwg^t^^we .eoDTUsee^ DJ[ XJu^;; 

oT hili^^y, iBi: tb0 Tx^adin». relatioiis of: )if^p , 

aiid tlr<miy4 tfiat it; is wt .iiig»fy dwip tp^ 
Meiet^ at foi^^e^-tt flipuitte of e^^ pi^ and^ 

itiMift mod ridicalM^ «^& if mon^apdn 

is )pK)ditctive« of' an^^^^t pi«eii6«l3i( omtxar^; 
tn ititmt i'^idi w l«ok> ftM^i'^^ - W^ cbuld j^Id ^p , 

the tnie ChiWtHttirwhoKuy;^g^^<|ttili^"witb, 
chmity^mir siif^^t -to ali tlie -iitdeoewos #f . 

s^ilple>^ because he%4^iuou0; becsmse hei». 
m^Htotnttiit to ^ self, because he k W s«bj«<^ tor 
imtat$«i> Jbecawe he «* thmketh no e?a,- licv. 
oOGUse* he eTOyse» evfery ^ehiujg^-^hope^' every- 
thmg— ^ei>diifetsf every ^ingl/ Wfeicoiri^ diPiW' 
the delightfal pictmre of a- cottmttttityv i^ii«i»^ 
membei^*' htve Ibttrned, ifi i3tediehce *t*-tte^ 



aoK 



^%iM8t epjpontf ieotidiisqos^ iaaandr tteooKt 
gHtiKiMiied>* (riwiya:; {i]£ii!dDtbd^idq)i!9nffeiihdit 

dMi^f jeif 9vi|;ft flStwtel : ¥011 .wbodail^^asiitcKf 



3HiB 






illraa§hUdusbiide:^teatsiM«h«3lh9MM iK-VMi 

Butski^n teMatIr the ]UH#levat«c|it JMdriie> 
tfaeiOngr of:-6dd^fr €inirpli/iM(iift~td^«iiMPiUi 
aoMBoil thoifiist Iroito bflniraid^edi^ kooMgey 
aflidn^wliiolKt detattl*qhis-ipaA«tt,i]nid MMvirWf 

xitimMr ■i«t»A«aai.qmA]ifHnlMMi| meivasit ^!^ 

THAT IS ■ sstne' ^ em mAnmK vwffjidDati^wjkr^ii^im 

Oci^-vncteped-itt^aibi distant ^aii»f-i4t=imk»' 
bm j|b8ij£kinib£i€k»d, «aiToAa«hidt4)y[4iw gfoff«i» 
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ki¥^jxMiAit(y^illiKa$*ni a«^ipMii»Wetj>h»9t in ii rt> ' 

•A 

k(M fWfteiiul itti^fifiMriwp J#|it«rriB ^jqdgtodnta 
WilWt^ieiAeRflf /iHM(«<leIfir«ie hklii^lqt^gofvliiel 



3^ 

baits' Mm (; . 'iH9Wi OUristSani^ Itfe' ifm»' ey^ 
offetft Do Txm ibegb'ttt understand the Betip- 
ttttest 'Dp'fMi 1»dgiwto.ptarddvfr'th6?w«rtft *tf 
yd«ff <i»ide,' and Cii«1ifHl^tiiiiii»^eiis tuid'fiiUy ti 

ik»t close here : some^tai^ ye^ r«iMiiJin;< ' lbs 
'jmtT «yiB8-^(Bce'meife opon the8ttvioi» ; luid, Ibi 
unaginatioD^ strip !«ff fiomi him that teittble 
s^mdoitt : redbMfae him: -witii mtArtt^^Oesh ; n- 
. W>f«>ht« : tittone <(f glory ; 'tyult: Atallf yw >ttrer 
•i^iJehioiiem^iii'tlie: f'upt^rtboiu^^henfhb 
oekfaratiNliiAe Pasaever.' He . aff^eata-'bybi^^ 
yiDii^ ' in' ttte>attiitide''ef^«»6 i^A^ i«erv«si and 
. wifi^tite aite%iifest>f ,»U)eab'{tBd.4fe8^l8ed osn- 

.iMH9bMi3(««-lbec,Mi»d tfi^iSMt' i <«t^;]&iiroi; ^# 

:x9 'iour*' ' Attd^ iavthi(M«lllttS'«n^ttr-jiiia»iB«tt <i^ 
H6odff Mh<»:yatttf iBngr<^ iAfldidt)p»1ke(diQl(li:i 
ye«»~^d't):t'tttiolttbw, :{Mi4ilp)^ ^^ livki^:^ 
• •* - j!i»dgt»«nto!" Ah, fum M 9»wr- heart ^^ 



m 

this hfitefiil PapE— tajajf asi4€^ your prftenf 
^ions^ your .lights, your demand^^ s^i)d for hijp 
sake to be ready to serve, to for^i^, tplovery 
to^idtoop:, if need be, to tbe^performance ^i^jf 
tlqties ta a proud heart the least endurable* ^ ^ 

• * 

w It ^ is impossible. My Brethren, — I cann^^ 
but <c<)Q)clude. It impossible^-^that reflectioniB 
HUichas the^ie,;howsiq|ever presented to you/s|i0ii}j^ 
n0tf;)(rqducb spn^e impression Qppn your he^r<is. 
But, alas 1 for frail and' chaiigeful creatures, Ul^e 
QuraelxiBs, 8pm(?thin^.TB,or9 is re^nire^^^;^ 
•feel, tojTOoJy?, to wi^. .If wQqld be ^^eqesr 
aa^^f if:itwerep9pi?ihle, to.fiod sonie ijnode ^ 
g?r¥?«/pera>a».ency tp those Impressions,— 9/ 
tenewipg them at stated peripi^ with thjlt^v^g^w 
jrf which time may have deprive4 thi^pi, . . Jjffi^s 
such a mode^ My Brethren, W|^ liave |>9Jipted 
<mt^ to rTou, in 1 the conclusion of the present 
di8course--or rather J,esus himself 9$€p it to 
y<^u in the text pfrthis day i. It is this ; CoQ^ct 
together in yoQ|: min4^ thjs rocoUection of w^ 
Christ was desucQus to iiprpres^ upon ih^nL. 
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bumiiityi ahd'letthe ^acratnient of the Lords 
Supper, while it reminds ybu of 'Jesus oh the 
Cfoss, remind* you likewise of Jesus washing 
ifis^ Apostles* feet/ At solemn ' intervals, the 
Church assembles her children, and distributes 
to them the bread of life. For this holy ser- 
Vice yoti prepare yourselves", by some days of 
seclusion — by some hours, arieast, of pious 
mieiditation. iThink then — think at tliose ilihes, 
6i 'Jesus washing the feet of his (lisWples ; 
^^nihfcof the dying command' he leaves you^; 
^tiiink of the offences to tKe commission of 'wticK 
you liave been led by Pride— 6f Iheeffofts'you 
^6V^t to ■ make to'atbne'forttim— or the tAan- 
ALcFin wfiicTi you biight to guard against tneift 
Y6^ ih'e future.* The hbur is come— the hallow- 
le^bell tolls— the sacramerilaT words are littereci 
-^you rise with emotion, and; with pious awe, 
you cross the sanctuary, m order to take your 
place at this banquet of love. 

^' !N*6w, then, think again of Jesus washing 'Kis 
disciples* feet ; 'think that those Christians, frigh 
ifedl* low, rich '^and 'poor, who surround you, 

and in whose^ Colhpany^ou'approach the Holy 
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^iiei are all yiour Ibr^thteii ; t£at the iiegaird 

"1^ the Supreme Jiidg'e constituted the only 

diiSsrence between them ^xkI you; and tUact 

*■ 
that assemblage of repentant sinners^ who sup-^ 

pKcate together the same God, and share in the 

itome sacrament, at thel foot of the same^ thronei 

of graee, ought, like their first predecessoi^'iti 

the faith, to be of one heart and one-mind; ; ' 

Tpu are now before the Sacred Table^-rft^ie 

pledges of God's infinite lore areiipqn youtlips^ 

^---tihe eyte of the Almighty rest ^pon you-^tHe 

kfercid voW^tjl pft>iiottnced* Now^ think agaiiif, 

fhit this< ' Vdw madb to Jesus^b Jesus wasit* 

Ing^his discipAes'ibet*^is the oath of love 4aik 

0f hitmiUty. ^Thiak how to drive awayfitom 

yiijkr bosoms that pride which would pbli^M 

your souisy and. oaiise you to '^eatarid^nhk 

ymrir pwn cMidenmkibn.^' Think, atrn ;t3)Q^ s# 

Irom nyomenty MM a£fc6r tb0 sitcred t^tef^- 

think, in shortV » ^iften a^ tliis awful'Sad^cm^lft 

« 

edtnes to excite^ th^em^otions of your soids, ^ 
toneciipy yourdxd^ghts-^think of Jjsses^ Wl¥i9: 
iKG, HIS disciples' f££t; aiul SO sbati y<s4 
learn of him to put p]X.^he meek and tender 
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faffeclioas of Ihe true beliaver^r Thus let 'Mi; 
frail and iQconstant creatures— <a Hielaaejiol^ 
unioQ of changefiilnes^ aad feelings of oie&otfess 
and of pride^ of scdfifihuess md love — let v» 
f^km collect aod conceatrate together every te^ 
mem^raace ^axd every coimected thQuglit, . tbat 
.can tend to promote ia ua a temper of me€^ 
oess and humility ! 

.0, blessed symbols of the Loid^49 wpper^ 
siojiple aud sublime memorials of the affettibf 
humility of my Saviour 1 Awaken jurourdmnost 
souls that warmth of %liagi of < grati4;u<]0f ^md 
lovej. which, raisiag us, in the eoocerns; <lf daily 
li^ above our habilu^ iudiSbrenteef sbmeti^ws 
renders us capable of a geh^ral de^c^leddeilfl^ 
and a noble self-saorifi^i-^Aad Thou, liie Sm^ 
preme God, Thou who, w thy invisible onmi^ 
pot^ee, atteadest dsat tiiei^Me of thy^^oii^ 
to ^ave or to pUnish^^-Tbou^ whose voice wb 
(EM'e jBii^w about to hear tbefe, and who speakefit 
to us evea at this time, show forth in us thy 
j^PW&f and enable us to Uralk fts Christ himself 
Jhath "wralked { lAm^n. 
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